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EU-27 employment and unemployment levels stable  
Latest labour market trends — third-quarter 2010 data1 
In 2010Q3, the number of persons in employment2 
and unemployed (seasonally adjusted) in the  
EU-27 remained unchanged compared with the 
previous quarter, at 221.3 and 23.1 million respec-
tively (Figure 1). This was the first time since 
2008Q1 that unemployment did not increase.  
Still, over the year (i.e. from 2009Q3), the number 
of employed persons continued to fall (-0.2 %) 
while the number of unemployed grew again 
(+4.2 %). However, both changed at a lower pace 
than before. 
The following data from the EU labour force sur-
vey show more details on the latest labour market 
developments. In 2010Q3, the share of part-time 
employment (not seasonally adjusted) in the EU-27 
reached 19 %, +0.4 percentage points (p.p.) more 
than in 2009Q3. This increase was the result of a 
rise in the number of persons working part-time 
(+0.7 million persons) and a parallel decrease in 
the number in full-time employment (- 1.2 mil-
lion). 

Over the same period, the share of employees  with 
temporary contracts rose from 14.0 % to 14.4 %, 
due to both an increase in the number of tempo-
rary employees (+1.0 million) and a decrease in the 
number of permanent employees (-1.7 million).  
In 2010Q3, the employment3 rate (not seasonally 
adjusted) among the population aged 15 to 64 in 
the EU-27 decreased by 0.2 p.p. compared with 
2009Q3 to 64.6 % (down 0.3 p.p. for men and  
0.2 p.p. for women, to 70.7 % and 58.5 %, respec-
tively). Over the same period, the unemployment 
rate (not seasonally adjusted) rose by 0.3 p.p., 
reaching 9.3 %. For the first time since 2008Q4, 
when the unemployment rate started to go up 
year-on-year, the increase was greater for women 
(+0.5 p.p., to 9.4 %) than for men (+0.2 p.p., to 
9.2 %).  
In 2010Q3, for the EU-27, both the youth and the 
long-term unemployment rates continued to rise 
(+0.1 p.p. and +0.8 p.p. up on the year before, to 
20.5 % and 3.8 %, respectively).  

 Figure 1: Employment and unemployment, EU-27, seasonally adjusted (million persons) 

Sources: Eurostat-NA (online data code: namq_aux_pem) and EU-LFS (online data code: une_nb_q) 
 

1 This publication is part of a quarterly series presenting the main results of the EU labour force survey for the EU-27 and for all Member States, 
candidate countries and EFTA countries, except Liechtenstein. 
2 National accounts, domestic concept. See also http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/national_accounts/methodology/employment 
3 See the LFS resident population concept in the Methodological Notes. 
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 Fewer people losing or leaving their jobs, more people starting new jobs 

Since the beginning of 2010 there have been 
signs of improvement in the EU-27 labour mar-
ket, possibly signalling a recovery in employ-
ment and a downturn in unemployment: the 
number of employed persons who started a new 
job in the last three months (employed with a 
new job) is increasing and the number of those 
who either quit or lost a job over the last three 
months and are no longer employed (new out of 
employment) is going down. By 2010Q3, in the 
EU-27, the share of those employed with a new 
job had increased from 2009Q3 by 0.5 p.p. 
(Figure) to 4.7 % of total employment (Table 
12), thus reinforcing the upward trend that 
started in 2010Q1. At the same time, the share of 
those new out of employment (among total em-
ployment in the previous quarter, i.e. the group 
they belonged to three months earlier) went 
down year-on-year in all the first three quarters 
of 2010. In the third quarter, it decreased by  
0.1 p.p. to 2.6 %. 

In fifteen EU countries, both indicators moved in 
the same direction as in the EU-27 as a whole. 
These countries are the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Ireland, Spain, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Hungary, Malta, Austria, Portugal, Slovakia, 
Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. 
Among this group, the Baltic states registered 

both the highest increase in the share of employed 
with a new job (+3.7 p.p. for Latvia, +2.2 p.p. for 
Estonia and +1.5 p.p. for Lithuania) and the strong-
est drop in the share of those new out of employ-
ment (-4.3 p.p. for Latvia, -1.0 p.p. for both Estonia 
and Lithuania). In another five Member States  
(Denmark, Germany, France, the Netherlands and 
Poland), the share of those employed with a new job 
rose (particularly in the Netherlands: +1.6 p.p.) 
while the share of those new out of employment  
remained stable.  

In five other EU countries the two indicators moved 
in the same direction, either both upwards (Belgium 
and Italy) or both downwards (Cyprus, Romania and 
Slovenia), thus giving ambiguous messages about a 
possible recovery in their national labour markets. 
Slovenia, in particular, had the strongest contraction 
in the share of the employed with a new job among 
the EU-27 Member States (-0.4 p.p.). Finally, these 
indicators do not yet point to recovery for the labour 
markets in Bulgaria and Greece. In these two coun-
tries the share of those who quit or lost their job in 
the last three months in 2010Q3 was higher than one 
year before, while the share of the employed who 
started a new job in the last three months decreased 
(for Greece) or merely remained stable (for Bul-
garia).

Figure 2: Persons whose job started or ended in the last three months, as a share of total employment*:  
year-on-year changes (percentage points) 

* Persons whose job started in the last three months as a share of total employment in the current quarter, persons whose jobs 
ended in the last three months as a share of total employment in the previous quarter. 
For the Netherlands, the share of persons whose job started in the last three months refers to persons who worked at least 12 hours 
in the reference week. 
Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_egdn2)  
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Table 1. Activity rates, 2010Q3, by age group, sex and nationality, % 

  EU-27 EA-16 
   15-64   15-24   25-54   55-64   15-64   15-24   25-54   55-64  
 Total 71.3 44.3 84.9 49.9 71.4  43.4  85.0 49.4 
 Nationals 71.2 44.1 85.4 49.8 71.4  43.2  85.6 49.3 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 77.2 54.7 85.0 54.7 76.1  51.8  84.2 53.6 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 69.1 43.7 76.8 51.6 69.1  43.6  77.0 49.3 
 Men 77.9 47.4 91.8 59.0 78.3  46.2  92.4 58.2 
 Nationals 77.5 47.1 91.8 58.9 77.9  45.8  92.4 58.1 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 85.3 59.9 93.8 61.2 84.5  58.0  93.5 59.4 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 81.4 49.3 91.0 60.3 81.7  49.4  91.4 59.0 
 Women 64.7 41.2 78.0 41.5 64.5  40.6  77.5 41.0 
 Nationals 64.9 41.1 78.9 41.3 64.9  40.5  78.8 40.9 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 69.5 50.1 76.5 47.6 68.1  46.6  75.4 47.2 
  Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 57.2 38.2 63.1 43.5 56.7  38.0  62.9 40.0 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_argan) 

 

