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Again, the Eurostat ECHP team has gone through a busy and challenging period
since the last issue of its Newsletter… but it was worth it given the concrete
major step forward that has been made! So, welcome to this fifth edition of the
EC Household Panel Newsletter, entirely devoted to a key issue that has been in
the dreams of many (potential) ECHP users since our survey generated its first
EU-12 data-set: the issue of GDWD�DYDLODELOLW\.

Latest developments in ECHP data availability have to do with the following two
areas:

½ 'DWD� DQRQ\PLVDWLRQ� As already mentioned in our last Newsletter,
ECHP micro-data contain information considered “confidential” in terms
of the EU Council regulation N° 322/97 of 17/2/97 on Community
statistics, the so-called EU “Statistical Law”. Therefore, direct access to
these original data has had to be more restrictive than what is desirable
for a full exploitation of the data despite the strong interest expressed by
many researchers and other users. Also, the structure of the ECHP
“production database” is complex and thus very difficult for use outside
as well as inside Eurostat, which increases significantly the risk of errors
in using the data.

½ 'DWD� GLVVHPLQDWLRQ� In view of this situation and given the growing
demand for ECHP data from both inside and outside the Commission,
Eurostat decided to construct back in November 1997 a user-friendly
“longitudinal users’ database” containing “anonymised” ECHP
household’s and personal micro-data. Rules for disseminating this users’
database, and more specifically the access and price policy applied,
have now been agreed upon.

These two areas will be covered in detail in the present issue.
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You may remember from our previous Newsletter that
the anonymisation of ECHP micro-data has required the
definition of “objective anonymisation criteria” to be met
by our “users’ database” (UDB). By “objective”, it is
meant that once these criteria are applied to the various
ECHP files, there should be no risk that an individual
statistical unit could be identified through “all the means
that might reasonably be used by a third party to identify
the said statistical unit” (“Statistical Law”).

Provided that all these criteria are met, ECHP data can
thus be considered “non-confidential” in the sense of the
Statistical Law and therefore made more widely
available, although direct access to such anonymised
data needs to be restricted by means of research
contracts stipulating the strict conditions of use and
access (see below).

It is in this context that at the 1997 ECHP Working
Group (Luxembourg, 13-14/11/97), Eurostat proposed to
ECHP National Data Collection Units (NDUs - either
national statistical institutes or research centres,
depending on the country) a first set of such

anonymisation criteria to be applied to the various ECHP
files. It also submitted for discussion different rules,
contractual requirements that should allow easier access
to these “anonymised” data. The objective was therefore
to open up access to ECHP micro-data without
jeopardising both the necessary conditions of data
confidentiality and the value of the data.

Extensive negotiations with all ECHP NDUs concerning
the final set of “anonymisation criteria” to be applied to
the UDB as well as the rules for accessing this UDB,
have been conducted up to November 1998. Apart from
some minor differences, all 14 Member States that are
taking part in the ECHP have agreed on the same set of
criteria and rules, meaning that they have supported
both the idea of direct access to anonymised micro-data
and the concrete EU harmonised proposal for
anonymisation submitted by Eurostat.

Those readers interested may receive a comprehensive
list of these criteria from Eurostat; this list also forms part
of the documentation that is provided on the CD-ROM
containing the UDB.

Eurostat has restricted direct access to the anonymised
micro-data contained in the ECHP UDB by means of
³(&+3� UHVHDUFK� FRQWUDFWV´. These contracts, which
are signed with Eurostat, stipulate the strict conditions of
data use and access such as:

(a) The contractor must ensure that the files contained
in the UDB are used exclusively for the research
purposes clearly specified in the contract, excluding
in particular any possible administrative use.

(b) The contractor will be required to take all the
necessary regulatory, administrative, technical and
organisational measures to ensure that none of
these data are distributed to third parties, and that
there will be no attempt to identify nor will the
contractor claim to have done so, by any means
whatsoever, any individual statistical unit. In
particular, the UDB shall not be connected with other
data sets from any other source.

(c) Any ECHP data recipients will be required to provide
Eurostat with a copy of all reports (including
‘papers’...) they produce using ECHP data.

(d) For those “ECHP research contracts” allowing it: any
research other than the project(s) specifically
described in the contract shall require the explicit
and unambiguous written consent from Eurostat;
etc.

We will not enter into the details of this contractual
aspect of the dissemination policy, but rather focus on
the various categories of ECHP data users defined by
Eurostat and the respective pricing policy applied to
these.

Eurostat has decided to apply a dissemination policy for
the UDB that would both encourage ECHP research and
increase the visibility of the instrument. The specific
pricing strategy and accessing/utilisation rules applied to
each category of ECHP users have been developed in
order to try and achieve these aims. In particular, the
pricing strategy makes it possible for those users
interested to get a significant reduction in price in
exchange for a Eurostat “by-product”.

