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Foreword

With the fourth volume of Portrait of the Regions, Eurostat completed the regional
analysis of the 15 countries that today constitute the European Union. However, the
prospect and implications of the possible enlargement to some central European
countries very soon became evident, implying the need to know the regions of these
countries much more deeply.

The fifth volume, published in 1997, covers the regions of Hungary. The series is now
extended to Poland and the Czech Republic with the publication of the present vol-
ume.

To maintain a uniformity of presentation of the characteristics of the regions, the same
structure as before has been used as far as possible and the regions are illustrated
with maps, diagrams and statistical tables. The description includes comments on
demography, economic conditions, the labour market, education, territory, resources,
transport, environment and cooperation with border regions.

Which regions have young populations? What is the weight of agriculture in the econ-
omy? What is the level of unemployment? Which European regions have the same
population density as the Polish region of Katowice? These are some of the questions
that this new volume helps answer.

This volume of Portrait of the Regions dedicated to Poland and the Czech Republic
is the result of cooperation between Eurostat and the statistical offices of these coun-
tries. Its development was coordinated by Ecos-Ouverture, a cooperation programme
linking the regions and cities of eastern and western Europe.

| would like to give a word of appreciation to all those from the Polish and Czech stat-
istical offices, and from Eurostat, who contributed to this valuable work and made pos-

sible its publication.
[ @M
!

Yves Franchet
Director-General of Eurostat
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This volume was produced with the collaboration of the Central Statistical Office of Poland, the Czech Statistical
Office and coordinated by ECOS-Ouverture. Its publication was made possible by the financial support of the
Phare programme. Its contents do not necessarily reflect the official views of the institutions of the European
Communities.

N Phare

ECOS-Ouverture is the European Commission's programme This project is financed by the European Union's Phare pro-

for cooperation between the regions and cities of the gramme, which provides grant finance to support its partner

European Union and their counterparts in central and eastern countries in central and eastern Europe to the stage where

Europe. they are ready to assume the obligations of European Union
membership.

Czech Republic

Text drafted in the Central Statistical Office of the Czech Republic, with the involvement of the CSO’s Regional
Statistics Database Administration Unit headed by Jitka Pacanova, under the supervision of Vaclav Jezdik, direc-
tor, Regional Statistics Division.

Poland

Text drafted in the Central Statistical Office of Poland, with the involvement of the regional statistical offices,
by B. Prazmo, H. Hodzynska, E. Grobicka, A. Patejuk, A. Pytalska, S. Rola-Kunach, and J. Poswiata, under the
supervision of H. Dmochowska, director Analysis and Aggregate Statistics Division.
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Structure of the publication

Czech Republic

Each region is presented in accordance with a uni-
form layout on six pages:

Page 1:
— overview of the region (1)
— strengths and weaknesses (2)

Page 2:
— list of similar regions in the EU (3)
— international cooperation (4)

Page 3:
— employment (5)

Page 4:
— population (6)
— natural resources (7)

Page 5:
— economic structure (8)
— environment (9)

Page 6:
— transport (10)

The regional portraits are preceded by a national
page and end with explanatory notes.

The legend for the regional maps is given on
the last page of the publication.

Poland

A similar pattern is followed for Poland but the
country’s 49 voivodships are each covered in three
pages. Accordingly, the distribution of information
differs to some extent.

A diagram of the layout of this section may be found

on page 52, immediately preceding the national
page for Poland.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

The Czechoslovak Republic came into
being following the disintegration of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1918.
However, it was not in existence for very
long. Following the Munich Agreement
of 1939, Slovakia broke away and the
Czech lands were occupied by
Germany, which established the protec-
torate of Bohemia and Moravia. After lib-
eration in 1945, the Czechoslovak
Republic was restored — though with-
out the Sub-Carpathian Ukraine, which
became part of the then Soviet Union.
Following the collapse of communism in
1989, the Czechoslovak Federal
Republic was voted out of existence by
an act of Parliament on 31 December
1992. The independent Czech Republic
came into being on 1 January 1993.

The territory of the Czech Republic is
divided into eight regions (kraje). These
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comprise the capital city, Prague, and
the regions of Central Bohemia, South
Bohemia, West Bohemia, North
Bohemia, East Bohemia, South Moravia
and North Moravia.

The regions are subdivided into districts
(okresy). The Czech Republic has 76 dis-
tricts, with each region comprising
between 8 and 14 districts as follows:
Central Bohemia 12, South Bohemia 8,
West Bohemia 10, North Bohemia 10,
East Bohemia 11, South Moravia 14 and
North Moravia 11.

The districts are further subdivided into
local adminstrative units (obce) of which
there are 6 232. The obce are the basic
autonomous territorial units, ranging in
size from small villages and sparsely
populated rural areas to the city of
Prague.

Fourteen cities have special administrat-
ive powers and exercise a higher degree
of local government. These cities may be
divided into sectors (méstské casti).
Prague, as the capital city, has a special
status; it is one of the 14h statutory
cities as well as being a region in its own
right. It is the seat of the president, the
government and the parliament of the
Czech Republic and is divided adminis-
tratively into 57 sectors.

The Czech Republic shares borders with
four countries: Germany, Austria,
Slovakia and Poland. It has a total popu-
lation of over 10.3 million and covers an
area of 78 866 square kilometres.
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PRAHA

Prague (Praha) is situated in the centre of
Europe, lying, as the crow flies, roughly the
same distance from the Baltic Sea (365
km), the North Sea (495 km) and the
Adriatic Sea (490 km). The region lies in the
central part of the Czech highlands (Ceska
vysoc€ina) and in the south, the River
Berounka meets the Vitava. The Czech
tableland extends into the south-east of
the region. The highest point is on the
plateau of Zli¢in (399 m) which lies in the
south-west and the lowest is the River
Vitava at the northern edge of the city
(177 m), which makes a total height differ-
ence of over 200 m within a relatively small
area. As a result of the effects of erosion,
Prague lies on a plateau cut by the deep
valleys of the River Vitava and its tribu-
taries.

The city’s origins date back to the second
half of the ninth century when Prague cas-
tle was founded and individual settlements
gradually developed under its protection.
These eventually formed four independent
cities, one of which, the ‘Old Town’, was
even before 1280 called ‘caput regni’ —
the capital city of the Czech Kingdom.

Another important date in the city’s devel-
opment was the year 1784 when these four
cities merged to form the city of Prague.
Between 1850 and 1901 four more obce
were annexed. In 1920 Greater Prague was
established joining another 39 surrounding
obce to the existing eight Prague sectors.
The growth gradually continued up until
1974 when another 30 obce of Central
Bohemia joined Prague.

Today, Prague is divided into 57 municipal
sectors (méstské ¢asti). It is administered
by the Council of Representatives of the
City of Prague (Zastupitelstvo hl.m. Prahy),
the City Council (Rada hl.m. Prahy) and the
municipal authorities (Magistrat hl.m.
Prahy).

Prague is surrounded by the region of
Central Bohemia and covers an area of
496 kmz, representing only 0.6 % of the
national total, although with over 1.2 mil-
lion inhabitants it is the fourth largest
region in population terms.

Prague castle, the St. Vitus cathedral and the tower of St. Nicholas’s church.

Prague
Main indicators
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A unique city

The exceptional situation of Prague results
not only from its official status as the
Czech capital and its economic impor-
tance, but also from its position as a
unique memorial of Czech history, and a
centre of cultural and scientific develop-
ment and architectural treasures. This has
been recognised by the city’s classification
as a cultural historical site by Unesco.
Karlova University, founded in 1348 and
one of the oldest universities of Europe, is
based in Prague.

Prague is also a strong industrial centre
and has a dynamically developing services
sector. Unemployment is very low, there
are even more vacancies than job appli-
cants in some areas.
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Not everything is rosy though; there is an
excessive level of road traffic owing to
increases particularly in the number of
passenger vehicles (from 270 per 1 000
inhabitants in 1990 to 440 in 1996). This
has contributed to the poor quality of air as
compared to the national average. The
region also experiences some
unfavourable demographic trends, with a
high average age of the population, low
birth rate, high mortality rate, and a high
divorce rate.

The crime rate is high too, with the number
of reported crimes in 1995 (70.6 per 1 000
inhabitants) being twice the 35.7 national
average.
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One and a half million foreign visitors in 1995

International cooperation takes place in
banking, environmental issues, education,
trade, and many other areas. Many inter-
national companies, organisations and
firms have established in Prague and they
now number over 11 000. Examples are
Allianz, Eurest, Coca-Cola, Pepsi-Cola,
Delvita, Dresdner Bank, Fischer Reisen,
Hewlett-Packard, |kea, McDonald’s,
Mercedes-Benz, Nestlé Food, Philips,
Raiffeisenbank, Siemens, etc.

The Czech Republic is a member of a
number of international organisations and
has concluded a number of contracts and
agreements concerning different types of
international cooperation. As well as some
international institutions, the radio broad-
casting station Free Europe is also based
in Prague.

CZECH REPUBLIC

Which regions are similar to
Praha?

Population :
1.2 million inhabitants
Steiermark (A)
Seine-Maritime (F)

Age structure:
31 % under 25
Algarve (P)
Ita-Suomi (FIN)
Kérnten (A)

Employment structure:
76 % in services
Uusimaa (FIN)
Vlaams Brabant (B)

Another significant aspect of international
cooperation and of the country’s openness
to the world is tourism. Of the total of
about 1 500 000 foreigners who visited
Prague in 1995, 26.5 % were German,
10.1 % ltalian, 7.6 % Spanish, 5 % British,
5.7 % American, and 5.6 % French. These
visitors have generated significant income
for Prague’s tourism industry.

Density of Economically active (1)
District Area, total Mid-year population pop.
(ha) per km2 Total Agricult. | Industry
1995 1991 1995 1995 abs. % %
Capital City of Prague 49 612 1214 959 1212 655 2439 648 993 1.8 19.9
Czech Republic 7 886 621 10 308 682 10 330 759 131 5421 102 11.6 373

1) 1991 Housing and Population Census.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Prague
Structure of employment by sector (%)

Agriculture
0.7 %

Industry
233%

Services
76 %

Prague
Structure of employment by sex (%)

90

Total Men Women

. Agriculture . Industry . Services

The lowest unemployment rates in the country

Traditionally, Prague has the lowest unem-
ployment rates of the Czech Republic. In
1996, the general unemployment rate (as
measured by the labour force survey) in
Prague stood at 1.3 %, significantly below
the 3.2 % national average. The registered
unemployment rate in the same year stood
at just 0.32 %; again very favourable when
compared with the 3.04 % national aver-
age.

The reason why unemployment is the low-
est of all the regions in the country is the
high supply of jobs, often exceeding
demand in some areas of activities. The
development of a market economy after
1989 gave an impetus to the creation of a
number of new jobs in the distributive
trade, repairs and other services, catering
and crafts. All of these sectors developed
dynamically, and particularly in Prague.

Industrial companies are mostly located
outside of the centre and give employment
to the population living on the outskirts of
the capital, as well as those that commute
from the central Bohemia region.

Incomes (%) 1995

Because of its status as the capital city,
Prague is where the central authorities and
organisations, banks, top health establish-
ments and institutions of higher education
are concentrated. This results in employ-
ment opportunities in administration,
health care, teaching, technology and
management — providing many more jobs
in these fields than the other regions of the
country do.

Prague is also notable for the large number
of self-employed businessmen — 103 100
in spring 1996 — and these represent a far
higher proportion of the total work force in
Prague than in other regions.