Table 2. Labour force and activity rates, by country and sex 

    Labour force Activity rates (%) 
 15-64 years (1000) 2010Q3 2009Q3 
   2010Q3 Total Men Women Total Men  Women 
 EU-27 236 045  71.3 77.9 64.7 71.3  78.1  64.5 
 EA-16 153 865  71.4 78.3 64.5 71.6  78.6  64.5 
 Belgium 4 873  67.9 73.8 61.9 66.9  72.7  61.1 
 Bulgaria 3 386  67.1 71.4 62.8 67.7  72.4  63.0 
 Czech Republic 5 211  70.5 79.1 61.7 70.4  78.8  61.8 
 Denmark 2 884  79.6 82.4 76.9 81.3  84.7  78.0 
 Germany 41 010  76.7 82.5 70.8 77.1  82.6  71.4 
 Estonia 667  73.7 76.9 70.7 74.6  78.9  70.5 
 Ireland 2 102  70.1 77.8 62.4 70.9  78.6  63.2 
 Greece 4 941  68.3 78.8 57.8 68.1  79.4  56.8 
 Spain 22 968  73.5 80.9 65.9 72.9  80.8  64.8 
 France 28 352  70.9 75.3 66.7 70.8  75.2  66.6 
 Italy 24 299  61.4 72.7 50.2 62.1  73.7  50.5 
 Cyprus 397  74.4 82.4 66.8 74.2  82.6  66.1 
 Latvia 1 147  74.1 76.5 71.7 73.5  77.4  69.8 
 Lithuania 1 621  71.4 73.1 69.8 70.3  72.3  68.3 
 Luxembourg 229  68.8 76.8 60.8 68.8  76.7  60.7 
 Hungary 4 256  62.9 68.8 57.2 61.9  68.5  55.6 
 Malta 175  61.0 77.7 43.6 59.2  76.8  40.8 
 Netherlands 8 627  78.3 83.9 72.6 79.7  85.3  74.0 
 Austria 4 261  76.0 82.0 70.0 76.3  82.1  70.5 
 Poland 17 568  66.1 72.9 59.5 65.2  72.5  58.1 
 Portugal 5 263  74.0 78.1 69.9 73.4  78.0  68.9 
 Romania 9 736  64.9 72.5 57.4 65.0  73.0  57.1 
 Slovenia 1 014  71.4 75.7 66.8 73.0  76.8  68.9 
 Slovakia 2 707  68.9 76.2 61.6 68.8  76.6  60.9 
 Finland 2 648  74.8 77.0 72.5 75.0  76.5  73.5 
 Sweden 4 911  80.5 83.2 77.6 79.4  82.0  76.8 
 United Kingdom 30 793  76.1 82.4 69.9 76.0  82.3  69.8 
 Iceland 172  84.9 86.9 82.8 85.7  88.7  82.5 
 Norway 2 525  78.1 80.6 75.6 78.8  81.1  76.3 
  Switzerland 4 385  82.9 88.9 76.8 82.5  87.8  77.1 
 Croatia 1 694  61.3 67.1 55.6 62.6  67.8  57.6 
 FYR of Macedonia1 941  65.0 78.3 51.3 64.8  78.4  50.8 
 Turkey 25 214  52.9 75.6 30.6 52.4  75.7  29.4 

1 Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_argan) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_argan&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_argan&mode=view
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Table 3. Employment rates, 2010Q3, by age group, sex and nationality, % 

  EU-27 EA-16 
   15-64   15-24   25-54   55-64   15-64    15-24    25-54   55-64  
 Total 64.6 35.2 77.9 46.6 64.4  34.8  77.5 45.9 
 Nationals 64.9 35.2 78.8 46.7 65.0  34.9  78.7 46.0 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 68.3 43.6 75.7 49.6 66.3  39.5  73.8 48.6 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 56.1 31.0 63.3 42.5 55.5  30.7  62.7 40.0 
 Men 70.7 37.6 84.4 54.7 70.9  37.0  84.5 53.9 
 Nationals 70.8 37.5 85.0 54.9 71.1  36.9  85.4 54.1 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 76.3 48.7 84.7 55.1 74.7  45.6  83.3 53.4 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 66.0 35.3 74.9 48.7 65.5  34.9  74.4 46.9 
 Women 58.5 32.8 71.3 39.0 58.0  32.5  70.3 38.3 
 Nationals 59.1 32.9 72.7 38.9 58.8  32.8  72.1 38.3 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 60.5 39.2 67.0 43.6 58.3  34.5  64.9 43.1 
  Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 46.5 26.8 52.0 36.7 45.7  26.6  51.4 33.4 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_ergan) 

Table 4. Employment and employment rates, by country and sex 

    Employment Confidence Employment rates (%) 
 15-64 years (1000) limits 2010Q3 2009Q3 
  2010Q3 Total   Men  Women Total  Men  Women  
 EU-27 213 869  ± 510 64.6 ± 0.2  70.7 58.5 64.8  71.0  58.7 
 EA-16 138 849  ± 346 64.4 ± 0.2  70.9 58.0 64.8  71.3  58.3 
 Belgium 4 450  ± 63 62.0 ± 0.9  67.6 56.3 61.4  67.0  55.8 
 Bulgaria 3 062  ± 77 60.6 ± 1.5  64.1 57.2 63.1  67.4  58.9 
 Czech Republic 4 838  ± 43 65.4 ± 0.6  74.3 56.4 65.2  73.7  56.5 
 Denmark 2 671  ± 20 73.8 ± 0.6  76.2 71.3 76.3  78.9  73.7 
 Germany 38 218  ± 203 71.5 ± 0.4  76.5 66.3 71.0  75.8  66.1 
 Estonia 563  ± 21 62.1 ± 2.3  64.5 59.9 63.4  65.1  61.8 
 Ireland 1 808  ± 23 60.3 ± 0.8  64.5 56.1 61.8  66.1  57.5 
 Greece 4 320  ± 81 59.7 ± 1.1  71.1 48.4 61.7  74.0  49.3 
 Spain 18 396  ± 130 58.9 ± 0.4  65.2 52.4 59.7  66.4  53.0 
 France 25 763  ± 151 64.4 ± 0.4  68.7 60.3 64.4  68.7  60.3 
 Italy 22 438  ± 136 56.7 ± 0.3  67.6 45.8 57.5  68.9  46.1 
 Cyprus 373  ± 9 70.0 ± 1.7  77.5 62.8 70.0  78.0  62.3 
 Latvia 938  ± 22 60.6 ± 1.4  61.0 60.2 59.8  60.9  58.8 
 Lithuania 1 329  ± 39 58.5 ± 1.7  58.0 59.0 60.4  59.6  61.2 
 Luxembourg 220  ± 8 66.1 ± 2.4  74.7 57.6 65.8  73.8  57.5 
 Hungary 3 791  ± 32 56.0 ± 0.5  61.2 51.0 55.5  61.2  49.9 
 Malta 163  ± 5 56.8 ± 1.7  72.2 40.7 55.1  71.6  37.9 
 Netherlands 8 256  ± 47 74.9 ± 0.4  80.3 69.5 77.0  82.4  71.5 
 Austria 4 070  ± 45 72.6 ± 0.8  78.2 67.1 72.3  77.8  66.9 
 Poland 15 946  ± 103 60.0 ± 0.4  66.5 53.6 59.9  66.9  53.0 
 Portugal 4 656  ± 56 65.5 ± 0.8  70.1 60.9 65.8  70.5  61.1 
 Romania 9 034  ± 310 60.2 ± 2.1  67.0 53.6 60.4  67.2  53.5 
 Slovenia 941  ± 20 66.3 ± 1.4  70.3 62.0 68.3  71.9  64.6 
 Slovakia 2 324  ± 24 59.2 ± 0.6  65.5 52.8 60.1  67.4  52.8 
 Finland 2 453  ± 17 69.3 ± 0.5  71.1 67.5 69.3  70.5  68.0 
 Sweden 4 523  ± 20 74.1 ± 0.3  76.6 71.6 72.9  75.0  70.8 
 United Kingdom 28 326  ± 147 70.0 ± 0.4  75.3 64.8 69.8  74.7  65.0 
 Iceland 161  ± 3 79.2 ± 1.4  81.3 77.0 80.4  82.8  77.9 
 Norway 2 436  ± 17 75.4 ± 0.5  77.6 73.1 76.2  78.2  74.1 
 Switzerland 4 177  ± 46 78.9 ± 0.9  85.1 72.6 79.0  84.4  73.6 
 Croatia 1 494  ± 78 54.0 ± 2.8  59.6 48.6 57.1  62.0  52.2 
 FYR of Macedonia 641  ± 34 44.2 ± 2.3  53.0 35.3 44.1  53.6  34.4 
  Turkey 22 609  ± 106 47.5 ± 0.2  68.2 27.0 45.9  66.6  25.5 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_ergan) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_ergan&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_ergan&mode=view
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Table 5. Share of part-time employment in total employment, 2010Q3, by age group, sex and 
economic activity, % 

