
 

 

Structure of agricultural holdings 
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A farm structure survey was carried out in all EU Member States in 2003 
(2002 in Poland). The detailed results are now available for Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Slovenia, 
Slovakia, Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Results for the other 
Member States will become available in the course of the next weeks. This 
Statistics in Focus is part of a series of country-specific publications, all 
following the same structure. 

Statistics 
in focus 

* * * 

In the Czech Republic, in the autumn 2003 about 25 thousand 
agricultural holdings had an economic size of at least 1 ESU 
(European Size Unit)*. 

AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES  

- These holdings employed 153 300 AWUs (annual work units), the equivalent 
of 153 300 persons working full time; 

22/2005 - they made use of 3.6 million ha of agricultural area, which is on average 
143.8 hectare per holding. 

  Amongst these 25 000 agricultural holdings,   - 30% made use of less than one AWU, while 31% made use of 2 or more 
AWUs;   
- 31% used less than 5 ha, while 17% used 100 ha or more; 

 - 36% were mixed holdings, while 64% were specialised: cereals, oil seed and 
protein crops 18%, field cropping 17%, permanent crops 6%, dairies 5%, 
cattle fattening and rearing 5%, pigs and poultry 4%, sheep, goats and other 
grazing livestock 4% and horticulture 4% (of which 46% under glass); 

 
Contents - about 2% practised organic farming. 

 
Table 1 - Labour force…………3 Amongst the 22 300 sole holders  

- 16% were women; 
Table 2 - Agricultural holdings…4 - 39% were aged 55 or more, and 12% younger than 35 years; 

- 32% had another gainful activity as major occupation. 
Table 3 - Land use……………..5 
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Table 4 - Livestock…………….6  

 
Table 5 -
Non agricultural activity……...7  
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* ESU measures the economic size of the holdings (see methodological notes). 
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The survey on the structure of agricultural holdings in the Czech Republic was carried out in the autumn 2003 on a sample base. Prior full-
scale agricultural census has been conducted last time in 2000. The reference time of the agricultural survey 2003 was 30th September 
2003. However for labour force characteristics the reference period was from 1st October 2002 until 30th September 2003. 

The target population was all holdings (legal holdings, own-account farmers` holdings and other natural persons` holdings) reaching the 
threshold applied in 2000 census (now included in farm register). The sampling combined geographical location with aspects of legal form 
and economic size. Each municipality was arranged into the 54 strata taking into account their location in administrative regions and natural 
conditions of farming. Each municipality was assigned its weight based on the number of farms on it, and these weights were summing up in 
each stratum. Municipalities were random sampled in each stratum until the sample-weight reached 25% of the strata. Thus 1489 
municipalities have been chosen (25.4%). All holdings of natural persons had been surveyed in these municipalities, as well as the small 
units under threshold and new holdings declared agriculture as one of their activity. Moreover all units with legal personality and all holdings 
of natural persons exceeded SGM 1.25 million Czech crowns (about 35 000 euros) were observed in the country. Altogether 27 475 units 
were visited (18 602 drawn from the register, 7 598 small units and 1 275 new holdings).  

The data are multi-level checked. Partly completed questionnaires have been corrected via contact with the farmers. 

For each activity (`enterprise`) on a farm (for instance wheat, dairy cow or vineyard), a !"#$%#&%'(&)!!'*#&(+$',-./0 is estimated, based 
on the area (or the number of heads) and a regional coefficient. The sum of such margins in a farm is its 12)$)*+2'!+31, expressed in'
45&)61#$'-+31'7$+"!',4-70. 1 ESU is equal to 1200 euros.  

Due to differences in the coverage of units of less than 1 ESU across Member States, these data are not comparable between countries. 
That is why the present analysis and graphs focus on the holdings of at least one ESU. 

Each farm is classified in the community typology by its economic size and its "861')9'9#&*+$(, depending on the share of each enterprise in 
its economic size. For instance, a farm where breeding sows account for more than 2/3 of the economic size is classified as !"#$%&'%!()"%*)
+#&+%,* (type 5011). Depending on the level of aggregation, farms are grouped into 8 to 70 types. 

:$$5#;' <)&=+$(' 5$+" (AWU) means the labour force working yearly like a worker employed on full time basis, it is 1800 hours 
(225 working days of 8 working hours per day). 

The date of extraction of the data used for this Statistics in Focus corresponds to the date of completion of the manuscript. 

#'<B<'<M!<&S>TAR!?HROM=&&
Strukturální výsledky za zemědělství ČR v roce 2003, Czech Statistical Office, 2004. 

Strukturální výsledky za zemědělství ČR Analytické vyhodnocení za rok 2003, Czech Statistical Office, 2004. 

Strukturální výsledky za zemědělství ČR v roce 2003 podle územního členění, Czech Statistical Office, 2004. 

Website of the Czech Statistical Office (Český statistický úřad) www.czso.cz 

 



 

Further information: 
¾ Databases    

 EUROSTAT website/Agriculture, forestry and fisheries/Agriculture/Structure of agricultural holdings   

 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building Office A4/017 • L-2920 Luxembourg • Tel. (352) 4301 33408 • Fax (352) 4301 35349 •  
 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int  

 
European Statistical Data Support:  
 
Eurostat set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ a network of support centres, which will exist in 
nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data. 
 
Contact details for this support network can be found on our Internet site: www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ 
 

 
A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the: 
Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. 
2, rue Mercier – L-2985 Luxembourg 
URL: http://publications.eu.int   
E-mail: info-info-opoce@cec.eu.int  

BELGIEN/BELGIQUE/BELGIË - DANMARK - DEUTSCHLAND - EESTI – ELLÁDA - ESPAÑA - FRANCE - IRELAND - 
ITALIA - KYPROS/KIBRIS – LUXEMBOURG - MAGYARORSZÁG – MALTA - NEDERLAND - ÖSTERREICH - POLSKA - 
PORTUGAL - SLOVENIJA - SLOVENSKO - SUOMI/FINLAND - SVERIGE - UNITED KINGDOM - BALGARIJA - 
HRVATSKA - ÍSLAND – NORGE - SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA - AUSTRALIA - BRASIL - CANADA - EGYPT - 
MALAYSIA - MÉXICO - SOUTH KOREA - SRI LANKA - T'AI-WAN - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

 

 

This Statistics in Focus was compiled by György Benoist, Ulrich Eidmann and Pol Marquer (ESTAT E1). 
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