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Lower education level in the 
thinly populated areas even 
for the younger generations 
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The Labour Force Survey (LFS) classifies the educational level of the 
population into three broad groups: low, medium and high (following the 
ISCED classification1). The LFS also distinguishes three types of zones 
according to their degree of urbanisation1: densely, intermediate and thinly 
populated. Looking at the education features of the population from the LFS 
2003, the thinly populated areas have: 

• A lower level of education overall and in all age groups compared to 
the densely populated areas; 

• Similar percentages of men and women with a high level of 
education. 

 

Thinly populated areas have a higher percentage of 
people with a low level of education than densely 

populated areas2 
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Figure 1: % of population aged 15 and over by level of education and by  
degree of urbanisation (2003) 

People with a low level of education account for 46.6% of the population in 
thinly populated areas against 38.8% in the densely populated areas. On the 
other hand people with a high level of education account for 13.0% of the 
population in thinly populated areas, against 20.8% in the densely populated 
ones. 

 

 

1 For the definition see the annex.  
2 Aggregate statistics in this publication cover all 25 MS except Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Slovenia and Slovakia, i.e. 90% of the EU25 population. 
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In most Member States the thinly populated areas have a higher percentage of low 
education level in the population3 

 
The percentage of the population with a low education 
level is higher in the thinly populated areas of all but two 
of the Member States, Luxembourg and the United 
Kingdom. Some countries show particularly large 
differences between the thinly and densely populated 

areas. For example, in Greece the proportion of people 
with low education level is 82.0% in the thinly populated 
areas, compared with 43.3% in the densely populated 
areas. 

 

Fewer highly educated people in the thinly populated areas 

 
In all Member States but the United Kingdom, there is a 
higher percentage of people with a high level of 
education in the densely populated areas than in the 
thinly populated. 

In the United Kingdom the percentages in all areas are 
more evenly distributed.  

 
 

3 Sweden does not code the de
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Figure 3: % of population aged 15 and over with high level of education  
by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
Figure 2: % of population aged 15 and over with low level of education
by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
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gree of urbanisation for people under 15. 
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Women present higher proportion with a low level of education in all areas2 

When the sexes are compared, it is seen that, in all areas there is a greater percentage of women with a low level 
of education. 

 

 
Fewer women with medium education level especially in the thinly populated areas2 

The proportion of men with a medium level of education exceeds that for women in all areas. 
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igure 5: % of men and % of women aged 15 and over with medium 
education level by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
Figure 4: % of men and % of women aged 15 and over with low education level 
by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
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Women and men present similar percentages with a high level of education in the thinly 
populated areas2 

The proportion of men with a high level of education 
also exceeds that for women in the intermediate and 
densely populated areas.  

There is no significant difference between the sexes in 
the thinly populated areas. 

 

 
Men in six Memb

 
In the thinly populated
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Figure 6: % of men and % of women aged 15 and over with high education  
level by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
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er States have a higher percentage of low education level in the thinly 
populated areas 

 areas of six Member States 
, Latvia, Portugal and Sweden) 
tage of men with a low level of 
 

In the thinly populated areas of all the other Member 
States the proportion of women with a low level of 
education exceeds that of men. 
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Figure 7: % of men and % of women aged 15 and over with low 
education in thinly populated areas (2003) 
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Lower percentage of women with a medium level of education in the thinly populated 
areas in nearly all Member States 

 
With the exception of Ireland, Latvia and Portugal, 
the percentage of men with a medium level of 

education exceeds that of women in the thinly 
populated areas. 