The high levels of employment in Prague
are also evidenced by the fact that as a
proportion of the employed, foreign work-
ers are more than twice as numerous as
the national average. Prague also has the
largest proportion of people above the offi-
cial retirement age in employment.

Incomes from work Other incomes
From Other Social Pensions Incomes
employment incomes in kind
Prague 49.78 12.33 20.21 14.43 2.95
Czech Republic 47.95 9.84 23.23 1555 1.52

Prague
Structure of employment by age group (%)

25

20

1524 25°34 35-44 45°54 55-64 65+
m Non-employees W Employees
Prague
% of employees in part-time work
by age group 1995
50
40
30
20
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il I B =
156—24 2534 3544 4554 55-64 65+
| Prague B czecn Republic

Prague Unemployed — (1 000)
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Total
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An ageing population

With a population of over 1.2 million,
Prague is by far the largest Czech city, hav-
ing more than three times the population of
the second largest city, Brno. Compared
with the other regions, it is the fourth
largest in terms of population size,
accounting for 11.8 % of the country’s total
population.

Understandably, the gradual incorporation
of neighbouring areas into Prague, togeth-
er with its own demographic development,
was reflected in the growth of the number
of inhabitants. This growing population
necessitated the construction of many

Prague Population (1 000)

1500

Total

1000 o

e <25

<65

. . . . o
1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

Dependency on other
regions for vital supplies

Drinking water, heat, electric power, and
food supplies are vital for a city such as
Prague with over a million inhabitants.
Three waterworks supply Prague with
drinking water, of which the Zelivka water-
works is the most significant in terms of
capacity. It draws and treats water from the
River Zelivka and accounts for 60 % of all
the drinking water supplied. Another
source which supplies 22 % of Prague’s
drinking water is the Karané waterworks,
25 km from the city. It treats groundwater
drawn out of the surrounding gravel and

Demographics indicators

blocks of flats to house the population
moving out of the centre. This change in
balance is clearly shown by the fact that in
1961 the four inner districts of Prague
accounted for 34.2 % of Prague’s popula-
tion, by 1970 this figure had dropped to
29.8 %, in 1980 to 23.5 % and in 1991 to
just 19.2 %.

The size and distribution of population
varies considerably from one sector to
another. Four sectors have populations
exceeding 100 000, 23 have less than
2 000 and five have a population of less
than 500.

Population by age — 1995

CZECH REPUBLIC

Since the 1960s there have been clear
trends in the demographic development of
Prague. Except for the years 1973 to 1979,
the number of live births has not exceeded
the number of deaths, so that the long-
term natural population growth has been
negative. This implies that the overall pop-
ulation growth was the result of net inward
migration only. Another consequence of
the negative demographic development is
the gradual ageing of the Prague popula-
tion — the under-15 population is signifi-
cantly lower than the post-working age
population. Prague is also notable for its
divorce rate which is relatively high com-
pared with other regions of the Czech
Republic.

M+F M+F M F

1000 % % %
15 189 15.6 16.9 14.4
15-24 183 15.1 16.3 14.1
25-34 156 12.9 13.3 12,5
35-44 173 14.3 14.6 14.0
45-54 197 16.3 16.6 16.1
55-64 118 9.7 9.5 9.9
>65 194 16.0 12.8 18.9
Total 1210 100.0 100.0 100.0

sand strata and artesian wells as well as
surface water from the River Jizera. The
third is the Podoli waterworks which uses
untreated water from the River Vitava.

Most heat consumed in Prague is pro-
duced by installations located within the
region. A significant source for Prague 10
and some other areas is the heat-feeder
run from the town of Mélnik. This pipeline
transports the hot water produced as a by-
product of the electricity-generating power
station over a distance of 30-40 km to heat
buildings in the city. Prague, just as the
rest of the country, is supplied with natural
gas by pipeline from Russia and, since
May 1997, from Norway. Electric power

1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

% % % % %
Marriages 7.6 9.6 7.5 6.8 5.4
Divorces 2.9 3.3 3.6 3.3 3.5
Live births 8.5 11.8 12.9 10.6 7.8
Deaths 10.6 14.3 14.9 13.0 12.5
Total increase 2.0 1.9 -0.6 1.3 -3.9
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generation capacities in Prague are small,
and the capital city is therefore supplied
with electric power from other regions.

Prague is far from being self-sufficient in
the production of food and is therefore
reliant on food from other regions, particu-
larly vegetables grown in the River Labe
(the Elbe) area near the capital.

Migration per 1 000 — 1995

number %o
Immigrants, total 12 486 10.3
Emigrants, total 11 492 9.5
Internal migration
— immigrants 9615 7.9
— emigrants 11 414 9.4

Life expectancy at birth -1995
Life expectancy at birth

70.78
76.47

— males

— females




CZECH REPUBLIC

Main enterprises — Prague

Main employers:

Activity

o CKD Tatra manufacture of trams
o CKD Lokomotivka manufacture of engines (locomotives)
o CKD Dukla boilers and heater elements

o Ceské energetické zavody a.s.

generation and distribution of electricity

¢ \/odni stavby a.s.

construction and manufacturing

¢ InZzenyrské a primyslové stavby a.s.

construction and manufacturing

o Cokoladovny a.s.

chocolate products

e Metrostav a.s.

construction and manufacturing

e Stavby silnic a zeleznic a.s.

construction and manufacturing

o Ceské drahy s.p.

railway transport

e Dopravni podnik hl.m. Prahy

city transport

o Ceské aerolinie a.s.

air transport

e Podnik vypocetni techniky a.s.

computer services

o Ceska televize

Prominent industrial centre

Despite the process of transformation and
structural change since 1989, Prague
remains a prominent industrial centre, with
16.7 % of its working population in 1995
employed in industry, primarily in engineer-
ing, food, chemicals and pharmaceuticals.
Construction continues to be a significant
employer, with 9 % of the region’s work
force. The next largest group is transport
and communications, making up a total of
8.4 % of 1995 employment in Prague.

Environment — 1995

television broadcasting and production

The economic significance of Prague is
primarily due to the intensive concentra-
tion of financial and other services and
trade, as well as construction and industry
on its territory. This economic strength is
reflected in the registered unemployment
rate, which in 1996 was only one tenth of
the national average.

The importance of the services sector to
Prague’s economy can be seen from its
contribution to employment; retailing and
repair services employed 16.2 % of the

Composition of households — 1992

No of households 502 171
Average per household:
members 2.40
economically active 1.13
children not provided for 0.59
pensioners not working 0.55
other members 0.13

Prague work force in 1995. Tourism is also
a major industry in Prague, with 284
accommodation establishments with
almost 40 000 beds catering for domestic
and international visitors. The number of
overnight stays exceeded 3.3 million in
1995, 84.4 % of which were by foreigners.

Agriculture is not significant in the Prague
area, except for poultry farming (for exam-
ple at Xaverov and Libus).

Czech Wages by sector — 1992

Prague Republic Czeqh
Prague Republic

Proportion of total national
environment investment 2.69 10.00 LT : s 1100
: - Construction 125 109
Z;oz?]g:?unr:foﬁhwronment Agriculture and fishing 119 84
ENater prote(:.tion 58.72 38.07 Trade and repair of consumer goods 148 88
Air protection 1.90 54.51 Hotels and restaurants 120 89
Waste management 39.38 7.41 Transport 129 101

Pollution remains a
problem

The poor state of the environment in
Prague is only equalled by the most pollut-
ed areas of North Bohemia and North
Moravia. In the past the countryside was
deforested, drained and built on. After the
city walls were dismantled, the space
cleared was built upon — unlike in many
other European cities and towns — so in
consequence Prague has few public green
areas.

The fall-out from airborne ash and gaseous
pollutants effect the cleanness of the city
and the health of its inhabitants. Smog,
with all of its negative consequences,
hangs over Prague in calm weather. An
alarming 71 % of the inhabitants of Prague
live in areas polluted with nitrogen oxides,
and the concentration of sulphur in the air
is also high. The main causes of this condi-
tion are due to the location of Prague in a
valley basin and to the impacts of civilisa-
tion, notably the unprecedented growth of
traffic. While the number of passenger cars
grew by 6 000 every year in the 1980s, the

annual increase in the period of 1990-95
was as high as 40 000. In December 1995
there were 443 passenger cars per 1 000
inhabitants in Prague and the number has
continued to increase.

On the other hand, the total emissions
from non-traffic polluters has fallen. The
largest decrease has been recorded for
solid emissions, resulting principally from
the gradual replacement of fossil fuel with
gas, and the improvement of the efficiency
of the main power plants.
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Agriculture
Prague

Percentage of agricultural products in gross

agricultural output, 1994
— Cereals

— Milk

— Cattle for slaughter, total
— Animal products, total

CZECH REPUBLIC

Number of pupils 1995-96

Livestock (1 March 1995)
— Bovine animals
— Pigs

Number of permanently economically active actual

persons in agriculture
— self-employed farmers,
entrepreneurs and their dependants

The centre of the country’s
transport networks

The transport system of the capital city is
based on 2 838 km of local roads, three
metro lines, 30 tram lines and 203 city bus
routes. The city is linked to the rest of the
country by 234 bus routes (with 149 bus
stops within the city limits), 10 Czech rail
lines with 43 stations, the Prague airport
and three ports on the River Vitava for
goods transport. Recreational transport
along the river is served by 11 landing
places in Prague.

Traditionally, Prague is the country’s main
centre of international transport in the
directions east-west and north-south. At
the same time, it is also the largest trans-
port junction interconnecting different
regions of the Czech Republic.

Transport and communications — 1995

Prague
M+F F
20.7 1 000 %
3.0
10.1 Pre-school 32.5
e Primary 102.4 48.9
795 Secondary (general) 58.0 57.8
1653 Secondary (vocational) 26.5 36.9
1 427 Tertiary study 54,2 41.8
123 Total 273.6

Prague’s transport network can be consid-
ered in two parts: a network directly
involved in international transport and a
network serving the local needs of the city.
Before the split of Czechoslovakia, the first
motorway (D1) was constructed from
Prague to Brno and Bratislava. A new
motorway, the D5 from Prague to
Nilrnberg is under construction, as is the
motorway D8 from Prague to Dresden and
Berlin. The construction of a motorway to
link Prague and Linz is being planned.

Prague is also a significant railway junc-
tion. Stress is now being put on the devel-
opment of European standard rail trans-
port (e.g. Eurocity), and little-used railway
lines are being put out of service.
Reconstruction of the main lines for the
operation of express trains is under prepa-
ration and this should provide high-com-
fort travelling on the primarily international
long-distance routes.

The backbone of the city transport net-
work is the metro, brought into service in
1974 and which is still being extended.
Three lines operate currently, connecting
the city centre with the largest satellite
housing estates.

The largest airport in the Czech Republic is
that in Praha-Ruzyné. It is used for domes-
tic and international flights. At present, the
airport is under extensive reconstruction
which will finally make it possible for even
the biggest aircraft to land and will
increase the airport’s current capacity
three times to an annual six million pas-
sengers.

% of population connected to public water supply
and sewerage and with waste water treatment — 1995

Cars as % total vehicles

Number of cars per 1 000 population

Km of national road per 1 000 cars

Km of national road per 1 000 population

Telephone density
(lines per 1 000 population)
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Czech
Prague  Republic Prague
76.9 53.9 Total
442.9 301.7 Water 100
0.8 17.8 Sewerage 94.3
Waste water 100
0.4 5.4




CZECH REPUBLIC

STREDOCESKY

The region of Central Bohemia
(StredocCesky) lies in the centre of the
Czech Republic and completely surrounds
the region of Prague. Central Bohemia
covers 11 014 km representing 14 % of the
Czech Republic’s total area. Arable land
alone makes up 51 % of the region, with all
agricultural land together representing
61 % of land use. This high proportion of
agricultural land exceeds that of the other
Czech regions and a significant area is
used for growing hops and for orchards.
Forest land covers another 28 % of the
region, with extensive forests being found
in the areas of Dobfi§, Rozmital and
KFivoklat.

