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freight transport 1999-2003 

 
 

Empty journeys represent 25% of national transport, and 
only 12% of international transport. 
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Figure 1:  Empty running by reporting country, for national and 

international transport - % in vkm, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Highlights 

Since 1999, the proportion of vehicle-kilometres accounted for by freight 
vehicles over 6 years old has fallen from over a quarter to nearly a fifth, 
according to figures reported by 16 Member States (see the data 
availability table on page 7). Vehicles 3 years or under have accounted 
for more than half of the total since 2001. However, there were 
differences between Member States. The new Member States and some 
old ones appear to make greater use of older vehicles. 
 
In 2003, empty running accounted for about 23% of the total vehicle-
kilometres and for over 40% of the total number of journeys for the 14 
Member States reporting this variable. National transport accounted for 
the large majority, around 90%, of empty running. 25% of vehicle-
kilometres in national transport was empty compared with 12% in 
international transport. 
 
Breaking tonne-kilometres down by type of transport, 83% of the 2003 
total was operated on �hire or reward�, whereas only 17% was performed 
on �own account�.  
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Further information: 
# Databases    

EUROSTAT website/Transport/Road transport/Transport measurement - goods  

 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building Office A4/017 � L-2920 Luxembourg � Tel. (352) 4301 33408 � Fax (352) 4301 35349 �  
 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int  

 
European Statistical Data Support:  
 
Eurostat set up with the members of the �European statistical system� a network of support centres, which will exist in 
nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data. 
 
The complete details concerning this support network can be found on our Internet site: www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ 
 

 
A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the: 
Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. 
2, rue Mercier � L-2985 Luxembourg 
URL: http://publications.eu.int   
E-mail: info-info-opoce@cec.eu.int  

BELGIEN/BELGIQUE/BELGIË - DANMARK - DEUTSCHLAND - EESTI � ELLÁDA - ESPAÑA - FRANCE - IRELAND - 
ITALIA - KYPROS/KIBRIS � LUXEMBOURG - MAGYARORSZÁG � MALTA - NEDERLAND - ÖSTERREICH - POLSKA - 
PORTUGAL - SLOVENIJA - SLOVENSKO - SUOMI/FINLAND - SVERIGE - UNITED KINGDOM - BALGARIJA - 
HRVATSKA - ÍSLAND � NORGE - SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA - AUSTRALIA - BRASIL - CANADA - EGYPT - 
MALAYSIA - MÉXICO - SOUTH KOREA - SRI LANKA - T'AI-WAN - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
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