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Preliminary results for 1998 indicate that tourism flows remained stable in the
region of the 12 Mediterranean partner countries as a whole, although strong
increases were noted in many countries. International arrivals to the
Mediterranean partners are estimated to total 28.9 million in 1998 compared to
28.8 million in 1997 (increase of 0.25%).

Jordan and Tunisia experienced the highest increase in the number of arrivals of
international tourists (11.5% and 10.7% respectively). Cyprus (6.5%), Malta
(6.4%) and Morocco (5.1%) all showed healthy increases too. On the other hand
Egypt (-12.8%), Turkey (-4.7%) and Israel (-3.4%) experienced a drop in
numbers. Arrivals of international visitors to Lebanon and Algeria increased by
13.3% and 6.8% respectively.

In 1998 arrivals at the borders from EU countries are estimated at 14.2 million
compared to 14.5 million in 1997 (-2.6%). On average nearly 50% of international
tourists to the Mediterranean countries come from the EU, and for some
countries it is much higher (85% for Malta, 72% for Cyprus).
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7KH�VHDVRQDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WRXULVP

The seasonal patterns of international tourism vary from
country to country. Nevertheless July and August are
the peak months for most of the Mediterranean
countries, and January and February the lowest period.

Many Mediterranean countries also enjoy fairly high
international tourism activity in the autumn months. For
Israel inbound tourism flows are more evenly spread
over the year.

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�WRXULVP�UHFHLSWV

International tourism receipts for the Mediterranean
countries (excluding Palestinian territories and
Lebanon) are estimated to total over 18.7 thousand
million ECU in 1997. Provisional results for 1998
available for some of the countries indicate a substantial
increase in tourism receipts for Tunisia, good results for
Jordan and Cyprus, and a small increase for Malta.

Figures for the first three quarters of 1998 compared to
those of 1997 indicate a 16% increase in tourism
receipts for Morocco and a 6% decrease in tourism
receipts for Israel. Based on first six months of 1998
compared to those of 1997, Turkey’s international
tourism earnings decreased by 13%.

Most of the Mediterranean countries enjoy a surplus in
their foreign trade account for tourism.
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���� 520 2602 4120 3133 1074 450 815 2216 : 2100 1116 7083
���� 605 2693 3885 3839 1103 424 830 2100 : 1950 1054 7888
���� 635 3072 4263 3961 1127 558 891 2010 : 2088 1111 9063

Jan 32 131 193 260 : 25 39 137 : 68 36 292
Feb 35 138 229 317 : 33 39 164 : 68 52 307
Mar 38 199 349 354 : 28 71 201 : 134 83 545
Apr 41 229 335 344 : 47 95 203 : 161 106 606

May 35 173 356 331 : 36 78 176 : 206 117 927
June 47 234 367 299 : 47 59 151 : 219 99 968
July 149 706 462 425 : 106 88 189 : 276 135 1123
Aug 115 453 554 445 : 74 105 165 : 294 149 1335
Sept 40 217 437 352 : 46 94 147 : 243 115 1188
Oct 34 195 397 391 : 41 95 165 : 224 101 855
Nov 37 173 279 265 : 32 71 157 : 111 64 514
Dec 33 224 305 178 : 43 57 155 : 84 54 402

���� 678 3228 4700 3454 : 632 : 1941 : 2223 ���� 8638

Jan 52 146 205 168 : 27 : 121 : 54 38 337
Feb 30 180 247 170 : 34 : 130 : 72 56 367
Mar 35 196 327 215 : 33 : 157 : 102 79 467
Apr 47 250 387 297 : 52 : 201 : 179 ��� 604

May 37 187 368 241 : 42 : 161 : 243 ��� 889
June 51 219 410 250 : 60 : 156 : 248 ��� 908
July 145 675 524 385 : 113 : 179 : 310 ��� 1037
Aug 121 532 629 420 : 85 : 185 : 327 ��� 1257
Sept 48 225 475 306 : 63 : 138 : 270 ��� 1027
Oct 36 214 453 380 : 42 : 191 : 229 ��� 907
Nov 43 184 334 323 : 38 : 169 : 106 �� 473
Dec 33 220 360 301 : 43 : 155 : 83 �� 365
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The number of nights spent by non-residents in hotels
and similar establishments totalled 138.5 million in 1997.
Preliminary 1998 results available for some of the
Mediterranean countries follow a similar trend as
international arrivals at the borders. Increases were
experienced in Algeria (28%), Morocco (11%), Cyprus

(7%), Tunisia (4%), Malta (3%), and Jordan (2%).

Nights spent by non-residents in hotels and similar
establishments decreased by 24% in Egypt, by nearly 8%
in Palestine, and by 5% in Israel in 1998 compared to the
previous year.
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���� 76 8502 23514 20451 3505 126 1823 9496 : 14181 10919 18438
���� 61 8719 24130 23765 3242 : 1851 8908 708 12689 10665 25518
���� 85 9560 27684 26579 3249 502 1837 8145 612 13358 10939 35967

Jan 6 562 1089 2211 : : 100 618 36 356 472 1133
Feb 6 658 1256 1807 : : 92 704 52 602 550 1183
Mar 7 951 2061 2408 : : 146 843 58 663 647 2107
Apr 7 948 2079 2389 : : 180 868 76 885 903 2823

May 7 782 2277 2090 : : 157 766 61 1293 983 4604
June 7 615 2538 1610 : : 130 598 41 1426 871 4308
July 7 814 3251 2032 : : 176 681 41 1775 1278 4648
Aug 6 1111 4181 3399 : : 210 649 41 2089 1829 5088
Sept 7 848 3126 3162 : : 191 519 47 1638 1297 4544
Oct 8 870 2806 2477 : : 185 657 73 1475 1071 3377
Nov 9 687 1731 2084 : : 145 734 55 687 594 1313
Dec 8 713 1289 910 : : 124 569 30 470 444 839

���� ��� 10675 28788 20151 : : : ���� ��� : 11298 :

Jan : 668 1134 1097 : : : ��� 37 416 507 :
Feb : 819 1316 994 : : : ��� 39 473 519 :
Mar : 961 1839 1187 : : : ��� 47 642 697 :
Apr : 1106 2342 1645 : : : ��� 62 949 906 :

May : 860 2167 1270 : : : ��� 55 1502 931 :
June : 717 2673 1206 : : : ��� 41 1691 1003 :
July : 849 3429 1695 : : : ��� 42 1959 ���� :
Aug : 1225 4376 3152 : : : ��� �� 2297 ���� :
Sept : 914 3303 2234 : : : ��� �� 1768 ���� :
Oct : 967 2954 2128 : : : ��� �� 1473 ���� :
Nov : 830 1957 2025 : : : ��� �� : ��� :
Dec : 758 1299 1518 : : : ��� �� : ��� :
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