The region’s highest point is the peak of
Tok (865 m) in the Brdské hfebeny moun-
tain range in the district of Pribram, with
the lowest, at 153 m, being the river Labe
(the Elbe) in the district of Mélnik.

Central Bohemia is situated in the Labe
river basin from where all water flows into
the North Sea. The Labe is the largest river
in this region and supplies the region with
water for industrial use, and plays an
important role in water transport. The
Vitava, the second largest river of the
Czech Republic, divides the region from
north to south and serves transport, ener-
gy and recreational functions through a
series of reservoirs. The Rivers Jizera and
Zelivka provide sources of drinking water.
The largest reservoir is at Orlik in the dis-
trict of Pfibram, spreading over an area of
2732 ha and into the region of South
Bohemia. The second largest is the Svihov
reservoir on the River Zelivka (1 670 ha)
ahead of the Slapy reservoir which, with its
1 392 ha, ranks third.

The region is divided into 12 districts with
a total of 1 148 local administrative units
(obce).

Central Bohemia prides itself on the four
protected landscape areas — Cesky Kras
(the Bohemian Karst), the areas of KFivok-
lat and Kokofin and the Blanik mountain
— located in the region. The town of
Podébrady is famous for its mineral water
and spa facilities for the treatment of vas-
cular and heart diseases. Other spa towns
are Lazné TouSer and Sadska.

The Sazava River in the district of BeneSov

Central Bohemia
Main indicators
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A region without a centre

The industrial strength of Central Bohemia
is shown by its large share of the total
Czech industrial output, amounting in 1995
to 14% of the total national industrial
production by value. The region is also a
significant agricultural producer, notably
for cereals, sugar beet and livestock.

Its location in the centre of the country and
close links to Prague create good opportu-
nities and conditions for employment,
housing and capital construction, the
transport services network, and the deve-
lopment of business activities.

The region’s main negative characteristics
are its unfavourable demographic struc-
ture (a high average age of the population,

®
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low birth rate and a high mortality rate) and
the necessity to bring in electric power
from other regions as the power stations
based in Central Bohemia generate only
3 % of the national total.

Furthermore, the industrial character of
much of the region has resulted in signifi-
cant environmental problems with polluted
rivers, damaged forests and lead-contami-
nated land.

As the region’s administrative institutions
are all located in Prague, Central Bohemia
has no main regional city that would act as
its own administrative and economic cen-
tre. This is also the case for the two dis-
tricts of Praha-vychod and Praha-zapad
that surround Prague.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Which regions are similar to
Stredo&esky

Population:
1.1 million inhabitants
La Coruna (E)
Val-d'Oise (F)
Tyne and Wear (UK)

Population density:
101 inhabitants per km2
Barnim (D)
Maine-et-Loire (F)
Csongrad (HU)

Land use:

28 % forest
Auvergne (F)
Buzau (RO)

Foreign investment in the region’s industry

Central Bohemia has a unique position
compared with the other regions of the
country. It surrounds the national capital,
Prague, and does not have its own region-
al capital city. It is thus effectively repre-
sented by Prague in the area of interna-
tional relations, and international coopera-
tion is focused mainly on industrial and
commercial contacts and on tourism.

There are several enterprises with signifi-
cant foreign involvement in the region. The

largest of these is the Czech car factory
Skoda in Mlada Boleslav which is closely
associated with Volkswagen, but other
notable companies include Delphi Packard
Electric, Linde Frigera, Phoenix Zeppelin,
Lonza Biotec, TRW Carr and Thermo King.

In 1995, a total of 163 381 international
tourists were recorded as having stayed at
least one night in Central Bohemia.
However, for many of them Central
Bohemia was only a transit place on their

way to Prague and some used the region’s
accommodation establishments in the
areas around Prague as accommodation
there is cheaper than in the city. There are
some places of interest for tourists in
Central Bohemia, such as the Karlstejn
castle. As is the case for Prague, the devel-
opment of tourism after 1989 has resulted
in an increased inflow of tourists, primarily
from western Europe and further overseas.

Density of Economically active 1

District Area, total Mid-year population pop.

(ha) per km2 Total Agricult. | Industry

1995 1991 1995 1995 abs. % %
Benesov 144 351 88 232 87 169 60 45 780 23.0 31.8
Beroun 66 191 75 821 75 322 114 40 478 1.5 43.8
Kladno 69 148 149 346 149 821 217 78 875 7.4 45.0
Kolin 81 888 91 079 89 983 110 47 962 14.8 875
Kutna Hora 93 722 78 983 78 385 83 40 696 20.0 38.0
Mélnik 71238 94 429 94 541 133 51 012 13.0 41.8
Mlada Boleslav 105 778 111 775 112 352 106 58 659 13.9 45.7
Nymburk 90 316 89 140 87 975 97 46 333 16.9 31.4
Praha - vychod 59 697 93 621 93 329 156 50 115 11.6 8eNG
Praha - zapad 63 282 76 192 76 471 121 40 882 13.0 28.0
Pfibram 162 807 108 772 107 968 66 56 255 16.7 35.7
Rakovnik 93 027 55 102 54 213 58 28 469 22.3 33.0
Central Bohemia 1101 446 1112 492 1107 529 100 585 516 588 &l
Czech Republic 7 886 621 10 308 682 10 330 759 131 5421 102 11.6 37.3

11991 Housing and Population Census.
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Central Bohemia
Structure of employment by sector(%)

Agriculture
82%

Industry
38.4 %

Services
53.4 %

Central Bohemia
Structure of employment by sex (%)

90

80
70

Total Men Women

. Agriculture . Industry . Services

Unemployment rates below the national average

Despite a distinct decrease in employment
in heavy industry and the mining of miner-
als, which have long been major employers
in Central Bohemia, the unemployment
rate of the region’s below the national aver-
age. Employment in the other sectors of
the region’s economy have increased,
compensating for the losses in mining and
heavy industry. Trends in employment in
individual districts suggest that the dis-
tricts of Pfibram and Kolin account for
more than a half of the new jobs in Central
Bohemia.

In the spring of 1996, general unemploy-
ment (as measured by the labour force
survey) was 2.9 %, while registered unem-
ployment in the region amounted to 2.6 %
(December 1995). Unemployment figures
for the districts of Praha-vychod and
Praha-zapad were even lower (below 1 %).
An explanation is the vicinity of Prague, the
capital city, which offers a number of jobs
to the population of these districts. These
districts have relatively good transport
connections with Prague which facilitates
commuting. The highest rate of registered
unemployment was measured in the dis-
tricts of Kladno (4.4 %), Kolin and Pfibram
(3.9 %), and Nymburk (3.5 %). Kladno was
also among the districts with the highest

Incomes (%) — 1995

number of people unemployed for more
than one year. The reason for such high
unemployment in these districts is the sup-
pression of activities in heavy industry and
mining of minerals which has particularly
affected Kladno and Pfibram.

The structure of employment does not dif-
fer greatly from the Czech average,
although with 1995 statistical returns from
companies showing 42.5 % of jobs being
in industry (excluding small businesses),
Central Bohemia could be considered the
third most industrial region in the country.

In terms of the average monthly wage in
1995, the region is placed second after
Prague.

Incomes from work Other incomes
From Other Social Pensions Incomes
employment incomes in kind
Central Bohemia 42.90 12.57 2410 16.95 0.96
Czech Republic 47.95 9.84 23.23 15.55 1.521

10

Central Bohemia
Structure of employment by age group (%)

25

20

o o o o o o
15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
H Non-employees M Employees

Central Bohemia
% of employees in part-time work
by age group — 1995

50
4
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20
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1624 2534 3544 4554 5564 65+
I centrai Bohernia I Gzech Republic

Central Bohemia unemployed (1 000)
Total

20

‘N/o Females
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1995 1994 1993
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Low population density

With the exception of Prague, Central
Bohemia has the oldest population of the
Czech Republic, with an average age of
379 years. The region has the highest
death rate (12.7 per 1 000 population) and
the lowest birthrate (after Prague) with an
annual 9.1 births per 1 000 population.
These facts combine to give a constant
natural decrease of the population which
amounted to 3.6 people per 1 000 inhabi-
tants in 1995. This was offset to some
extent by migration into the region; Central
Bohemia had the highest rate of net inward
migration in the Czech Republic in 1995 at
2.5 people per 1 000 inhabitants well —
above the 1.0 national average.

Central Bohemia popuiation (1 000)

1500

\.\Ja‘
1000

500

0 o o o . o
1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

The region is also notable for its relatively
low infant mortality rate of 5.8 deaths per
1 000 live births in 1995. This is much bet-
ter than the Czech average (7.7), and only
South Moravia has a lower rate.

The region’s population at the end of 1995
of 1 106 738 amounted to 10.7 % of the
national total and the average population
density of 100 inhabitants per km, is below
the average for the Czech Republic of 131
per km, by a considerable margin. The
region is more densely populated in the
areas surrounding Prague and in its north-
ern part. The main towns of each of the 12
districts house 26 % of the population, and
approximately 54 % live in all the region’s
65 towns. Kladno, with a total of 72 000
inhabitants, is the largest obec (local

Population by age — 1995

CZECH REPUBLIC

administrative unit) of the region. Other
large towns include Mlada Boleslav
(45 000), Pfibram (37 000), Kolin (32 000)
and Kutna Hora (22 000). Ninety-four obce
have less than 100 inhabitants, the small-
est being Rabakov in the district of Mlada
Boleslav, with a population of just 25.

M-+F M+F M F

1000 % % %
<15 197 17.8 18.7 16.9
15-24 183 16.5 17.3 15.7
25-34 141 12.8 13.4 12.1
35-44 159 14.3 14.9 13.8
45-54 164 14.7 15.3 14.3
55-64 108 9.8 9.4 10.2
>65 156 14.1 11.0 17.0
Total 1107 100.0 100.0 100.0

Wealth of natural mineral resources

There are deposits of several minerals in
the area, primarily coal which is mined in
deep seams in the Kladno-Rakovnik basin.
The mining of low grade iron ore has
ceased in Vlastéjovice na Sazavé and the
Beroun and Pfibram areas of Barrandien
and the mining of gold at Jilové u Prahy
and at Roudna u Vlasimi is no longer
viable. The town of Kutna Hora, which was
renowned for its silver, still has deposits of
poly-metal ores (lead, zinc, copper and sil-

Demographics indicators

ver). Lead-zinc ores are still mined around
the town of Pfibram. Antimony is found in
the centre of Povltavi (the area surrounding
the River Vltava) and large deposits of top-
quality limestone are found near the River
Berounka.

The district of Rakovnik is rich in ceramic
and other clays and shale, and significant
reserves of brick-clay material can be
found near the towns of Kolin and Kutna

1961 1970 1980 1991 1995
% % % % %
Marriages 6.9 8.7 7.2 7.0 5.3
Divorces 1.3 1.9 2.2 2.8 3.0
Live births 11.9 14.0 14.3 11.8 9.1
Deaths 12.3 15.1 15.4 13.5 12.7
Total increase 1.1 =2!5 -0.2 —-2.6 -1.1
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Hora. Gravel sand is extracted in the area
around the River Labe and wind-deposited
sand suitable for foundries is found close
to the town of Podébrady. Decorative and
construction granite is quarried in the
Sazava river basin and the central Vitava
river basin.