 

 
Greater proportion of highly educated women in the thinly populated areas of more than 

half of the Member States 

 
Women in Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Spain, 
France, Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, Finland, Sweden and the 

United Kingdom record a higher percentage with high 
education level than for men. 
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Figure 9: % of men and % of women aged 15 and over with high education 
in thinly populated areas (2003) 
—

Figure 8: % of men and % of women aged 15 and over with medium 
education in thinly populated areas (2003) 
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Higher percentage of population with low level of education in thinly populated areas for 
all age groups2 

 
The percentage of population with low education level is 
higher in the thinly populated areas compared to the 
densely ones, for all age groups considered in the 

analysis. The reverse is true for the high education 
level. 
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Figure 10: Level of education of population in age group 25-34  
in % by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
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Figure 12: Level of education of population in age group 55 and  
over in % by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
Figure 11: Level of education of population in age group 35-54  
in % by degree of urbanisation (2003) 
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Medium education level prevails in the age group 35-54 in the thinly populated areas 

 
In thirteen of the Member States the medium education 
level prevails among the population in the age group 
35-54. The low education level accounts for the highest 

proportion in seven Member States (Belgium, Greece, 
Spain, Ireland, Italy, Cyprus and Portugal).  

 

 
Annex: DEFINITIONS 

The 2003 European Union Labour Force Survey (EU LFS) was conducted in the 25 Member States of the European Union 
and 3 countries of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) in accordance with Council Regulation (EEC) No. 577/98 of 9 
March 1998. Two Candidate countries also participated in the 2003 survey. The EU LFS is a large household sample survey 
providing quarterly results on labour participation of people aged 15 and over as well as on persons outside the labour force.  

Results presented here correspond to second quarter of 2003 for all the countries except Austria and France for which the 
results presented correspond to 1st quarter. 

Degree of urbanisation: The concept "urbanisation" has been introduced in order to indicate the features of the area where the 
interviewed person lives. Three area types have been identified as follows: 

• Densely populated area: refers to a set of closely related local units, each one of which having a density greater than 
500 inhabitants per km2, and the total population of which being of at least 50 000 inhabitants;  

• Intermediate area: refers to a set of closely related local units that do not pertain to a densely populated area, each one 
of which having density greater than 100 inhabitants per km2, and where the total population is at least of 50 000 
inhabitants or it refers to a set that is adjacent to a highly populated area. 

• Thinly populated area: refers to a set of closely related local units that are not part of a densely populated area, or of 
an intermediate area. 

Level of education: The level of education is based in the ISCED 1997 classification (International Standard Classification of 
Education). 

• Low encloses all levels up to the compulsory education 
• Medium comprises all the post compulsory education not tertiary 
• High comprises all tertiary education including university education 

 

Figure 13: Level of education of population in age group 35-54  
in thinly populated areas in % (2003) 
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Further information: 
¾ Databases    

EUROSTAT Website/General and regional statistics/Regions/Education statistics/Education statistics - ISCED97    

 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building Office A4/017 • L-2920 Luxembourg • Tel. (352) 4301 33408 • Fax (352) 4301 35349 •  
 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int  

 
European Statistical Data Support:  
 
Eurostat set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ a network of support centres, which will exist in 
nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data. 
 
The complete details concerning this support network can be found on our Internet site: www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ 
 

 
A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the: 
Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. 
2, rue Mercier – L-2985 Luxembourg 
URL: http://publications.eu.int   
E-mail: info-info-opoce@cec.eu.int  

BELGIEN/BELGIQUE/BELGIË - DANMARK - DEUTSCHLAND - EESTI – ELLÁDA - ESPAÑA - FRANCE - IRELAND - 
ITALIA - KYPROS/KIBRIS – LUXEMBOURG - MAGYARORSZÁG – MALTA - NEDERLAND - ÖSTERREICH - POLSKA - 
PORTUGAL - SLOVENIJA - SLOVENSKO - SUOMI/FINLAND - SVERIGE - UNITED KINGDOM - BALGARIJA - 
HRVATSKA - ÍSLAND – NORGE - SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA - AUSTRALIA - BRASIL - CANADA - EGYPT - 
MALAYSIA - MÉXICO - SOUTH KOREA - SRI LANKA - T'AI-WAN - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
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