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The first provisional data for 1998 show that gross inland consumption of
natural gas in the European Union rose by 2.2% to around 333 million tonnes
of oil equivalent (mtoe).

Consumption decreased in 1998 in Germany (-0.3%), the Netherlands (-0.3%)
and Ireland (-0.2%) whilst consumption in Finland remained the same.

Denmark, France and Belgium recorded a substantial growth in consumption
(+4.2%, +6.4% and 10.7% respectively), Austria and the United Kingdom a
moderate growth (+2.8% and 2.5% respectively) whilst Italy showed an
increase of 0.4%.

6WUXFWXUH�RI�VXSSO\

Production in the European Union in 1998 showed a slight decrease with
reference to 1997 of 1.2 million toe, or –0.6%, to reach 200.1 million toe. As
regards the main producer Member States, the United Kingdom increased
production for the sixth year in succession (up by 4.3 %) while production in
the Netherlands fell by -4.8%, and in Denmark by -3.8%. Italy and Germany
recorded a drop of -0.2% and -4.5% respectively.

Intra-EU exchanges fell by 9.6% and extra-Union imports showed an increase
of 4.7%. In terms of country of origin, the former USSR accounts for 42% of
imports, Algeria 29%, whilst imports from Norway made up 27% of the total.
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