Migration per 1 000 — 1995

number %
Immigrants, total 10 994 9.9
Emigrants, total 8 275 7.5
Internal migration
— immigrants 10 420 9.4
— emigrants 8 242 7.4

Life expectancy at birth 1995
Life expectancy at birth

68.78
75.91

— males

— females
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CZECH REPUBLIC

Main enterprises — Central Bohemia

Main employers:

Activity

e Sellier a Bellot a.s. Vlasim

weapons and ammunition

e Buzuluk a.s. Beroun

rubber-processing machines

o Ceskomoravské doly a.s. Kladno

coal mining, preparation and sales

e Poldi ocel s.r.o. Kladno

high-grade steel and metals

e Kablo Kladno a.s.

electrical cables

e Koramo Kolin a.s.

oil refining

¢ Tabak a.s. Kutna Hora

tobacco products

¢ \/itana a.s. BySice

food concentrates

e Spolana a.s. Neratovice

basic chemicals

e Kaucuk a.s Kralupy n. Vitavou

synthetic rubber and plastics

e Skoda a.s. Mlada Boleslav

passenger cars and engines

e Carborundum Electrite a.s. Benatky
nad Jizerou

manufacture of abrasive materials

o COS Nymburk

manufacture of railway locomotives

e RKZ a.s. Rakovnik

Highly developed industrial

Central Bohemia is a highly developed
region industrially where engineering and
heavy industry prevail. Almost all branches
of industry are represented in the region’s
economy. The area of Mlada Boleslav has
become a centre for transport engineering
of nationwide significance, and mechani-
cal engineering works are found through-
out the region.

Coal from Kladno is the main energy

source for Central Bohemia. However,
some brown coal and much electric power

Environment 1995

manufacture of tiles

structure

has to be brought in from other regions.
The largest thermal power station lies at
Dolni Befkovice near Mélnik. In peak hours
the Orlik hydro-electric power plant is
used.

Large cement factories and kilns are oper-
ated in the area of Beroun, and the districts
of Beroun and Kladno are the core of the
region’s metallurgical industry. Two large
chemical plants are located on the River
Labe in the lowlands around Mélnik. The
food processing industry is also of impor-

Composition of households — 1992

No of households 423 604
Average per household:
members 2.59
economically active 1.18
children not provided for 0.64
pensioners not working 0.64
other members 0.13

tance. Central Bohemia is best known for
the manufacture of cars, synthetic rubber,
LPs and abrasive material.

Thanks largely to the growing of sugar
beet, for which good conditions exist in the
area of the River Labe, the agriculture of
the region is advanced. Central Bohemia
has attained a dominant position within the
Czech Republic in the growing of sugar
beet, and is also well known for its oil-seed
rape and hop growing.

The main economic activities are mining
and quarrying, manufacturing, construc-
tion and agriculture.

Wages by sector — 1992

Central Czech Central Czech

Bohemia Republic Bohemia Republic

Proportion of total national Industry 105 100

environment investment 7.49 100.00 Construction 101 109

Proportion of environment Agriculture and fishing 104 84

exy:;;\e/nttjiture ?n:t' 4520 3807 Trade and repair of consumer goods 93 88
ater protection . .

Air protection 49 21 54.51 Hotels and restaurants 98 89

Waste management 5.63 7.41 Transport 94 101

Industry takes its toll on the environment

Man’s long history of the settlement and
use of land in Central Bohemia has result-
ed in the deforestation of the region and
the overall deterioration of its environment.

Industrial activities taking place on the ter-
ritory of the region lead to significant eco-
logical problems. The most polluted areas
include the districts of Kladno, Mélnik,
Beroun, Pfibram and Kolin. Some of the

12

biggest polluters in the country include the
Central Bohemian coal-fuelled power sta-
tions at Mélnik, the ironworks at Kladno,
chemical plants at Neratovice and Kralupy
and the cement and lime factories at
Beroun.

The Rivers Labe, Vitava and Berounka are
heavily polluted, and especially the Labe
which carries industrial waste and untreat-

ed sewage water from Eastern Bohemia.
Some 60 % of the region’s forests suffer
from the effects of pollution and the
region’s environment also suffers from
intensive mining, industrial and agricultural
activities. Lead contamination is a major
environmental problem, affecting 2.2 % of
the surface area of the region — the worst
situation of any of the Czech regions. Local
and transit road traffic crossing the region
also has a negative effect on the environ-
ment, creating air and noise pollution.
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Agriculture
Central Bohemia

Percentage of agricultural products in gross

agricultural output, 1994
— Cereals
— Milk
— Cattle for slaughter, total
— Animal products, total

CZECH REPUBLIC

Number of pupils — 1995-96

Central Bohemia

Livestock (1 March 1995)
— Bovine animals
— Pigs

Number of permanently economically active

actual persons in agriculture
— self-employed farmers,
entrepreneurs and their dependants

Region well served by rail
network

The whole transport system of Central
Bohemia is heavily influenced by the fact
that the capital city, Prague, is situated
right in the centre of the region. Transport
routes that run across the territory have
been constructed over the centuries so as
to create a radial network converging on
Prague as the centre of Bohemia. Three
motorways cross the region and another
eight significant first class roads link the
other regions with the capital city. Virtually

Transport and communications — 1995

M+F F
216 1 000 %
;gg Pre-school 33.7
50.0 Primary 104.0 49.0

132 914 Secondary (general ) 345 64.3

588 255 Secondary (vocational) 22.2 36.0

385113 Tertiary study 0 0
3915 Total 194.4

all international east-west transport runs
through the territory, especially goods
transport. Also of importance is the tourist
transit traffic across the region, especially
in the summer months.

Central Bohemia has one of the highest
proportions of passenger cars — 325 per
1 000 inhabitants in 1995 — the third
placed region after Prague and South
Bohemia. With its 26 km of national-class
road per 1 000 passenger cars and 8.5 km
per 1 000 population, the region is second
only to South Bohemia.

All the main towns of the region’s districts
are linked by the 13 express railway lines.
Rail transport is important for commuters
to Prague and for freight for the capital city.
Because of this, the Praha-Kolin electrified
line ranks among the busiest in the Czech
Republic in both passenger and freight
transport.

The largest Czech rivers, the Labe and the
Vlitava, are also important elements in the
transport system. Industrial raw materials
and supplies are transported by river, and
in particular coal for the largest coal-burn-
ing power stations in the region at Mélnik.

% of population connected to public water supply
and sewerage and with waste water treatment — 1995

Central Czech
Bohemia  Republic Central Bohemia

Cars as % total vehicles 57.5 53.9 Total
Number of cars per 1 000 population 325.3 301.7 Water 70.3
Km of national road per 1 000 cars 26.1 17.8 Sewerage 49.5
Km of national road per 1 000 population 8.5 5.4 Waste water 88.1
Telephone density
(lines per 1 000 population) 169 232
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CZECH REPUBLIC

JIHOCESKY

Geographically, South Bohemia
(JihoCesky) is an extensive valley made up
of the Ceské Budéjovice and the Treborn
basins. This valley is surrounded by the
Sumava mountains, the Novohradské
mountains, the Bohemian-Moravian
Highlands, and the Central Bohemian
Highlands. The region covers an area of
11 345 km2, (14.4 % of the country), it is
divided into eight districts and includes
743 obce (local administrative units). In the
south the region borders Austria and there
is a shorter border with Germany in the
south west.

The characteristic features of the region
are deep forests, fish ponds, lakes and
moors. Although the effects of habitation
have partially transformed the landscape,
there still remain a number of unspoilt
areas. More than a third of the region is
covered by forests, and 4 % by water. Most
of the region lies in the altitude range of
400 to 600 m, which explains its slightly
harsher climatic conditions. The highest
point of the region is the peak of Plechy at
1 378 m in the Sumava mountains, while
the lowest point (330 m) is the surface of
the Orlik reservoir in the district of Pisek.

The region lies in the basin of the upper
and middle sections of the RiverVitava and
its tributaries (the Otava, Luznice, MalSe,
Blanice and so on). More than 7 000 lakes
— for fish farming, recreation and water
supply — have been built and their com-
bined surface area totals 30 000 ha. The
largest of the fish lakes are Rozmberk (490
ha), Bezdrev (450 ha) and Horusice (415
ha); these are also the largest fish lakes of
the country.

In October 1991, the University of South
Bohemia was founded with five faculties. It
included the already existing teachers’ col-
lege and faculty of agriculture to which the
new theology, social health and biology
faculties were added. The town of
Jindfichlv Hradec became the seat of the
Faculty of Management in 1994.
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The town of Rozmberk nad Vitavou

South Bohemia
Main indicators
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Unspoilt environment, but lacking in infrastructure

The comparatively little-damaged environ-
ment of South Bohemia is one of the
region’s assets, providing conditions in the
countryside that are attractive to tourists.
The second main asset is the region’s geo-
graphical situation; the proximity of Austria
and Germany has given a stimulus to the
development of both economic coopera-
tion and tourism, encouraging the devel-
opment of businesses in the region, and
making it possible to work abroad. Thanks
to this relatively recent economic develop-
ment, the region now has one of the lowest
unemployment rates in the country.

However, the region does suffer from insuf-
ficient technical infrastructure and a lack of
facilities that would encourage further

tourism; this especially holds for the bor-
der areas which were closed to tourism
before 1990 and have consequently only
recently begun to be developed.

The region’s settlement structure is very
fragmented, with a large number of small
communities. This causes problems for the
provision of transport services and the
availability of services to the rural popula-
tion in general.

Finally there are poor conditions for agri-
cultural production, with much of the
region’s agricultural land being of inferior
quality, and climatic conditions, especially
in the foothills, being less favourable.
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DEUTSCHLAND

OSTERREICH

Cooperation with border regions of Austria and Germany

The cross-border cooperation of commu-
nities in the Czech Republic with those in
neighbouring countries is implemented
through common-interest associations
known as Euroregions. Specific measures
to solve regional issues of interest to all
parties are based on cooperation on topics
such as the environment, transport,
tourism and cultural exchanges.

The Euroregion of Sumava-Bavorsky
les-Muhlviertel was established in 1993
and it includes the area of the Sumava

mountains on the Czech side (82 obce
from the districts of Klatovy, Prachatice,
Cesky Krumlov and the West Bohemian
district of Domazlice), and communities
from the German region of Niederbayern
and the Austrian region of OberGsterreich.

The region has eight road border crossings
(six with Austria and two with Germany)
and two railway border crossings (both
with Austria). The most frequented of the
road border crossings into Austria is the
Dolni Dvoristé-Wullowitz crossing with

CZECH REPUBLIC

Which regions are similar to
Jiho€esky?

Area:
11 300 km?
Murcia (E)
Dytiki Ellada (EL)
Alvsborgs lan (S)

Age structure:
36 % under 25
Haute-Normandie (F)
Pohjois-Suomi (FIN)
Fejér (HU)

Employment structure:
38 % in industry
Niederbayern (D)

approximately 3.3 million people a year
crossing in each direction. This is an
important crossing point for coaches, with
24 000 entering the Czech Republic and
25 000 leaving in 1995.

A similar number of people used the
Strazny-Philippsreut border crossing with
Germany (3.25 million), but only about
4 000 coaches crossed at this point.
Commercial vehicles were, however, more
numerous, with 75 000 crossing in each
direction.

eurostat

Density of Economically active 1

District Area,total Mid-year population pop.