  EU-27 EA-16 
  15+ 15-24 25-54 55+ 15+  15-24  25-54 55+ 
 Total 19.0 28.2 16.4 26.3 20.2  26.8  18.5 25.4 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 22.3 31.9 16.0 33.4 19.8  26.1  12.5 34.0 
 Industry, incl. Energy 7.0 7.6 6.2 11.9 8.3  8.1  7.6 12.6 
 Construction 6.7 6.0 5.6 13.5 7.2  5.8  6.5 12.9 
 Trade, transport and communication services 20.4 39.6 16.2 25.3 21.4  37.3  18.3 24.6 
 Business activities and financial services 20.7 23.9 18.4 31.1 22.3  25.1  20.7 30.3 
 Other services 26.3 31.0 24.7 31.6 27.9  30.2  27.4 29.5 
 Men 8.7 21.7 5.6 16.1 8.4  19.9  5.8 14.4 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 16.7 27.6 10.5 27.5 12.9  22.3  5.8 26.4 
 Industry, incl. Energy 3.1 5.4 2.0 7.4 3.2  5.5  2.3 7.3 
 Construction 4.1 5.4 3.0 9.8 4.1  5.3  3.2 9.1 
 Trade, transport and communication services 10.6 33.3 6.1 15.3 10.2  30.4  6.6 14.3 
 Business activities and financial services 10.1 22.0 6.4 21.4 10.1  23.7  7.0 18.9 
 Other services 12.2 28.2 9.0 18.8 12.2  26.5  10.1 15.6 
 Women 31.5 36.0 29.4 40.1 34.7  35.0  33.7 40.5 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 31.1 41.2 24.8 41.7 33.8  36.9  26.5 46.7 
 Industry, incl. Energy 17.2 14.0 16.2 26.8 22.3  15.8  21.9 30.4 
 Construction 33.9 14.3 33.2 48.8 40.1  14.4  40.9 49.7 
 Trade, transport and communication services 33.4 46.1 29.6 41.1 36.3  44.4  34.1 40.9 
 Business activities and financial services 32.1 25.8 30.6 46.0 35.1  26.5  34.1 47.8 
  Other services 33.4 32.3 32.3 39.5 36.1  31.9  36.0 38.6 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_epgn62) 

Table 6. Part-time employment, by country and sex 
   Part-time  Confidence Share of total employment (%) 
 15 years  employment limits 2010Q3 2009Q3 
  and above (1000)  Total  Men  Women Total  Men  Women  
 EU-27 41 453 ± 321  19.0  8.7 31.5 18.7  8.3 31.2 
 EA-16 28 493 ± 214  20.2  8.4 34.7 19.9  8.1 34.4 
 Belgium 1 034 ± 47  23.0  8.3 41.0 23.0  8.6 40.6 
 Bulgaria 68 ± 9  2.2  2.1 2.3 2.3  2.2 2.4 
 Czech Republic 283 ± 15  5.8  2.9 9.6 5.5  2.8 9.1 
 Denmark 708 ± 21  26.0  15.0 38.1 26.1  15.5 37.8 
 Germany 10 166 ± 126  26.1  9.9 45.2 26.2  10.2 45.0 
 Estonia 57 ± 8  9.9  6.4 13.3 10.5  8.0 13.0 
 Ireland 415 ± 11  22.4  11.8 34.7 21.3  11.0 33.4 
 Greece 280 ± 17  6.4  3.8 10.2 5.8  3.1 9.9 
 Spain 2 372 ± 60  12.8  5.2 22.4 12.3  4.7 22.0 
 France 4 531 ± 113  17.5  6.7 29.4 17.1  5.9 29.5 
 Italy 3 352 ± 82  14.7  5.5 28.3 14.2  5.3 27.5 
 Cyprus 34 ± 3  8.9  6.3 12.0 8.3  5.1 12.4 
 Latvia 82 ± 11  8.6  6.6 10.5 9.2  8.1 10.2 
 Lithuania 92 ± 11  6.8  5.0 8.5 8.2  6.2 10.1 
 Luxembourg 38 ± 4  17.0  3.9 34.3 17.3  5.0 33.6 
 Hungary 228 ± 14  6.0  4.0 8.2 5.9  4.3 7.9 
 Malta 21 ± 2  12.7  6.6 24.1 11.6  5.3 24.1 
 Netherlands 4 109 ± 46  48.9  25.5 76.5 48.3  25.0 75.7 
 Austria 1 031 ± 27  24.8  8.8 43.5 24.1  8.6 42.2 
 Poland 1 316 ± 53  8.1  5.6 11.2 8.3  5.7 11.5 
 Portugal 558 ± 35  11.2  7.9 15.0 11.2  7.2 15.8 
 Romania 1 100 ± 123  11.6  10.9 12.4 10.4  9.2 11.9 
 Slovenia 112 ± 8  11.6  8.8 14.9 11.4  8.8 14.4 
 Slovakia 100 ± 9  4.3  3.0 5.8 3.6  2.7 4.8 
 Finland 341 ± 13  13.7  9.7 18.1 13.1  8.6 17.9 
 Sweden 1 182 ± 24  25.5  13.3 39.2 26.2  13.5 40.2 
 United Kingdom 7 843 ± 193  27.0  12.8 43.4 26.1  11.7 42.6 
 Iceland 33 ± 2  19.5  9.8 30.2 20.7  9.0 34.0 
 Norway 688 ± 18  27.5  14.4 42.1 28.0  14.6 42.8 
 Switzerland 1 474 ± 33  34.5  13.1 60.1 34.8  13.6 59.8 
 Croatia 150 ± 26  9.7  7.3 12.7 8.7  6.7 11.0 
 FYR of Macedonia 32 ± 4  5.0  4.0 6.6 4.7  4.1 5.8 
 Turkey 2 249 ± 122  9.7  5.5 20.2 10.0  5.6 21.5 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_epgn62) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_epgn62&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_epgn62&mode=view
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Table 7. Share of employees with temporary contracts, 2010Q3, by age group, sex and eco-
nomic activity, % 

