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According to the November/December 1998 surveys, the total number of pigs
in the European Union (EU15) was 125.5 million, an increase of 6.6 million
(5.5%) over the same period of 1997. Since August 1998, however, the pig
population has been fairly stable (minus 0.5 million). The EU’s pig population
in December 1997 had been almost the same as in December 1996: the large
decline in NL (caused by the outbreak of classical swine fever) had been
offset by increases of between 1.5% and 5% in most other Member States.
The recovery of production in NL, which began in 1998 Q2, was not, however,
accompanied by a corresponding decline in pig herds in the other Member
States. Hence the above-mentioned overall increase of 5.5%, a figure which
in fact masks widely varying changes in individual Member States.

In 1998, the five biggest producer countries (DK, D, E, F and NL),
�
 which

account for 71% of the total pig population, increased their herds by 6.6
million head (which was the same as the overall net increase in EU15): DK
+0.5 million (4.3%), D +1.5 million (6.1%), E +2.2 million (11.5%), F +0.4
million (2.6%) and NL + 2 million (17.3%). The UK was alone in recording a
major decline (–0.5 million, or -6%). The changes in the other Member States
ranged between –1.3% and +9.8%, their net increase compensating for the
decline in the UK. Overproduction and difficulties in non-EU export markets
severely depressed pig prices in 1998, especially in H2. UK producers made
the biggest reductions in herd sizes in response to declining prices. EL, I, P
and S reduced their herd sizes slightly, whereas changes in production in the
other Member States impacted only on the number of breeding sows.

The number of breeding sows in EU15 increased by +1.1% in 1998. Again,
the picture varied between Member States, with the UK and S reducing their
herds the most dramatically (–12.7% and –9.1% respectively). IRL, I, NL, A
and P also reduced the number of breeding sows by between –1.7% (I) and
-3.8% (NL). It remains to be seen whether the reduction in NL will prevent that
country's pig population from recovering to the level seen before the outbreak
of classical swine fever. The number of breeding sows in F was practically
unchanged. B, D, and L recorded increases of between 0.6% and 2.0%. DK
and FIN recorded bigger increases (4.2% and 4.4% respectively). EL
recorded the biggest percentage growth (+15.8%), but the 10.9% increase in
the number of breeding sows in E (250 000 head in absolute terms), suggests
fundamental changes in the level of self-sufficiency in the EU's second-
biggest pig producer after D.
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It should be pointed out that, as from 1998, F and D
changed their survey dates to November. This needs to
be borne in mind when comparing the results with those
obtained in December 1997.

3LJ�SURGXFWLRQ�WR�FRQWLQXH�RQ�XSZDUG
WUHQG�LQ�������GRZQWXUQ�QRW�H[SHFWHG�XQWLO

PLG�\HDU

Gross indigenous production (GIP) of pigs in the
European Union increased by 7.5% between 1997 and
1998, whereas it had been practically unchanged
between 1996 and 1997. 93% of the absolute increase
(14.3 million head) in 1998 was accounted for by the six
biggest producer countries: DK (+1.7 million head, or
+7.9%), D (+1.8 million, or +4.9%), E (+2.5 million, or
+8.5%), F (+1.0 million, or +3.8%), NL (+5.4 million, or
+33.4%) and the UK (+0.9 million, or +6%). Only Italy
saw its GIP decline in 1998 (–1.0%). All the Member
States raised their production compared with 1997,
including NL, where a +33.4% surge represented a
recovery from the classical swine fever epidemic.

Pursuant to Council Directive 93/23/EEC, the Member
States forwarded their production forecasts for the first
three quarters of 1999 in February of that year. Six
Member States were also able to provide forecasts for
Q4. With the assistance of DG VI's market experts,
Eurostat used these forecasts to estimate trends in GIP
in all the Member States and in EU15 for 1999 as a

whole. An overall increase of 2.9% is expected for 1999,
with increases of +8% in Q1 and + 5.7% in Q2. Not until
Q3 is the rate of growth expected to slow significantly
(to +0.8%). GIP is expected to stabilise (–2.1%) in Q4.

First-quarter declines are expected in EL, I, P, S and the
UK, the biggest declines being anticipated in S (–7.2%)
and the UK (–11.7%). D, F and A can expect production
to rise in the first two quarters compared with the same
periods of 1998, but to decline from Q3 onwards, giving
an overall annual increase of about 1.5%. In DK (+3.2%
annual growth) and FIN (+3.4%), production is not
expected to stabilise until Q4. Annual increases of
+9.6% in IRL and, more especially, +12.9% in E (where
growth should continue into Q4), suggest that the crisis
in the pig sector is not adversely affecting production in
those countries. In NL, the first two quarters of 1999 are
expected to show increases of 38.3% and 24.2%
compared with the same periods of 1998, when
production levels were still severely affected by classical
swine fever. Production is expected to adjust to normal
conditions in Q3 (-2.7%) and Q4 (-11.6%), with the net
result that NL will not quite reach the production level
seen in 1996, the year before the outbreak of the
classical swine fever epidemic.

1999 looks like being another difficult year for the EU's
pig producers, although supply is finally expected to
stabilise in the last four months of the year.
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