(ha) per km2 Total Agricult. | Industry

1995 1991 1995 1995 abs. % %
Ceské Budijovice 162 515 173 941 177 491 109 93 288 12.8 28.1
Cesky Krumlov 161 500 57 464 58 549 36 31 419 23.9 32.5
Jindfichuv Hradec 194 381 93 092 93 926 48 48 240 25.1 34.1
Pelhfimov 128 975 74 564 73 961 57 39 403 23.3 36.2
Pisek 113 803 71999 70 930 62 37 495 19.7 33.8
Prachatice 137 483 51 077 51 481 37 26 859 23.4 29.2
Strakonice 103 170 71 960 70 987 106 58 659 13.9 45.7
Tabor 132 720 104 099 103 816 78 54 429 17.2 33.3
South Bohemia 1134 547 698 196 701 141 62 368 283 20.8 33.2
Czech Republic 7 886 621 10 308 682 10 330 759 131 5421 102 11.6 373
11991 Housing and Population Census.
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South Bohemia
Structure of employment by sector (%)
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Considerable improvement in the rate of unemployment

South Bohemia experienced the highest
rate of unemployment of all the regions of
the Czech Republic in 1991. This situation
has become considerably better — from
1992 onwards the rate began to fall gradu-
ally, to stabilise at just over 2 %.

The development of tourism and the asso-
ciated development of services and busi-
ness and trade activities concentrated on
public catering, accommodation, con-
struction, the repair of motor vehicles,
small trades, etc. led to the creation of
many new jobs. This gave a favourable
boost to the employment opportunities in
the region to the extent that since 1993
South Bohemia’s unemployment rate has
been one of the lowest in the Czech
Repubilic.

In the spring of 1996, the rates of general
and registered unemployment stood at
2.3% and 2.2 %, respectively. Registered
unemployment was lowest in the districts
of JindfichGv Hradec (1.3 %) and Ceské
Budegjovice (1.4 %) and highest in the dis-
trict of Cesky Krumlov (3.5 %).

Industry accounted for a lower proportion
of jobs in South Bohemia in 1995 than in
the other regions, with 36.2% of jobs
according to statistical returns (which
exclude small businesses and small

Incomes (%) — 1995

farms). Conversely, and as one would
expect from such a rural region, the pro-
portion of jobs in agriculture and fishing
was the highest in the Czech Republic;
9.8 % according to statistical returns, or
11.8 % according to the autumn 1995
labour force survey. Average wages in agri-
culture and fishing in 1995 in South
Bohemia were above the Czech average
and were only bettered in Prague and
Central Bohemia.

Incomes from work Other incomes
From Other Social Pensions Incomes
employment incomes in kind
South Bohemia 45.03 12.48 23.13 15.51 1.28
Czech Republic 47.95 9.84 23.23 15.55 1.52
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Marked differences in population density within the region

South Bohemia is the least populated
region of the Czech Republic. In 1995 it
had a population of 700 831 and a density
of population of only 62 per km2. Ceské
Budéjovice is the most densely populated
obec in the region and houses approxi-
mately one quarter of the region’s popula-
tion, with 100 000 inhabitants concentrat-
ed in the town of Ceské Budé&jovice itself.
Approximately one third of the region’s
inhabitants live in just the five obce with
populations of more than 20 000 inhabi-
tants: Ceské Budégjovice, Tabor (37 000
inhabitants), Pisek (30 000), Strakonice
(25 000) and Jindfichlv Hradec (23 000).

South Bohemia’s rural character can be
seen from the fact that only 3.3 % of the

South Bohemia Population (1 000)
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A region of forests and
peat

While South Bohemia is not particularly
rich in mineral raw materials, it prides itself
on large forests, mainly in the Sumava
mountains and the Novohradské moun-
tains. Wood is one of principal exported
commodities of South Bohemia. The
region also has wood-based industries;
the furniture factory at LiSov, for example.
The region’s resources include many lakes
and fish ponds used for fish farming and
the rearing of geese and ducks.

Demographic indicators

region’s obce have over 5 000 inhabitants,
even though more than half of the popula-
tion live in these obce. On the other hand,
small obce, with up to 200 inhabitants,
account for 43 % of the total number of
obce, but are inhabited by only 15 % of the
region’s population. There are as many as
142 obce with resident populations of less
than 100, with the smallest being Zavraty
in the district of Ceské Budg&jovice with a
mere 23 people.

The average age of the region’s population
is relatively low when compared to the
national total. Divorce and death rates are
also lower, but the birth rate is higher than
in other parts of the country. The 1995 fig-
ures for the region were a death rate of

Population by age — 1995

CZECH REPUBLIC

11.3 per 1 000 population and a birth rate
of 9.6 per 1 000.

Throughout recent times the region’s pop-
ulation has grown steadily, both by natural
increase and inward migration. The excep-
tion to this is the year 1994 which, for the
first time in the region’s history, witnessed
a small net natural decrease — of 207 peo-
ple — in the population. However, this neg-
ative phenomenon was offset by a positive
migration balance with a net 799 people
moving into the region.

M+F M+F M F

1 000 % % %
<15 197 17.8 18.7 16.9
15-24 183 16.5 17.3 15.7
25-34 141 12.8 13.4 12.1
35-44 159 14.3 14.9 13.8
45-54 164 14.7 15.3 14.3
55-64 108 9.8 9.4 10.2
>65 156 141 11.0 17.0
Total 1107 100.0 100.0 100.0

The region has sufficient building materi-
als, glass sands, clay and building stone.
Supplies of refractory clay are found at
several places, such as at Zliv, and clay-
stone is extracted close to Bechyné.
Crystalline limestone is extracted in the
region too. Peat deposits in the district of
Trebor and in the valley of the River Vitava
constitute most of the peat supplies of the
country. Also significant are the deposits of
graphite at Netolice. Diatomaceous earth,
a material used in ceramics, is found close
to Borovany, where there are also small
deposits of anthracite.

1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

% % % % %
Marriages 7.3 8.8 7.3 6.7 5.4
Divorces 0.8 1.5 1.9 2.6 29
Live births 14.0 15.1 15.4 12.8 9.6
Deaths 11.1 13.3 13.2 11.9 11.3
Total increase 0.5 2.4 4.4 1.6 -0.4
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Lake Lipno, the largest body of water in the
Czech Republic, and Lake Orlik, which
partially extends into Central Bohemia,
provide recreational facilities and Lake
Rimov supplies drinking water to a sub-
stantial part of the region. Recently, the
Hnévkovice reservoir was created to sup-
ply the Temelin nuclear power plant with
water.

Migration per 1 000 — 1995

number %o
Immigrants, total 4513 6.4
Emigrants, total 3 569 5.1
Internal migration
— immigrants 3793 7.9
— emigrants 3 504 9.4

Life expectancy at birth —1995
Life expectancy at birth

69.56
76.32

— males

— females
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Main enterprises — South Bohemia

Main employers:

Activity

e Jitex a.s. Pisek

textiles and clothing

e Z\\VZ a.s. Milevsko

air-handling equipment

e Otavan a.s. Trebon

clothing

¢ \/odni stavby Bohemia a.s.
Ceské Budéjovice

construction

e JihoGeské mlékarny a.s.
Ceské Budéjovice

dairy products

e CZ a.s. Strakonice

manufacture of machinery

e Jitona a.s. Sobéslav

furniture

e JihoCeska energetika a.s.

generation and distribution of electric power

Ceské Budsgjovice

and heat

¢ SPT Telecom Ceské Budé&jovice

telecommunications

e Motor Jikov a.s Ceské Budé&jovice

vehicle components and small agricultural
machinery

Half of the country’s fish
production

Industrial production is concentrated
mainly around and in the Ceské
Budéjovice area, although the districts of
Tabor and Strakonice also contribute sig-
nificantly to the region’s industrial output.
Approximately one third of the region’s
working population is employed in these
three areas. The region does not play a sig-
nificant role in the industrial production of
the country — its 1995 share of the total
value of Czech industrial goods production
amounted to only 5.2 %. The only indus-
tries that have some significance in nation-
al terms are clothing, wood processing,

Environment — 1995

pulp and paper and textiles. Engineering
production accounts for a quarter of indus-
trial production in the region, a similar pro-
portion to that of food processing.

In agriculture, the growing of cereals,
oleaginous plants and fodder crops pre-
dominate, but the growing of potatoes is
also of importance. The sandy and clay
soils are not suitable for growing more
demanding crops. The rearing of cattle and
pigs dominates animal production in the
region. The region generated 13 % of the
gross agricultural output of the country in
1995.

Composition of households — 1992

No of households: 255 271
Average per household:
members 2.70
economically active 1.28
children not provided for 0.68
pensioners not working 0.61
other members 0.13

Fishing has a long tradition in South
Bohemia. Fish lakes cover an area of
25 000 ha and more than 50 % of the
country’s fish production comes from this
region. It is also very important in national
terms for the raising of ducks and geese.

The early 1980s saw the beginning of the
construction of the Temelin nuclear power
station which serves an area much wider
than South Bohemia. Indeed, it provides
for a major part of the nation’s electrical
energy needs.

Tourism is also an industry important to
South Bohemia’s economy both in sum-
mer and in winter.

Wages by sector — 1992

South Czech South Czech

Bohemia Republic Bohemia Republic

Proportion of total national Industry 93 100

environment investment 3.33 100.00 Construction 98 109

Proportion of environment Agriculture and fishing 102 84

ex%nditure on: 90.02 3807 Trade and repair of consumer goods 87 88
ater protection . .

Air protection 8.69 54.51 Hotels and restaurants 93 89

Waste management 1.29 7.41 Transport 95 101

The least damaged environment of all the regions

The environment in South Bohemia is
among the least damaged of the regions of
the Czech Republic. Despite the presence
of many industrial and agricultural pol-
luters, the region has never undergone
large-scale industrial development and the
environment has, as a consequence, been
spared from some of the harmful effects
experienced in other more industrial
regions.
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In 1991 the 690 km?2, National Park of the
Sumava mountains was set up in order to
protect and preserve the natural environ-
ment of the area. The existence of protect-
ed landscape areas demonstrate the
importance placed on the protection of
nature in the region. These protected areas
include the 983 km2, Sumava mountains,
the 700 km2, Trebon (which is also a
Unesco biosphere reserve), the forest of
Blansko (212 km2), 239 small protected

natural areas and a number of protected
natural features. Historic sites are also pro-
tected, notably the central parts of the
towns of Ceské Budéjovice, Cesky
Krumlov (the entire town is classified as a
protected historic site by Unesco),
Jindfichtv Hradec, Pelhfimov, Prachatice,
Slavonice, Tabor and Trebon.

PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS | =//]

eurostat




Agriculture
South Bohemia

Percentage of agricultural products in gross
agricultural output, 1994

— Cereals

— Milk

— Cattle for slaughter, total

— Animal products, total

Number of pupils — 1995-96

South Bohemian

CZECH REPUBLIC

Livestock (1 March 1995)
— Bovine animals
— Pigs

Number of permanently economically active
actual persons in agriculture
— self-employed farmers,
entrepreneurs and their dependants

Dense rail and road net-
works

South Bohemia is an area with an exten-
sive road and rail transport network. The
region’s roads that lead towards the border
crossings are some of the busiest in the
Czech Republic.