  EU-27 EA-16 
  15+ 15-24 25-54 55+ 15+  15-24  25-54 55+ 
 Total 14.4 43.6 11.5 7.9 16.1  53.0  12.7 7.3 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 32.5 55.3 30.3 25.1 39.7  62.8  37.0 31.9 
 Industry, incl. Energy 11.2 45.3 8.6 4.8 11.2  52.3  7.9 3.9 
 Construction 18.2 43.7 15.1 9.9 19.5  49.9  15.5 10.4 
 Trade, transport and communication services 14.4 38.7 10.3 6.8 16.4  49.3  11.3 6.6 
 Business activities and financial services 13.4 42.7 10.6 9.4 14.9  52.7  11.8 8.0 
 Other services 14.9 50.0 12.9 8.2 17.2  59.2  15.1 7.4 
 Men 13.9 43.5 10.8 8.0 15.3  52.6  11.7 7.4 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 30.8 52.7 28.6 23.8 37.8  60.5  35.2 29.5 
 Industry, incl. Energy 10.5 45.4 7.6 4.5 10.6  51.9  7.1 3.7 
 Construction 19.2 43.7 16.0 10.8 20.4  49.9  16.3 11.3 
 Trade, transport and communication services 12.8 37.8 8.9 6.5 14.7  48.8  9.9 6.5 
 Business activities and financial services 13.9 44.0 10.8 11.0 15.5  53.4  12.2 9.3 
 Other services 14.9 53.0 12.7 8.6 16.7  63.7  14.6 7.3 
 Women 15.0 43.7 12.2 7.8 16.9  53.4  13.8 7.3 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 36.7 62.4 34.4 28.6 44.2  68.7  41.2 37.8 
 Industry, incl. Energy 12.8 45.0 10.7 5.8 13.0  53.7  10.0 4.4 
 Construction 9.9 42.4 7.3 3.4 11.3  51.3  8.5 2.9 
 Trade, transport and communication services 16.4 39.6 12.1 7.4 18.4  49.7  13.1 6.8 
 Business activities and financial services 12.9 41.4 10.4 7.5 14.3  52.1  11.4 6.5 
  Other services 14.9 48.5 12.9 8.0 17.4  57.2  15.4 7.4 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_etgan2) 

Table 8. Employees with temporary contracts, by country and sex 
    Employees with Share of total employees (%) 
 15 years  temp. contracts 2010Q3 2009Q3 
  and above (1000) Total Men Women Total  Men  Women 
 EU-27 26 081  14.4 13.9 15.0 14.0  13.2  14.8 
 EA-16 18 988  16.1 15.3 16.9 15.8  14.7  17.0 
 Belgium 319  8.3 6.9 9.9 8.0  6.5  9.8 
 Bulgaria 149  5.5 6.2 4.8 5.5  6.1  4.8 
 Czech Republic 370  9.2 7.9 10.7 8.7  7.3  10.3 
 Denmark 223  9.0 9.0 9.0 9.2  8.5  9.9 
 Germany 5 104  14.9 14.7 15.1 14.6  14.5  14.7 
 Estonia 22  4.2 5.6 (2.9) 3.3  (3.7) (2.9) 
 Ireland 154  10.1 9.6 10.6 9.2  8.4  10.0 
 Greece 369  13.0 11.5 15.1 12.7  11.2  14.6 
 Spain 3 950  25.6 24.5 26.7 25.9  24.2  27.9 
 France 3 604  15.7 15.0 16.5 15.1  13.7  16.6 
 Italy 2 198  12.9 11.7 14.4 12.6  11.1  14.6 
 Cyprus 43  13.6 7.4 20.3 14.0  8.5  20.0 
 Latvia 64  7.5 9.3 5.9 5.5  7.1  4.0 
 Lithuania 37  3.1 3.5 (2.6) 3.0  3.6  (2.4) 
 Luxembourg 18  9.1 7.7 10.8 8.3  7.5  9.2 
 Hungary 348  10.4 11.1 9.5 9.2  9.9  8.4 
 Malta 9  6.5 5.2 8.6 5.5  4.7  7.0 
 Netherlands 1 326  18.7 17.6 19.9 18.6  16.7  20.7 
 Austria 364  10.2 10.6 9.7 9.8  9.8  9.9 
 Poland 3 525  28.2 28.7 27.6 27.1  27.6  26.6 
 Portugal 888  23.2 22.7 23.6 22.0  21.1  23.0 
 Romania 71  1.2 1.3 1.1 1.0  1.0  1.0 
 Slovenia 141  17.8 16.3 19.5 17.5  16.4  18.7 
 Slovakia 130  6.6 6.4 6.8 4.8  5.0  4.6 
 Finland 368  17.1 14.4 19.8 15.7  12.1  19.0 
 Sweden 715  17.3 15.6 19.0 16.4  14.5  18.4 
 United Kingdom 1 569  6.3 6.0 6.6 5.8  5.4  6.1 
 Iceland 21  15.0 14.4 15.6 12.6  12.1  13.1 
 Norway 205  8.9 7.4 10.5 8.7  7.4  10.1 
 Switzerland 478  13.1 13.3 13.0 13.3  13.1  13.4 
 Croatia 156  13.1 13.1 13.2 12.2  11.9  12.4 
 FYR of Macedonia 74  15.9 18.5 12.2 15.0  16.9  12.4 
  Turkey 1 816  13.0 12.9 13.1 12.2  12.3  11.6 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_etgan2) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_etgan2&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_etgan2&mode=view
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Table 9. Average actual weekly hours worked in all jobs by persons who worked at least one 
hour in the reference week, by full-time/part-time distinction, sex and economic activity 

  EU-27 EA-16 
  Total Full-timePart-time Total Full-time Part-time 
  2010Q3 2009Q3 2010Q3 2010Q3 2010Q3 2009Q3 2010Q3 2010Q3 
 Total 37.9 38.0 41.7 21.2 37.4 37.4 41.6 21.0 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 41.8 42.3 46.9 24.2 43.8 44.4 49.4 20.9 
 Industry, incl. Energy 39.7 39.4 41.0 21.9 39.1 38.6 40.7 21.5 
 Construction 41.3 41.5 42.6 21.4 40.5 40.6 42.0 20.8 
 Trade, transport and communication services 38.5 38.7 43.1 20.4 38.4 38.5 43.3 20.6 
 Business activities and financial services 37.2 37.1 41.5 20.4 36.8 36.7 41.5 20.5 
 Other services 34.7 34.8 39.5 21.5 34.1 34.1 39.2 21.3 
 Men 41.0 41.0 42.8 21.7 40.8 40.7 42.6 21.1 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 45.2 45.6 49.1 25.6 47.3 47.8 51.0 21.7 
 Industry, incl. Energy 40.8 40.5 41.4 22.5 40.4 39.9 41.0 22.1 
 Construction 42.0 42.2 42.8 22.7 41.3 41.4 42.1 21.5 
 Trade, transport and communication services 41.5 41.6 44.0 20.3 41.7 41.8 44.2 20.1 
 Business activities and financial services 40.6 40.6 42.8 20.6 40.6 40.5 42.8 20.8 
 Other services 38.3 38.5 40.6 21.7 37.9 38.1 40.2 21.8 
 Women 34.0 34.0 39.9 21.0 33.1 33.1 39.8 20.9 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 36.5 37.0 42.6 23.0 36.9 37.4 45.1 20.2 
 Industry, incl. Energy 36.9 36.6 39.9 21.6 35.4 34.8 39.5 21.3 
 Construction 32.9 33.2 39.6 19.8 31.7 31.8 39.7 20.1 
 Trade, transport and communication services 34.5 34.8 41.4 20.4 34.0 34.2 41.5 20.7 
 Business activities and financial services 33.4 33.4 39.5 20.4 32.8 32.7 39.5 20.5 
  Other services 32.9 32.8 38.7 21.4 32.0 31.9 38.4 21.2 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data codes: lfsq_ewhan2, lfsq_ewh2n2) 