These "by-products”…

• are a possibility, not a ‘right’, that Eurostat offers to
users interested in the case of a common interest of
both the institution(s)/organisation(s)/company(ies)
concerned and Eurostat;

• are negotiated in detail in terms of content, timing,
etc. and must be original, e.g. should not have been
published anywhere else in the case of a
publication;

• are the property of Eurostat
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There is normally no possibility for individual
persons to acquire the CD-ROM directly. Such
requests need to come from the institution/
organisation where the person interested is
studying/working.
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All categories under “B” above strictly apply.
“Commission” simply needs to be replaced with
the name of the relevant EU body.
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Possibilities of acquiring the UDB as well as the
price and the related data access/use issues, will
need to be examined on an ad hoc basis by
Eurostat.



)XUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
½ 'DWD�EDVHV

New Cronos
Domain

To obtain information or to order publications, data bases and special sets of data, please contact the 'DWD�6KRS network:
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%UX[HOOHV�%UXVVHO
Chaussée d’Etterbeek 13
Etterbeeksesteenweg 13
B-1049 BRUXELLES / BRUSSEL
Tel. (32-2) 299 66 66
Fax (32-2) 295 01 25
E-Mail:
datashop.brussels@eurostat.cec.be
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%LEOLRWHN�RJ�,QIRUPDWLRQ
(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
Sejrøgade 11
DK-2100 KØBENHAVN Ø
Tel. (45-39) 17 30 30
Fax (45-39) 17 30 03
E-Mail: bib@dst.dk
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS�%HUOLQ
Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72
D-10178 BERLIN
Tel. (49-30) 23 24 64 27/28
Fax (49-30) 23 24 64 30
E-Mail:
stba-berlin.datashop@t-online.de
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,1(�(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
Paseo de la Castellana� 183
Oficina 009
Entrada por Estébanez Calderón
E-28046 MADRID
Tel. (34-91) 583 91 67
Fax (34-91) 579 71 20
E-Mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
195, rue de Bercy
Tour Gamma A
F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12
Tel. (33-1) 53 17 88 44
Fax (33-1) 53 17 88 22
E-Mail:
datashop@dg75iisa.insee.atlas.fr
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&HQWUR�GL�,QIRUPD]LRQH�6WDWLVWLFD
6HGH�GL�5RPD��(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
Via Cesare Balbo, 11a
I-00184 ROMA
Tel. (39-06) 46 73 31 05/02
Fax (39-06) 46 73 31 07/01
E-Mail: dipdiff@istat.it
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&HQWUR�GL�,QIRUPD]LRQH�6WDWLVWLFD�²
6HGH�GL�0LODQR��(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
Piazza della Repubblica, 22
I-20124 MILANO
Tel. (39-02) 65 95 133/134
Fax (39-02) 65 30 75
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS�/X[HPERXUJ
BP 453
L-2014 LUXEMBOURG
4, rue A. Weicker
L-2721 LUXEMBOURG
Tel. (352) 43 35 22 51
Fax (352) 43 35 22 221
E-Mail: dslux@eurostat.datashop.lu
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS�9RRUEXUJ
po box 4000
2270 JM VOORBURG
Nederland
Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00
Fax (31-70) 337 59 84
E-Mail: datashop@cbs.nl
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%LEOLRWHN�RJ�LQIRUPDVMRQVVHQWHUHW
Kongensgt. 6
P. b. 8131, dep.
N-0033 OSLO
Tel. (47-22) 86 46 43
Fax (47-22) 86 45 04
E-Mail: biblioteket@ssb.no
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS�/LVERD
,1(�6HUYLoR�GH�'LIXVmR
Av. António José de Almeida, 2
P-1000 LISBOA
Tel. (351-1) 842 61 00
Fax (351-1) 842 63 64
E-Mail: data.shop@ine.pt
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=�ULFK��(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
Bleicherweg 5
CH-8090 Zürich
Tel. (41-1) 225 12 12
Fax (41-1) 225 12 99
E-Mail: datashop@zh.ch
Internetadresse:
http://www.zh.ch/statistik
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS��7LODVWRNLUMDVWR
Postiosoite: PL 2B
FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus
Käyntiosoite: Työpajakatu 13 B, 2 krs
Helsinki
Tel. (358-9) 17 34 22 21
Fax (358-9) 17 34 22 79
S-posti datashop.tilastokeskus@tilastokeskus.fi
Internetadresse:
http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/tk/kk/datashop.html
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,QIRUPDWLRQ�VHUYLFH
(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
Karlavägen 100
Box 24 300
S-104 51 STOCKHOLM
Tel. (46-8) 783 48 01
Fax (46-8) 783 48 99
E-Mail: infoservice@scb.se
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1 Drummond Gate
LONDON SW1V 2QQ
United Kingdom
Tel. (44-171) 533 56 76
Fax (44-171) 533 56 88
E-Mail: gloria.ryan@ons.gov.uk
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
(OHFWURQLF�'DWD�([WUDFWLRQV�
(QTXLULHV�	�DGYLFH���5�&$'(
Unit 1L Mountjoy Research Centre
University of Durham
UK - DURHAM DH1 3SW
Tel: (44-191) 374 7350
Fax: (44-191) 384 4971
E-Mail: r-cade@dur.ac.uk
URL: http://www-rcade.dur.ac.uk
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(XURVWDW�'DWD�6KRS
60 East 42nd Street
Suite 3310
USA-NEW YORK, NY 10165
Tel. (1-212) 986 93 00
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E-Mail: eurodata@haver.com
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