The region has more national-class roads
per 1 000 inhabitants (10.2 km in 1995)
and per 1 000 passenger cars (30.9) than
any of the other Czech regions. South
Bohemia also takes the honours by a clear

Transport and communications — 1995

M+F F
177 1 000 %
ggg Pre-school 241
60.2 Primary 69.8 48.7

161 985 Secondary (general) 24.8 60.2

494 407 Secondary (vocational) 20.4 40.5

30 649 Tertiary study 4.2 59.8
2 931 Total 143.3

margin for the number of tractors; there
were 46.5 tractors in every 1 000 vehicles
in the region in 1995 — well above the 29.7
national average.

Bus connections in the region serve 80 %
of settlements and are relied on particular-
ly where there are no railways or where the
stations are difficult to get to for inhabi-
tants in remote places. However, the num-
ber of both local and long-distance bus
routes are being cut due to the low prof-
itability of passenger transport.

% of population connected to public water supply
and sewerage and with waste water treatment — 1995

The towns of Ceské Budgjovice, Tabor,
Veseli nad Luznici and Ci¢enice are impor-
tant railway junctions. Some 263 localities
have railway stations or halts. The rail net-
work is dense, which is evident from the
fact that the inhabitants of 83 % of settle-
ments are less than 11 km away from a rail-
way station. Certain curiosities include the
Kubova Hut railway station; the highest in
central Europe, and the remnants of a rail-
way line designed for horse-drawn car-
riages, constructed between 1825 and
1832 to connect the towns of Ceské
Budéjovice and Linz in Austria.

South Czech South Bohemia
Bohemia  Republic
Total
Cars as % total vehicles 52.2 53.9 Water 89.7
Number of cars per 1 000 population 328.4 301.7 Sewerage 81.4
Km of national road per 1 000 cars 30.9 17.8 Waste water 85.5
Km of national road per 1 000 population 10.2 5.4
Telephone density
(lines per 1 000 population) 228 232
| =/7] PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS 19
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ZAPADOCESKY

West Bohemia (Zapadocesky) borders
Germany and is the second smallest
Czech region, covering an area of
10 875 km2. A high proportion (40 %) of the
region is covered by forest, giving West
Bohemia second place in terms of the
most forested regions and it is third in
terms of the proportions of meadows and
pastures. It has the smallest area of arable
land after North Bohemia, with the excep-
tion of the special case of Prague, but in
relative terms has the least proportion of
arable land of all, with just 31.1 % of its
land area in 1995 under crops.

The frontier with Germany runs along the
western part of the Sumava mountains, the
Cesky les mountains and the ‘ore moun-
tains’. Sumava is actually the second high-
est mountain range of the Czech Republic,
after the KrkonoSe (giant mountains), with
Mount Sumna (1 368 m) and Mount Mokra
(1 369 m) the highest peaks of the region.
The lowest point of the region (250 m) is
the River Berounka in the vicinity of Cila
where the river leaves the district of
Rokycany to enter the district of Rakovnik
in Central Bohemia.

Most of the rivers of West Bohemia origi-
nate in the region and so only their upper
stretches flow through it. In the centre of
the region, the River Berounka, with its
tributaries Mze, Radbuza, Uhlava and
Uslava, feeds into the River Vltava. The
River Otava in the south and the River Ohre
in the north flow through the region. There
are several lakes in the region, the largest
of which are the Cerné jezero (Black Lake)

The town of Zeleznéa Ruda at the foot of the Bohemian Forest

West Bohemia
Main indicators
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The region is divided into 10 districts with
a total of 636 local administrative units
(obce).

Karlova University, one of the country’s
foremost institutions of higher education,
has one of its faculties of medicine in the
region. In 1991 the University of West
Bohemia came into being through a merg-
er of the Engineering and Electrical
Technology University and the Teacher’s
College in Plzen. In 1995 a total of 7 672
students attended the universities of West
Bohemia.
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Advantages of the border location

The large mineral raw material deposits,
particularly in the areas around Plzer and
Sokolov, are a source of wealth for the
West Bohemia region, which also boasts
mineral water and healing springs in the
districts of Karlovy Vary, Cheb, Sokolov,
and Tachov.

Some significant historic monuments,
spas (Karlovy Vary, Marianské Lazne,
FrantiSkovy Lazné, etc.) and the famous
Pilsen beer attract increasing numbers of
tourists to the region. The region has low
unemployment - the third lowest rate after
Prague and South Bohemia - partly thanks
to the vicinity of the border with Germany,
which promotes the development of eco-
nomic cooperation and tourism, stimulates

the development of small and medium-
sized businesses, and gives the opportuni-
ty to work abroad.

However, the sources of wealth are also
often sources of pollution and the region’s
environment is deteriorating, especially in
the areas of Plzei and Sokolov, where
there is extensive mining, and around the
most frequented border crossings (namely
Rozvadov and Ceskéa Kubice). There is also
a high crime rate, which has been linked to
the opening of the borders. Crime is espe-
cially a problem in the densely populated
areas.
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Which regions are similar to
Zapadocesky?

Population:

860 000 inhabitants
Norra Melansverige (S)
Finistere (F)

Population density:
79 inhabitants per km2
Nordjyllands amt (DK)
Cotes-d'Armor (F)
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (D)
Land use:
47 % agriculture
Centre-Est (F)
Caras-Severin (RO)

Euroregions

In 1992, the Euroregion known as
‘Egrensis’ was registered as a voluntary
association, embracing 27 obce in the dis-
trict of Cheb in West Bohemia. On the
German side it includes the districts of
Greiz, Saarke-Orla, Goltschtalkreis, Aue,
Scharzenberg, Elsterkreis, the town of
Plauen, the districts of Hof, Kulmbach,
Wunsiedel, Tirschenreuth, Bayereuth,
Neustadt a.d.w., Amberg-Sulzbach, the
towns of Weisen, Hof, Bayereuth, Amberg
and part of the district of Schwandorf.

The year 1993 saw the establishment of
the Euroregion Sumava-Bavorsky les—
Mdihlviertel. This Euroregion includes the
area of the Sumava mountains in the
south-west of Bohemia and the obce of
the district of Domazlice from West
Bohemia.

There are 16 road border crossings and
five rail border crossings between West
Bohemia and Germany. The most frequent-
ed of the road border crossings is that at
Rozvadov-Waidhaus which recorded
6 957 792 people entering the Czech
Republic in 1995 and 6 836 492 leaving.

There was also an imbalance in the num-
ber of cars entering and leaving at this
point; 2 177 019 passenger cars entered
and 2 133 217 left. The picture is reverse for
commercial vehicles with 110 423 entering
but 119 770 commercial vehicles leaving.

The busiest railway border crossing in
terms of the number of passengers is that
at Ceska Kubice-Furth im Wald; 135 500
people entered the Czech Republic at this
point by train in 1995 and 143 859 left.

Density of Economically active (1)
District Area,total Mid-year population pop.
(ha) per km2 Total Agricult. | Industry
1995 1991 1995 1995 abs. % %
Domazlice 114 015 58 712 58 462 51 30 898 23.7 32.7
Cheb 93 270 87 098 87 746 94 47 210 10.7 28.3
Karlovy Vary 162 799 122 620 122 783 75 67 031 10.0 32.4
Klatovy 193 954 89 716 89 202 46 45 953 23.3 30.1
Plzen - mésto 12 474 172 935 171 612 1378 93 223 2.7 38.3
Plzen - jih 107 987 68 080 67 312 62 35293 22.1 33.8
Plzen - sever 132 307 72 629 72 400 55 38 120 19.6 40.6
Rokycany 57 500 46 043 45 949 80 23 751 14.2 42.2
Sokolov 75 365 92 838 94 565 126 51 669 5.4 52.4
Tachov 137 866 50 134 51 135 37 27 117 24.0 25.4
West Bohemia 1087 537 860 805 861 166 79 460 265 15.6 35.6
Czech Republic 7 886 621 10 308 682 10 330 759 131 5421 102 11.6 B8
(1) 1991 Housing and Population Census.
PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS 21
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West Bohemia
Structure of employment by sector (%)
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West Bohemia
Structure of employment by sex (%)
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Employment boosted by increased tourism

The rate of general unemployment stood
at 2.4 % in the spring of 1996, which is 0.8
percentage points below the national aver-
age. Registered unemployment amounted
to 2.3% in December 1995. However,
these figures mask the considerable differ-
ences that exist in different parts of the
region.

Registered unemployment is lowest in the
districts of Plzen-jih (0.8 % in December
1995) and Domazlice (1.1 %). Many jobs in
the areas of handicraft production and var-
ious services, including public catering
and accommodation, have been created
with the new possibilities for business
activities after 1989. This was boosted by
the dramatic expansion of tourism in these
districts.

The highest rates of unemployment are
recorded in the districts of Sokolov, as a
result of a reduced level of activity in the
mining industry located there, and Tachov
where the effects of the restructuring of
agriculture have translated into a relatively
high jobless total. Seasonal effects exag-
gerate the problem of unemployment in
the agricultural and tourist areas further.

Incomes (%) — 1995

Statistical returns from medium and large-
sized companies in 1995 showed West
Bohemia to have the lowest proportion of
jobs in industry and construction of all the
Czech regions but Prague. However, with
44.7 % of jobs being in industry and con-
struction, this is still a very significant sec-
tor for employment in West Bohemia. The
same source also showed the importance
of tourism in West Bohemia; although
accounting for only 0.8 % of the region’s
jobs by this measure (the inclusion of
employment by small businesses would
probably result in a higher proportion), this
was a percentage well above the rate in
other regions, again with the exception of
Prague.

Incomes from work Other incomes
From Other Social Pensions Incomes
employment incomes in kind
West Bohemia 52.69 6.61 22.66 15.19 1.25
Czech Republic 47.95 9.84 23.23 15.55 1.52
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West Bohemia
Structure of employment by age group (%)
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Low population density

The total population of West Bohemia at
the end of 1995 was 860 496, just 8.3 % of
the national total. The average population
density of the region was 79 people per
kmz2, which makes it one of the lowest in
the country. Tachov is the district with the
lowest population density (37 inhabitants
per km2) not only in the region but in the
whole of the country.

The settlement structure of the region is
considerably fragmented due to the sparse
population in the border areas. The largest

West Bohemia population (1 000)

1500

ecy Total

500

0

o o o o
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proportion of the region’s population is
concentrated in just 13 obce, all having
more than 10 000 inhabitants. The town of
Plzen alone, with its almost 172 000 inhab-
itants, accounts for 20 % of the region’s
population. The town of Karlovy Vary is the
second largest, but with a population of
56 000 is much smaller than Plzen. Cheb is
the third largest (32 000) and the towns of
Sokolov, with a population of 26 000, and
Klatovy (23 000), also exceed the 20 000
mark. As many as 90 obce have less than
100 inhabitants, the smallest being Cila in
the district of Rokycany with a population
of just 24.

Population by age — 1995

CZECH REPUBLIC

The average age in West Bohemia in 1995
was 37.1 — only 0.2 % below the national
average. The region experiences a steady
natural population decrease and it is only
due to the net increase by migration that
the number of inhabitants remains roughly
unchanged from one year to the next. The
region’s death rate is 11.3 per 1 000 inhabi-
tants and the birth rate 9.4 per 1 000, both
roughly the same as the national average.

M-+F M+F M F
1000 % %

<15 157 18.2 19.1 17.4
15-24 144 16.7 17.4 16.0
25-34 115 13.3 14.0 12.7
35-44 126 14.6 15.1 14.1
45-54 125 14.5 14.8 14.3
55-64 86 9.9 9.6 10.2
>65 109 12.7 10.0 15.2
Total 861 100.0 100.0 100.0

From mining to mineral waters

There are some significant mineral and
natural resources on the region’s territory,
concentrated above all in the districts of
Plzery and Sokolov. Deposits of brick-clay
and kaolin are found in the basin of Plzer,
and extensive reserves of brown coal and
substantial deposits of kaolin and ceramic
clay can be found in the basins of Sokolov
and Cheb. Brick-clay, limestone, basalt
and gravel sand as well as beds of various
metal and uranium ores are scattered
throughout the region.