Table 10. Persons who worked at least one hour in the reference week and corresponding aver-
age actual weekly hours in all jobs, by country and sex 

   Persons who  Average actual weekly hours 
 15 years  worked at least  2010Q3 2009Q3 
  and above 1 hour (1000) Total Men Women Total  Men  Women 
 EU-27 183 760  37.9 ± 0.1  41.0 34.0 38.0  41.0  34.0 
 EA-16 116 201  37.4 ± 0.1  40.8 33.1 37.4  40.7  33.1 
 Belgium 3 561  37.7 ± 0.4  41.2 33.1 37.5  40.7  33.5 
 Bulgaria 2 786  40.9 ± 0.2  41.2 40.6 41.2  41.6  40.8 
 Czech Republic 4 238  40.5 ± 0.2  42.4 37.8 41.2  43.0  38.5 
 Denmark 2 117  36.2 ± 0.3  39.0 32.8 35.9  38.3  33.1 
 Germany 34 165  36.2 ± 0.2  40.6 30.8 36.0  40.3  30.7 
 Estonia 504  39.6 ± 0.6  40.8 38.3 38.7  39.8  37.6 
 Ireland 1 628  35.9 ± 0.0  40.0 30.8 36.1  40.1  30.9 
 Greece 4 038  42.6 ± 0.4  44.3 39.8 43.0  45.0  39.8 
 Spain 14 884  38.7 ± 0.1  41.3 35.4 38.9  41.5  35.4 
 France 19 429  37.5 ± 0.2  40.3 34.3 37.5  40.6  33.9 
 Italy 18 787  38.1 ± 0.1  40.8 33.9 38.1  40.7  34.0 
 Cyprus 315  40.2 ± 0.3  41.9 38.0 40.7  43.1  37.8 
 Latvia 890  39.7 ± 0.5  40.5 38.8 40.2  41.2  39.3 
 Lithuania 1 247  39.8 ± 0.3  40.6 39.0 39.6  40.7  38.6 
 Luxembourg 171  39.3 ± 0.7  42.5 35.1 38.4  41.4  34.0 
 Hungary 3 547  39.8 ± 0.1  40.8 38.6 39.8  40.8  38.6 
 Malta 156  38.3 ± 0.6  40.2 34.4 39.5  41.8  34.5 
 Netherlands 6 608  32.7 ± 0.1  37.9 26.3 32.5  37.5  26.4 
 Austria 3 449  38.2 ± 0.4  42.3 33.0 38.3  42.4  33.2 
 Poland 14 855  41.9 ± 0.2  44.1 39.0 42.1  44.2  39.3 
 Portugal 4 236  39.8 ± 0.6  41.5 37.9 39.6  41.5  37.5 
 Romania 9 279  40.3 ± 0.3  41.3 39.1 40.6  41.7  39.2 
 Slovenia 784  39.7 ± 0.4  41.1 37.9 39.7  41.1  37.9 
 Slovakia 2 102  39.5 ± 0.3  40.6 38.0 39.8  40.9  38.2 
 Finland 1 888  37.9 ± 0.2  40.1 35.4 37.8  40.0  35.5 
 Sweden 3 374  37.4 ± 0.3  39.7 34.5 36.9  39.4  34.0 
 United Kingdom 24 722  35.8 ± 0.1  40.0 30.7 36.0  40.2  30.9 
 Iceland 132  40.6 ± 0.7  44.2 36.3 41.0  44.9  36.1 
 Norway 1 764  35.3 ± 0.3  38.2 31.8 35.4  38.5  31.8 
 Switzerland 3 409  37.8 ± 0.2  43.3 31.0 36.9  42.8  29.8 
 Croatia 1 441  40.1 ± 0.5  41.2 38.9 40.5  41.7  39.1 
 FYR of Macedonia 614  42.8 ± 0.6  43.8 41.3 42.7  43.8  41.0 
 Turkey 22 068  46.0 ± 0.5  48.6 39.6 50.5  53.5  42.5 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data codes: lfsq_ewhan2, lfsq_ewh2n2) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_ewhan2&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_ewh2n2&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_ewhan2&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_ewh2n2&mode=view
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Table 11. Share of persons whose job started within the past 3 months, 2010Q3, by economic ac-
tivity, age group and sex, %  

  EU-27 EA-16 
  15+ 15-24 25-54 55+ 15+  15-24  25-54 55+ 
 Total 4.7 19.0 3.6 1.6 5.1  21.2  3.9 1.6 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 3.8 15.8 3.5 1.3 5.5  23.8  5.2 2.0 
 Industry, incl. Energy 3.9 18.1 2.9 1.1 4.1  19.4  3.1 1.0 
 Construction 6.2 17.5 5.2 2.7 6.6  18.7  5.5 3.2 
 Trade, transport and communication services 5.7 19.2 4.0 1.7 6.1  22.1  4.3 1.5 
 Business activities and financial services 5.0 20.9 4.0 2.1 5.2  22.6  4.1 2.1 
 Other services 3.9 19.4 3.0 1.4 4.2  20.9  3.2 1.4 
 Men 4.7 18.5 3.6 1.6 4.9  20.7  3.8 1.6 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 4.1 15.2 3.8 1.4 5.5  21.6  5.2 1.9 
 Industry, incl. Energy 3.8 17.7 2.8 1.1 4.0  18.5  3.0 0.9 
 Construction 6.4 17.6 5.4 2.9 6.9  18.8  5.7 3.4 
 Trade, transport and communication services 5.1 18.1 3.6 1.5 5.4  21.2  3.9 1.3 
 Business activities and financial services 5.1 22.7 4.1 2.0 5.2  24.3  4.3 1.9 
 Other services 3.8 20.1 2.9 1.2 3.8  22.1  2.9 1.2 
 Women 4.8 19.5 3.6 1.6 5.2  21.8  3.9 1.7 
 Agriculture, hunting and fishing 3.4 16.9 3.0 1.2 5.5  30.3  5.2 2.3 
 Industry, incl. Energy 4.2 19.2 3.2 1.3 4.7  21.9  3.5 1.2 
 Construction 3.8 16.3 3.0 1.2 4.1  17.9  3.4 0.5 
 Trade, transport and communication services 6.6 20.3 4.5 1.9 7.1  23.1  5.0 1.8 
 Business activities and financial services 4.9 19.2 3.8 2.3 5.1  20.9  4.0 2.4 
  Other services 4.0 19.1 3.1 1.4 4.3  20.4  3.4 1.5 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_egdn2) 

Table 12. Persons whose job started within the past 3 months, by country and sex 

    Persons whose job Share of total employment (%) 
 15 years  started within past 2010Q3 2009Q3 
  and above 3 months (1000) Total Men Women Total  Men Women 
 EU-27 10 189  4.7 4.7 4.8 4.2  4.0 4.5 
 EA-16 7 072  5.1 4.9 5.2 4.5  4.2 4.9 
 Belgium 180  4.0 3.7 4.5 3.8  3.6 4.1 
 Bulgaria 90  2.9 3.1 2.7 2.9  3.1 2.6 
 Czech Republic 149  3.0 2.7 3.5 2.9  2.5 3.5 
 Denmark 190  7.0 6.7 7.4 6.9  5.7 8.3 
 Germany 1 957  5.1 5.1 5.2 4.3  4.1 4.5 
 Estonia 37  6.3 7.3 5.5 4.2  4.7 (3.7) 
 Ireland 85  4.6 4.7 4.6 3.8  3.7 4.0 
 Greece 81  1.8 1.7 2.0 2.2  2.0 2.5 
 Spain 1 254  6.8 6.5 7.1 6.5  6.1 7.1 
 France 1 742  6.7 7.1 6.4 6.1  5.8 6.4 
 Italy 728  3.2 2.8 3.7 3.0  2.8 3.4 
 Cyprus 15  3.9 3.6 4.3 4.1  3.5 4.9 
 Latvia 83  8.6 10.0 7.4 5.0  5.7 4.3 
 Lithuania 61  4.5 5.9 3.2 3.0  3.2 2.7 
 Luxembourg 10  4.4 4.4 4.4 3.9  3.7 4.2 
 Hungary 129  3.4 3.7 3.1 3.0  3.0 2.9 
 Malta 6  3.6 3.3 (4.3) 3.6  2.9 (5.0) 
 Netherlands 292  3.8 3.7 4.0 1.8  1.6 2.2 
 Austria 235  5.7 5.6 5.8 4.8  4.7 4.9 
 Poland 702  4.3 4.6 4.0 3.6  3.7 3.5 
 Portugal 172  3.5 3.5 3.4 3.3  3.3 3.3 
 Romania 163  1.7 1.9 1.4 2.0  2.3 1.7 
 Slovenia 37  3.9 4.1 3.6 4.3  4.4 4.2 
 Slovakia 63  2.7 2.5 3.0 2.2  2.0 2.5 
 Finland 213  8.6 8.1 9.2 7.6  6.6 8.7 
 Sweden 427  9.3 8.6 10.0 7.9  7.4 8.5 
 United Kingdom 1 088  3.8 3.8 3.7 3.4  3.3 3.5 
 Iceland 12  7.2 7.2 7.2 6.9  6.9 6.8 
 Norway 142  5.7 5.3 6.1 5.3  4.8 5.8 
 Switzerland 234  5.5 5.2 5.8 3.3  3.0 3.6 
 Croatia (29) (2.0) (1.7) (2.4) 2.6  (2.3) (3.1) 
 FYR of Macedonia 25  3.8 4.0 (3.6) 4.0  4.3 (3.7) 
  Turkey 3 003  12.9 12.9 13.1 12.4  12.6 12.1 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS  (online data code: lfsq_egdn2) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_egdn2&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_egdn2&mode=view
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Table 13. Unemployment rates, 2010Q3, by age group, sex and nationality, % 

  EU-27 EA-16 
  15-74 15-24 25-54 55-74 15-74  15-24  25-54 55-74 
  Total Long-term Total Long-term 
 Total 9.3 3.8 20.5 8.3 6.1 9.7 4.2  20.0 8.8 6.6 
 Nationals 8.7 3.6 20.1 7.7 5.8 8.9 3.9  19.3 8.0 6.2 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 11.5 3.9 20.2 10.9 8.9 12.8 4.6  23.6 12.3 9.0 

 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 18.8 7.7 29.0 17.6 17.3 19.6 8.1  29.7 18.5 18.1 
 Men 9.2 3.8 20.7 8.0 6.6 9.4 4.1  20.1 8.5 6.9 
 Nationals 8.6 3.6 20.4 7.4 6.2 8.6 3.8  19.4 7.6 6.4 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 10.4 3.3 18.7 9.7 9.7 11.6 3.9  21.4 11.0 9.7 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 18.9 7.5 28.3 17.8 19.0 19.7 7.9  29.3 18.6 19.7 
 Women 9.4 3.7 20.3 8.5 5.6 10.0 4.3  19.9 9.3 6.3 
 Nationals 8.9 3.5 19.9 8.0 5.3 9.3 4.0  19.1 8.5 5.9 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 12.8 4.6 21.9 12.4 7.8 14.3 5.4  25.9 13.8 8.1 
  Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 18.7 7.9 30.0 17.5 15.1 19.4 8.5  30.1 18.3 15.7 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data codes: lfsq_urgan, lfsq_upgal) 