Demographic indicators

Another valuable resource is the reserves
of mineral waters in the districts of Karlovy
Vary, Cheb, Sokolov and Tachov, some of
which are claimed to have healing proper-
ties.

Spas have a long tradition in West
Bohemia based on the numerous mineral
springs. The most renowned of the spas
are Karlovy Vary and Marianské Lazné, at
which digestive system diseases, diseases
of the nervous system and disturbances of
the metabolic system are treated. The

1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

% % % % %
Marriages 7.6 9.4 8.3 7.1 5.4
Divorces 1.5 24 3.2 3.5 3.4
Live births 14.9 15.6 14.8 12.4 9.4
Deaths 9.3 12.1 12.3 11.8 11.3
Total increase 6.8 1.4 0.1 0.3 -1.5
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FrantiSkovy Lazné spa treats diseases of
the circulatory system, female illnesses,
and diseases of the musculoskeletal sys-
tem and connective tissue, and Jachymov
uses its thermal and radioactive baths and
radiation to treat diseases of the joints, the
metabolism, nerves and also vascular dis-
eases. There are some other prominent
spas in the area too, such as Lazné
Kynzvart, Lazné Kyselka, Konstantinovy
Lazné.

Migration per 1 000 — 1995

number %o
Immigrants, total 4 366 5.1
Emigrants, total 3 994 4.6
Internal migration
— immigrants 3618 4.2
— emigrants 3918 4.5

Life expectancy at birth — 1995
Life expectancy at birth

69.06
75.47

— males

— females
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Main enterprises - West Bohemia

Main employers:

Activity

e Sokolovska uhelna

lignite mining and manufacture of briquettes

e Karlovarsky porcelan

china products

o ZPC keramické zavody Horni Bfiza

wall and floor tiles

e Plzenisky Prazdroj

brewing

e Skoda s.r.0. Instav

construction

e Armabeton a.s.

building and civil engineering

e Zetes a.s. Plzen

building and civil engineering

* Meclov zem a.s.

agricultural production

e Zemédélské druzstvo Puclice

agricultural production

e ZapadocCeské konzumni druzstvo Plzer retailing

A region with a mixed
economy

West Bohemia is a region of industry and
agriculture. A large part of the working
population is engaged in engineering and
construction activities. Skoda Plzen, the
largest heavy engineering works of the
country, is located in the region making
electrical locomotives, trolley-buses, and
components for nuclear power stations.
Recently its products have been penetrat-
ing into western markets. Another impor-
tant industrial area is that around Sokolov
where mining and the processing of brown
coal prevail and electric power is generat-
ed for the entire region. The area is also
known for the mining and processing of

Environment — 1995

kaolin and for the manufacturing of tiles
and industrial china. One of the region’s
internationally known products is the man-
ufacture of first-rate crystal glass. In the
district of Cheb, the production of wool
yarn, lace and curtains is significant. West
Bohemia also holds a leading position in
beer brewing with the Plzef breweries.
Dairy products for the whole region are
mainly supplied from the dairies in the
towns of Klatovy and Stfibro.

The agriculture of the region concentrates
mainly on livestock rearing. As far as crop
production is concerned, potatoes are the
main output and are grown primarily in the
districts of Klatovy, Plzen-jih and Plzen-
sever.

Composition of households — 1992

No of households: 328 411
Average per household:
members 2.58
economically active 1.20
children not provided for 0.66
pensioners not working 0.57
other members 0.15

Tourism is an important industry to West
Bohemia, and one that has experienced a
boom in the 1990s. Accommodation ser-
vices are provided by a large network of
establishments in the region; in 1995 there
were about 80 hotels, motels and botels
(floating hotels), 34 boarding houses, 38
tourist hostels and 22 camp sites in the
region. The number of tourists staying
overnight exceeded 526 000, of which
more than a half were from abroad.

Wages by sector — 1992

West Czech West Czech

Bohemia Republic Bohemia Republic

Proportion of total national Industry 100 100

environment investment 4.55 100.00 Construction 99 109

Proportion of environment Agriculture and fishing 99 84

ex;:,e\zlnditure on: 16,44 40,49 Trade and repair of consumer goods 92 88
ater protection . .

Air protection 49.49 5451 Hotels and restaurants 87 89

Waste management 4.07 7.41 Transport 96 101

Environmental problems remain an issue

The region of West Bohemia is facing con-
siderable problems with the quality of the
environment, especially in the areas of
Plzen and Sokolov. In the district of
Sokolov the main polluters, discharging
both solid and gaseous substances, are
the coal-burning power stations and the
extensive opencast mining activities which
involve moving huge amounts of overbur-
den material. It was not until recently that
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due attention was given to the reforesta-
tion and land reclamation in the areas dev-
astated by the opencast mining of coal.
The worst polluters also cause some
degradation of the environment in neigh-
bouring districts, thereby affecting
renowned spas such as Karlovy Vary,
Marianské Lazné and Frantiskovy Lazné.
The protected landscape area of the
Slavkov Forest also suffers some effects.

Heavy motor traffic adversely affects the
environment, particularly in the Plzen
agglomeration and in the vicinity of the
main road routes. Many hopes are pinned
on the completion of the motorway bypass
of Plzen, the main city of the region, which
should improve the local environment.
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Agriculture
West Bohemia

Percentage of agricultural products in gross
agricultural output, 1994

— Cereals

— Milk

— Cattle for slaughter, total

— Animal products, total

Number of pupils — 1995-96

West Bohemia

CZECH REPUBLIC

Livestock (1 March 1995)
— Bovine animals
— Pigs

Number of permanently economically active
actual persons in agriculture
— self-employed farmers,
entrepreneurs and their dependants

Transport links to western
Europe

The significance of the Class | roads in the
transport network has grown considerably
with the increasing trade and travel to and
from Germany and other western
European countries. The motorway con-
nection between Plzefi and Prague is
especially important. Another motorway is
under construction from Plzen to
Rozvadov which will make a major contri-
bution to improving the connections
between western Europe and the other
regions of the Czech Republic. When com-

Transport and communications — 1995

M+F F
18.0 1 000 %
g?g Pre-school 26.9
60.2 Primary 83.3 48.8

118 619 Secondary (general) 27.7 62.1

874 127 Secondary (vocational) 22.0 42.3

24 904 Tertiary study 6.7 40.0
1741 Total 166.6

pleted it will speed up traffic and reduce
the environmental burden, as the traffic
presently routed through the towns and vil-
lages will be diverted to it. Unfortunately,
the construction of this project is hindered
by problems with the motorway by-pass
around the city of Plzen.

An extensive railway network connects the
towns and villages of the region. A number
of express trains use the region’s rail net-
work on their way to and from the coun-
tries of western Europe. The main railway
junction is at Plzen through which all
important domestic and international lines

% of population connected to public water supply
and sewerage and with waste water treatment — 1995

pass, although international transport from
the Czech Republic to the west is mainly
routed via the railway junction at the town
of Cheb. Since 1990, some railway con-
nections to Germany have been re-estab-
lished.

Freight rail transport, which carries brown
coal from the Sokolov coal basin to the
interior of the country, is also worthy of a
mention. The lines are heavily used to sup-
ply coal-fired power stations, power and
heat (co-generation) plants, chemical
works, and also to satisfy Prague’s needs
for coal.

West Czech
Bohemia  Republic West Bohemia
Cars as % total vehicles 56.4 53.9 Total
. Wi .
Number of cars per 1 000 population 319.8 301.7 ater 86.3
Km of national road per 1 000 cars 25.7 17.8 Sewerage 8.2
Km of national road per 1 000 population 8.2 5.4 Waste water %88
Telephone density
(lines per 1 000 population) 230 232
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SEVEROCESKY

The region of North Bohemia
(Severocesky) lies in the north-west of the
Czech Republic, bordering Germany and
Poland. Its expanse of 7 799 kmz2, covering
only 9.9% of the country, makes it the
smallest region of the Czech Republic with
the exception of Prague. Approximately
60 % of the country’s hop gardens are
found in this region. A third of the area of
North Bohemia is arable land, with anoth-
er third covered by forest.

In the north and north-west, the region is
enclosed by the Krusné hory (Ore
Mountains), the LuZice and the Jizera
mountains. The plains in the south-east are
divided by the valley of the River Labe (the
Elbe), from which the Central Bohemian
mountains rise. The highest peak in the
region is Mount Klinovec (1 244 m) in the
Kru$né hory; the lowest point (123 m) — and
also the lowest point of the Czech
Republic — is at Hfensko in the district of
Déc¢in where the River Labe leaves the
country to flow towards the North Sea.
Most of North Bohemia lies in the Labe
river basin but water from the northern part
of the region is drained via the River
LuZické Nisa into the Baltic Sea.

The River Labe is the most important water
route of the Czech Republic and, together
with the River Vltava, connects central,
east and north Bohemian communities. It
makes it possible to transport goods as far
as Hamburg and thus to the North Sea.
The Rivers Ohte and Bilina wind through
the west of the region and the River
Plouénice runs through the towns of Ceska
Lipa and Décin. The source of the River
Jizera is a spring in the north-east of the
region.

North Bohemia prides itself on the
University of Jan Evangelista Purkyné, with
its College of Education, the Faculty of
Social Economics and the Faculty of the
Environment. The town of Liberec has the
Engineering and Textile University. The
Mining University has some departments
operating in Most and the Czech University
of Technology has departments in D&¢in.
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The town of Teplice

North Bohemia
Main indicators
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An industrial region with high unemployment and

environmental problems

The region benefits economically from its
large mineral deposits, with brown coal,
ores, sands and building stone being par-
ticularly important. It has the densest rail-
way network of the country and has a nav-
igable waterway (the River Labe) connect-
ing the Czech Republic to the North Sea at
the port of Hamburg.

Despite its mainly industrial character,
North Bohemia has some significant cul-
tural and historic monuments and some
tourist areas — primarily the ore moun-
tains and the Labe sandstones.

However, the region also suffers the high-
est rate of unemployment in the country
and there is particularly high unemploy-
ment of the Gypsy population in some dis-
tricts.

Much of the landscape of the region has
been devastated as a result of the open-
cast mining with its accompanying waste
dumps, working shafts and dust nuisance.
Air quality is not good and pollution result-
ing from emissions is high.

The region’s crime rate is also high in all
categories of criminal activity, especially in
the densely populated areas.
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Involvement in three Euroregions

The Euroregion of Nisa was established in
1992 as the regional association of com-
munities of the Czech Republic, Germany
and Poland. The members of the associa-
tion are 124 obce of the districts of
Liberec, Décin, Jablonec nad Nisou, Ceska
Lipa and Semily on the Bohemian side,
part of Saxony in Germany, and the Polish
region of Jelenia Goéra.

Also in 1992, the Labe-Elbe Euroregion
was set up to include 184 obce of the dis-
tricts of Litoméfice, Teplice, Usti nad
Labem and part of the district of D&Cin in
Bohemia, the German town and district of
Dresden and five other German districts.

A third Euroregion involving communities
from North Bohemia was also set up in
1992; that of the ‘ore mountains’, which
links 72 obce of the four Bohemian dis-
tricts of Chomutov, Most, Louny and
Teplice) with four German districts of
Saxony.