Table 14. Unemployment and unemployment rates, by country and sex 

  Unemployment rates (%) 
 15-74 years Unemployment (1000) 2010Q3 2009Q3 
  Total Confidence Long- Total  Men Women Total  Men Women 
   limits term Total  Long-term   Total Long-term   
 EU-27 22 237 ± 228  9 054  9.3 ± 0.1 3.8 9.2 9.4 9.0  3.0  9.0 8.9 
 EA-16 15 042 ± 191  6 501  9.7 ± 0.2 4.2 9.4 10.0 9.4  3.4  9.1 9.7 
 Belgium 424 ± 37  208  8.7 ± 0.8 4.2 8.4 9.0 8.2  3.6  7.8 8.8 
 Bulgaria 327 ± 23  156  9.5 ± 0.6 4.5 10.1 8.8 6.7  2.8  6.8 6.5 
 Czech Republic 374 ± 18  161  7.1 ± 0.3 3.0 6.0 8.5 7.3  2.0  6.4 8.5 
 Denmark 214 ± 12  44  7.3 ± 0.4 1.5 7.3 7.2 6.1  0.5  6.6 5.4 
 Germany 2 797 ± 81  1 316  6.7 ± 0.2 3.2 7.1 6.3 7.8  3.5  8.1 7.4 
 Estonia 106 ± 12  56  15.5 ± 1.6 8.1 16.1 14.9 14.6  4.1  17.0 12.2 
 Ireland 294 ± 11  146  13.8 ± 0.5 6.8 16.8 10.0 12.6  3.5  15.6 8.9 
 Greece 622 ± 27  287  12.4 ± 0.5 5.7 9.7 16.1 9.3  3.8  6.6 13.1 
 Spain 4 575 ± 102  1 712  19.8 ± 0.4 7.4 19.3 20.4 17.9  4.4  17.8 18.2 
 France 2 596 ± 100  1 066  9.1 ± 0.3 3.7 8.7 9.6 9.0  3.3  8.6 9.4 
 Italy 1 864 ± 68  934  7.6 ± 0.3 3.8 6.8 8.7 7.3  3.3  6.5 8.6 
 Cyprus 24 ± 3  5  5.8 ± 0.7 1.3 5.7 5.9 5.5  0.4  5.4 5.6 
 Latvia 210 ± 18  97  18.0 ± 1.3 8.3 20.0 15.9 18.4  4.9  21.2 15.5 
 Lithuania 292 ± 21  123  17.8 ± 1.1 7.5 20.3 15.3 13.8  3.2  17.4 10.3 
 Luxembourg 9 ± 2  (2) 3.9 ± 0.9 (1.0) 2.8 5.3 4.4  (0.9) 3.7 5.3 
 Hungary 466 ± 20  244  10.9 ± 0.5 5.7 11.0 10.7 10.3  4.2  10.5 10.1 
 Malta 12 ± 2  6  6.8 ± 1.0 3.4 6.9 6.6 6.9  3.1  6.7 7.2 
 Netherlands 373 ± 16  103  4.3 ± 0.2 1.2 4.2 4.3 3.5  0.8  3.4 3.5 
 Austria 191 ± 15  46  4.4 ± 0.3 1.1 4.6 4.2 5.1  1.0  5.2 5.1 
 Poland 1 627 ± 56  526  9.2 ± 0.3 2.9 8.7 9.7 8.1  2.6  7.6 8.6 
 Portugal 609 ± 37  327  11.1 ± 0.7 5.9 9.8 12.6 10.0  4.3  9.3 10.8 
 Romania 703 ± 63  266  6.9 ± 0.6 2.6 7.4 6.3 6.8  2.2  7.6 5.9 
 Slovenia 73 ± 7  34  7.1 ± 0.7 3.3 7.0 7.1 6.2  1.7  6.3 6.1 
 Slovakia 384 ± 17  256  14.1 ± 0.9 9.4 13.9 14.3 12.5  6.6  11.9 13.3 
 Finland 195 ± 9  54  7.3 ± 0.3 2.0 7.6 6.9 7.5  1.5  7.7 7.4 
 Sweden 391 ± 12  72  7.8 ± 0.2 1.4 7.8 7.8 8.1  1.1  8.4 7.7 
 United Kingdom 2 486 ± 79  809  7.9 ± 0.2 2.6 8.4 7.2 8.0  2.0  9.1 6.7 
 Iceland 12 ± 2  2  6.5 ± 1.0 1.3 6.2 6.8 6.0  :  6.5 5.4 
 Norway 89 ± 8  19  3.4 ± 0.3 0.7 3.7 3.1 3.2  0.4  3.5 2.8 
 Switzerland 210 ± 15  71  4.7 ± 0.3 1.6 4.1 5.3 4.1  1.2  3.8 4.5 
 Croatia 200 ± 22  101  11.6 ± 1.2 5.8 11.0 12.2 8.7  5.0  8.3 9.2 
 FYR of Macedonia 301 ± 26  254  31.7 ± 2.2 26.7 32.1 31.0 31.7  26.0  31.5 32.1 
 Turkey 2 614 ± 95  688  10.2 ± 0.4 2.7 9.6 11.5 12.2  3.0  11.9 13.0 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data codes: lfsq_urgan, lfsq_upgal) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_urgan&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_upgal&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_urgan&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_upgal&mode=view
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Table 15. Inactive willing to work as a share of total population, 2010Q3, by age group, sex 
and nationality, % 

  EU-27 EA-16 
   15-64   15-24   25-54   55-64  15-64   15-24   25-54   55-64  
 Total 5.0 7.6 4.6 3.9 4.9  7.2  4.6 3.5 
 Nationals 4.8 7.4 4.4 3.8 4.6  7.0  4.4 3.4 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 5.6 9.1 5.3 4.1 5.8  9.0  5.7 3.9 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 7.6 10.0 7.3 6.4 7.6  10.0  7.3 6.4 
 Men 3.9 7.1 3.0 3.8 3.7  6.7  3.0 3.3 
 Nationals 3.9 7.0 3.0 3.8 3.6  6.6  2.9 3.2 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 3.3 7.1 2.6 4.2 3.3  6.7  2.8 3.7 
 Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 5.3 9.0 4.3 6.5 5.3  8.9  4.3 6.4 
 Women 6.1 8.1 6.2 3.9 6.0  7.7  6.3 3.7 
 Nationals 5.8 7.9 5.8 3.8 5.7  7.3  5.9 3.6 
 Non-nationals — citizens of other EU-27 countries 7.8 10.8 7.9 4.0 8.2  10.8  8.5 4.1 
  Citizens of countries outside the EU-27 9.9 10.9 10.1 6.3 9.9  11.2  10.1 6.3 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_igaww) 

Table 16. Inactive willing to work, by country and sex 

   Inactive Share of total population 15-64 (%) 
 15-64 years willing to work 2010Q3 2009Q3 
  (1000) Total Men Women Total  Men  Women 
 EU-27 16 498  5.0 3.9 6.1 5.0  3.9  6.2 
 EA-16 10 452  4.9 3.7 6.0 4.9  3.8  6.1 
 Belgium 202  2.8 2.3 3.3 2.9  2.4  3.4 
 Bulgaria 295  5.8 5.9 5.8 5.1  5.0  5.1 
 Czech Republic 173  2.3 1.7 3.0 2.5  1.9  3.1 
 Denmark 149  4.1 3.8 4.4 3.8  3.1  4.5 
 Germany 2 036  3.8 3.0 4.6 4.2  3.4  5.1 
 Estonia 53  5.9 5.3 6.5 6.0  5.4  6.5 
 Ireland 117  3.9 4.0 3.8 3.5  3.6  3.4 
 Greece 111  1.5 0.8 2.3 1.6  0.8  2.5 
 Spain 1 655  5.3 3.4 7.3 5.6  3.9  7.4 
 France 1 051  2.6 2.2 3.1 2.6  2.2  3.0 
 Italy 3 921  9.9 7.4 12.4 9.7  7.0  12.4 
 Cyprus 18  3.3 2.7 3.9 2.4  1.7  3.1 
 Latvia 123  7.9 7.2 8.6 8.4  6.4  10.2 
 Lithuania 62  2.7 2.5 3.0 4.4  5.2  3.5 
 Luxembourg 17  5.3 2.9 7.6 5.5  3.4  7.7 
 Hungary 344  5.1 4.5 5.6 4.9  4.5  5.4 
 Malta 18  6.2 4.1 8.4 5.6  3.8  7.4 
 Netherlands 491  4.5 3.8 5.1 4.0  3.4  4.7 
 Austria 393  7.0 5.8 8.2 6.6  5.4  7.8 
 Poland 1 683  6.3 4.8 7.8 6.5  4.9  8.1 
 Portugal 108  1.5 1.1 1.9 1.6  1.4  1.9 
 Romania 516  3.4 2.3 4.6 3.4  1.6  5.3 
 Slovenia 66  4.6 3.8 5.5 5.2  4.5  5.9 
 Slovakia 102  2.6 2.1 3.1 2.3  1.7  2.8 
 Finland 144  4.1 4.0 4.1 4.1  4.0  4.1 
 Sweden 214  3.5 3.2 3.9 3.5  3.2  3.9 
 United Kingdom 2 433  6.0 5.2 6.8 5.9  4.9  6.8 
 Iceland 6  2.9 2.7 3.1 2.1  1.7  2.5 
 Norway 131  4.0 3.7 4.4 4.2  4.1  4.4 
 Switzerland 893  16.9 10.9 22.9 8.4  6.4  10.5 
 Croatia 117  4.2 3.6 4.9 3.7  3.1  4.2 
 FYR of Macedonia 60  4.1 3.4 4.9 5.3  4.1  6.5 
  Turkey 2 145  4.5 3.6 5.4 4.4  3.6  5.2 

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS (online data code: lfsq_igaww) 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_igaww&mode=view
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=lfsq_igaww&mode=view
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES  
Sources: All statistics presented in this publication are derived 
from the European Union Labour Force Survey (EU-LFS), ex-
cept the seasonally adjusted employment series in Figure 1, 
which are taken from the national accounts (NA). The EU-LFS 
is a quarterly, large sample survey providing results for the 
population in private households in the EU, EFTA, and the can-
didate countries (except Liechtenstein). The achieved sampling 
rates in 2010Q1 vary between 0.18 % and 1.67 %. The figures in 
this publication are not seasonally adjusted, except for Figure 1.  