There are 10 road border crossings in
North Bohemia; one with Poland and nine
with Germany, and four rail connections
(one with Poland and three with Germany).

The most frequented North Bohemian road
border crossing is that between Cinovec in
the Czech Republic and Zinnwald in

CZECH REPUBLIC

Which regions are similar to
Severocesky?

Area:

7 800 km2
Friuli-Venezia Giulia (1)
Vaasan rannikkoseutu (FIN)

Age structure:

36—-38 % under 25
Mures (RO)
Campania (1)

Employment structure:

4.4 % in agriculture
Limburg (NL)
Toscana (1)
Bradenburg (D)

Germany which recorded over 3.64 million
people and 1.14 million cars entering the
country in 1995, with only 3.40 million
people and 1.08 million cars leaving. The
picture for commercial vehicles was rather
different, with more leaving the country
at this crossing (over 92 000) than entering
(86 500).

Density of Economically active (1)
District Area,total Mid-year population pop.
(ha) per km2 Total Agricult. | Industry
1995 1991 1995 1995 abs. % %
Ceska Lipa 113 694 102 523 104 604 92 54 998 10.8 45.4
Décin 90 921 133 591 133 972 147 71 851 7.0 44.0
Chomutov 93 526 124 114 125 129 134 67 079 8.4 44.5
Jablonec n. Nisou 40 222 88 200 88 836 221 49 037 7.0 53.0
Liberec 92 485 159 212 159 613 173 87 339 8.3 43.0
Litomérice 103 213 113 820 114 036 110 59 919 15.8 33.0
Louny 111 790 86 678 86 189 77 45 390 20.9 25.8
Most 46 716 120 148 120 165 257 64 855 3.6 50.0
Teplice 46 917 127 855 127 632 272 69 128 4.6 43.0
Usti nad Labem 40 443 118 390 118 505 293 64 864 3.5 33.3
North Bohemia 779 926 1174 531 1178 681 151 634 460 9.0 41.5
Czech Republic 7 886 621 10 308 682 10 330 759 131 5421 102 11.6 37.3
(1) 1991 Housing and Population Census
PORTRAIT OF THE REGIONS
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North Bohemia
Structure of employment by sector (%)

Agriculture
44%

Industry

39.3 %

Services
56.3 %

North Bohemia
Structure of employment by sex (%)

90

80
70

Total Men Women

. Agriculture . Industry . Services

Unemployment rates remain high

The rate of general unemployment record-
ed by the labour force survey in the spring
of 1996 was 7.0 %, which was the highest
figure of all the regions, exceeding the
national average by 3.8 percentage points.
In the period from spring 1993 to spring
1996, the number of unemployed grew by
18 300 people — an increase of 75.9 %.
The two regions of North Bohemia and
North Moravia combined accounted for
almost half of the country’s unemployed in
spring 1996. However, there are consider-
able variations between different areas in
the region. Registered unemployment at
the end of December 1995 was 5.1 %.

The structural transformation of industry
and agriculture, together with the reduc-
tion of brown coal mining activities, has
had a serious negative impact on employ-
ment in the coal basin districts of
Chomutov, Most and Teplice, in the mostly
agricultural district of Louny and in the dis-
trict of D&Cin. These districts have some of
the highest unemployment rates in the
Czech Repubilic. In the district of Liberec,
the unemployment levels are aggravated
particularly by the restructuring of agricul-
ture which led to the shedding of labour,

Incomes (%) — 1995

coupled with the poor transport services
which make the option of commuting to
find a job in another area very difficult.

Gypsies, who make up a large proportion
of the population in some districts, are par-
ticularly affected by unemployment. In the
district of Zatec, for instance, Gypsies
account for about 23 % of the registered
unemployed.

The autumn 1995 labour force survey
confirmed the predominance of industry in
the region, with an above-average 39.3 %
of the labour force employed in industry
(including construction) and only 4.4%
— the lowest rate in the Czech Republic
after Prague — in agriculture. Statistical
returns from companies at the end of 1995
showed an even more extreme position
with North Bohemia equalling North
Moravia as the regions with the highest
proportion of jobs in industry and con-
struction (52.4 %), although it should be
noted that these returns exclude small
businesses.

Incomes from work Other incomes
From Other Social Pensions Incomes
employment incomes in kind
North Bohemia 55.14 7.40 21.08 13.45 1.60
Czech Republic 47.95 9.84 23.23 15.55 1.52
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North Bohemia

Structure of employment by age group (%)
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H Non-employees M Employees
North Bohemia
% of employees in part-time work
by age group — 1995
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North Bohemia Unemployed (1 000)
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The region with the
youngest population in the
country

North Bohemia is divided into 10 districts
with a total of 503 obce. The 1995 end of
year population of 1 178 208 inhabitants
was 11.4 % of the Czech Republic’s total,
and gave an average density of 151 inhab-
itants per km?2 for the region, a density only
exceeded in Prague and North Moravia.
Most of the population is concentrated in
the industrial belt along the Krusné hory
mountains stretching from the town of
Décin to that of Chomutov. The population
density in this belt reaches 250 inhabitants
per km2.

North Bohemia population (1 000)

1500

Total

h__./.——.——ﬁ

1000

500 <25

<65

o . . .o .
1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

Extensive brown coal
deposits

The economic significance of the region is
determined by its abundant mineral
deposits, and particularly by its extensive
brown coal deposits in the districts of
Chomutov, Most, Teplice and Usti nad
Labem, which are easily accessible from
the surface. There are large deposits of
uranium ore in the district of Ceska Lipa,
the mining of which is on the decline due
to low demand. Deposits of tin-tungsten

Demographic indicators

A high proportion of the region’s residents
live in urban areas; 48 % of the population
live in the main towns of each district, and
a total of 81 % live in all the region’s 67
towns and cities. The largest cities are
Liberec (with 101 000 inhabitants) and Usti
nad Labem (97 000). Four other cities
exceeded the 50 000 population level, with
Most having 71 000 inhabitants, Dé&cin
54 000, Teplice 53 000 and Chomutov
52 000. Twenty-one towns have a popula-
tion over 10 000 and, in contrast, 33 obce
have less than 100. The smallest obec, with
only 27 inhabitants, is Stankovice in the
district of Litoméfice.

North Bohemia has the second youngest
population in the Czech Republic after

Population by age — 1995

CZECH REPUBLIC

North Moravia with an average age at the
end of 1995 of 36.3. This also helps explain
the region’s high birth rate the highest in
the Czech Republic at 9.9 live births per
1 000 population — and one of the highest
annual rates of marriages (5.4 in 1995 per
1 000 inhabitants). However, it has the
highest infant and neonatal mortality rates
(10.0 and 6.2 per 1 000 live births, respec-
tively) and one of the highest divorce rates
per 1 000 inhabitants.

North Bohemia has a higher number of
Slovakian and German residents than any
other region in the Czech Republic, with
Slovakians making up 5 % of the popula-
tion and Germans 1.6 %.

M+F M+F M F

1 000 % % %
<15 223 18.9 19:9 18.0
15-24 205 17.4 18.2 16.7
25-34 157 13.3 13.9 12.8
35-44 169 14.4 14.8 14.0
45-54 177 15.0 15.4 14.7
55-64 107 9.1 8.8 9.3
=65 140 11.9 9.1 14.6
Total 1178 100.0 100.0 100.0

and fluorite-barytes ores are also found in
the region and quality glass and foundry
sands and building stone play an impor-
tant role too.

There are also many spas in North
Bohemia, such as the one at Teplice where
diseases of the musculoskeletal system
and connective tissue are treated, at Bilina
where diseases of the connective tissue
and disorders of the digestive system are
treated, at Dubi specialising in mental dis-
orders and the diseases of the nervous

1961 1970 1980 1991 1995

% % % % %
Marriages 8.5 11.0 8.0 7.6 5.4
Divorces 2.1 3.2 3.8 3.8 3.4
Live births 141 16.9 15.6 13.0 9.9
Deaths 8.7 1.4 12.3 11.8 11.0
Total increase 4.3 1.8 29 0.4 0.3
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system, and at Libverda for the treatment
of heart diseases and the diseases of the
musculoskeletal system and connective
tissue.

Migration per 1 000 — 1995

number %o
Immigrants, total 7 436 6.3
Emigrants, total 5830 4.9
Internal migration
— immigrants 5 905 5.0
— emigrants 5772 4.9

Life expectancy at birth 1995
Life expectancy at birth

67.93
74.80

— males

— females
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Main enterprises — North Bohemia

Main employers: Activity

e SeveroCeské doly a.s. Chomutov coal mining
e Mostecka uhelna spolecnost a.s. coal mining
e Chemapol Group Litvinov a.s. oil refining

e Spolek pro chemickou a
hutni vyrobu a.s. Usti nad Labem

chemicals and metals

e Liaz Jablonec

manufacture of vehicles

o SEPAP Stéti a.s.

paper and paper products

e Crystalex a.s. Novy Bor

glass products

e Precioza Jablonec

artificial jewellery

e Textilana Liberec a.s.

textiles

e Setuza a.s. Usti nad Labem

vegetable fats, oils, and soap

o Ceskoslovenska plavba labska a.s.

Fuel and energy base of
the Czech Republic

North Bohemia is a region whose economy
is dominated by industry. The mining of
brown coal and the generation of electric
power, primarily in the districts of
Chomutov, Most and Teplice, gives it an
unrivalled position in the Czech Republic
as a supplier of fuel and energy. The region
is also important for its chemical industry
(mainly in the districts of Usti nad Labem,
Most and Litoméfice), the processing of
crude oil (in the district of Most), and the
textile industry (in the northern part of the

Environment — 1995

river transport

region). Glass, artificial jewellery, engineer-
ing and pulp and paper industries are also
prominent in the north.

Agriculture is concentrated primarily in the
districts of Litoméfice and Louny, where
the main crops are cereals, fodder crops,
oleaginous plants, sugar beet, vegetables
and fruits. Louny is the largest hop growing
district. Indeed, hop production is the
most prominent agricultural activity with
56.6 % of the national total being pro-
duced in the region. There is a long tradi-
tion of growing vines and wine making
around Litoméfice and, in the district of

Composition of households — 1992

No of households: 433 107
Average per household:
members 2.68
economically active 1.31
children not provided for 0.73
pensioners not working 0.50
other members 0.14

Most, land on areas around the former
mines has recently been reclaimed for this
purpose. Animal production concentrates
on cattle and pig breeding, and agriculture
provides the base for the highly developed
food processing and animal fat industries.

Wages by sector — 1992

North Czech North Czech

Bohemia Republic Bohemia Republic

Proportion of total national Industry 101 100

environment investment 38.41 100.00 Construction 95 109

Proportion of environment Agriculture and fishing 101 84

ex%nditure on: 18.08 38.0 Trade and repair of consumer goods 96 88
ater protection . .07

Air protection 71.36 54.51 o S e EE 7 89

Waste management 10.36 7.41 Transport 94 101

Devastation caused by opencast mining

The highly developed opencast mining of
brown coal, the energy industry with its
coal-fired power stations and the region’s
chemical and manufacturing industries all
adversely affect the environment, particu-
larly in the basin below the ‘ore mountains’.
Opencast mining in large areas of the dis-
tricts of Most, Chomutov, Teplice and Usti
nad Labem has changed the original char-
acter of the region to such an extent that
several dozens of communities were even
forced to move. In fact, the district town of
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Most had to be reconstructed on a new
site a few kilometres away as a result of
opencast mining. Even the Gothic church
of Most, built between 1517 and 1549, was
moved a distance of 841 m in 1975
because of the mining activities.