Symbols: Figures in brackets lack reliability due to the small 
sample size; ':' colon indicates unavailable or extremely unre-
liable data. Quarter 3 of the year 2010 is written as 2010Q3.  

Country codes: The European Union (27 countries) is written 
as EU-27 and includes Belgium (BE), Bulgaria (BG), the 
Czech Republic (CZ), Denmark (DK), Germany (DE), Estonia 
(EE), Ireland (IE), Greece (EL), Spain (ES), France (FR), Italy 
(IT), Cyprus (CY), Latvia (LV), Lithuania (LT), Luxembourg 
(LU), Hungary (HU), Malta (MT), the Netherlands (NL), Aus-
tria (AT), Poland (PL), Portugal (PT), Romania (RO), Slove-
nia (SI), Slovakia (SK), Finland (FI), Sweden (SE) and the 
United Kingdom (UK). The Euro Area (16 countries) is writ-
ten as EA-16 and consists of Belgium, Germany, Ireland, 
Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Malta, the 
Netherlands, Austria, Portugal, Slovenia, Slovakia and 
Finland. The EFTA countries are Iceland (IS), Norway (NO) 
and Switzerland (CH). The candidate countries are Croatia 
(HR), the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (MK), and 
Turkey (TR). The abbreviation MK used for the Former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia is a provisional code that does not 
prejudice in any way the definitive nomenclature for this coun-
try, which will be agreed following the conclusions of negotia-
tions currently taking place on this subject at the United Na-
tions.  

Rounding: Although data in percentages are presented 
rounded to the first decimal, calculations of changes over time 
take into account all available decimal digits. For this reason, 
estimates of changes may differ slightly from the variations 
that can be obtained by using the figures as presented in the 
tables. 

Definitions: The concepts and definitions used in the survey fol-
low the guidelines of the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO). 

– Employment (LFS concept) covers persons aged 15 years 
and over (16 and over in Italy, Spain and UK; 15-74 years in 
Denmark, Estonia, Latvia, Hungary, Romania, Finland, Swe-
den and Norway; 16-74 in Iceland) who during the reference 
week performed work, even for just one hour a week, for pay, 
profit or family gain or were not at work (temporarily ab-
sent from work) but had a job or business from which they 
were temporarily absent for example because of illness, holi-
day, temporary lay-off, flexible working time arrangements, 
industrial dispute or education and training. 

– Unemployment covers persons aged 15-74 (16-74 in Italy, 
Spain, UK and Iceland) who were without work during the 
reference week, were currently available for work and had ei-
ther been actively seeking work in the past four weeks or had 
already found a job to start within the next three months. 

– Long-term unemployment covers persons unemployed for 
one year or more. 

 
– Inactive willing to work refers to persons who are neither 

employed nor unemployed but are seeking employment or, 
if not seeking, would nevertheless like to work. 

– Activity rates show the active population, i.e. the sum of 
the employed and the unemployed, as a percentage of the 
population of the same age. 

– Employment rates show employed persons as a percent-
age of the population of the same age. 

– Unemployment rates show unemployed persons as a per-
centage of the active population of the same age. 

– Youth unemployment rate is the unemployment rate 
among persons aged 15 to 24. 

In calculating the shares of part-time employment (Tables 6 
and 7), employees with temporary contracts (Tables 8 and 
9), and persons whose job started within the last three 
months (Tables 12 and 13), non-responses to the relevant 
variables are excluded. The job characteristics in Tables 6 to 
13 refer to the main job, unless explicitly specified other-
wise.  

Main conceptual differences between national accounts 
(NA) and EU-LFS employment: EU-LFS employment 
figures refer to the resident population aged 15 years or more 
living in private households. They exclude conscripts in 
military or community service. NA employment figures refer 
to domestic employment, with no limit as to age or type of 
household, also including the non-resident population con-
tributing to GDP and conscripts in military or community 
service. Further details can be found at 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/national_a
ccounts/documents/employment/LFS-ESA.PDF 

Coverage: The data for France exclude overseas regions.  

Aggregates: When data are unavailable for a country, the 
relevant aggregates are calculated from the data for the same 
country one year before. 

Confidence limits: All confidence limits are calculated at a 
confidence level of 95 %. The country limits are derived 
from coefficients of variation calculated by the National 
Statistical Institutes. When a coefficient is not available, the 
coefficient for the last quarter available is taken. For calcu-
lating limits of aggregates, it is assumed that the EU-LFS is a 
stratified sample with the country as the first stratum. 

Economic activity: In Tables 6, 8, 10 and 12, breakdowns 
are based on the industry of the main job. The aggregation 
to six sectors is based on the new Rev.2 of the NACE clas-
sification. 

Seasonal adjustment: EU-27 seasonal adjustment for NA 
employment is done indirectly, i.e. seasonally adjusted 
series are calculated from seasonally adjusted Member 
State data. These are produced directly by Member States 
using different methods of seasonal adjustment, following 
either the X11 or the TRAMO/SEATS methods (more in-
formation at 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/nam
q_esms.htm). EU-27 seasonal adjustment for unemployment 
figures is also done indirectly. Seasonal adjustment for most 
Member States is carried out by Eurostat using 
TRAMO/SEATS. Data for Germany, Italy, Finland and 
Sweden are seasonally adjusted by the National Statistical 
Institutes of the countries concerned. 
 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/national_accounts/documents/employment/LFS-ESA.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_SDDS/EN/namq_esms.htm


 

 

Further information 
 
 
Eurostat Website: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
 
Data on “Employment and unemployment (Labour force survey (LFS))” 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/employment_unemployment_lfs/data/database 
 
More information about “Employment and unemployment (Labour force survey (LFS))” 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/employment_unemployment_lfs/introduction 
 
 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building, Office A4/125, L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel.: (352) 4301 33408  
Fax: (352) 4301 35349 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@ec.europa.eu 
 
 
European Statistical Data Support: 
 
With the members of the ‘European statistical system’, Eurostat has set up a network of 
support centres in nearly every Member State and in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their role is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistics. 
 
Contact details for this support network can be found on the Eurostat website at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/. 
 
 
All Eurostat publications can be ordered via the ‘EU Bookshop’: 
http://bookshop.europa.eu/.   
  

 
Manuscript completed on: 24.02.2011 
Data extracted on: 14.01.2011 
ISSN 1977-0316 
Catalogue number: KS-SF-11-008-EN-N 
© European Union, 2011 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/employment_unemployment_lfs/data/database
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/employment_unemployment_lfs/introduction
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/
http://bookshop.europa.eu/
mailto:eurostat-mediasupport@ec.europa.eu


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX3:2002
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check true
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA27)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-3:2002, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-3, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-3:2002, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-3. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-3:2002, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-3 compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
    /ENG ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


