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Warning: These figures concern the collection of cows' milk by dairies and creameries
from farms, and not the production of cows' milk on farms.
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Monthly situation

In December 2004 the collection of cows’ milk rose slightly compared to the
previous month. This increase is 453 900 tons for the Union, or 1.1% more
than in November. The collection in the EU-15 increased by 388 800 tons, or
1.0%.

For a number of countries the increase is greater than 3% in corrected value
(Estonia, France, Luxembourg, Hungary, Portugal, Slovakia, Finland and the
United Kingdom). On the other hand, a steep fall in the cows’ milk collection in
Ireland is observed (-41%). This happens every year at this time; it is due to
the type of extensive livestock-farming and the concentration of calvings in
spring.

The trend in cows' milk collected by dairies and creameries

Cows' milk collection by dairies 1000 t Rate of change (%)

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec | Dec 2004/ | Dec 2004 /

2003 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 2004 | Nov 2004 | Dec 2003

BE 236.2| 2387 220.3| 2385| 256.9| 267.5 247.3] 2393| 226.7| 219.6| 2454 2357 236.8 -2.8 0.3
cz ;| 2104 201.4| 2200[ 2133 224.3| 2205| 2273 2225 209.1| 2082 198.7] 210.2 24 :
DK 373.4| 3740| 3493 3655 3718 391.6| 3742 3813| 377.7| 3616| 3618 3521 3729 2.5 -0.1
DE 2252.7| 2291.8| 2156.1| 2277.1| 2317.9| 2437.0| 2295.8| 2307.8| 2253.5| 2169.5| 2208.7| 2132.5| 2247.9 20 -0.2
EE 371 38.2 39.2 43.7 46.8] 50.0 50.3 50.7 484 441 41.8 40.0] 42.8 3.5 15.4
EL 52.4 42.0 47.2 51.1 53.7 60.8 57.9 61.3 59.2 57.5 55.8 50.0 50.5 -24 -3.6
ES 4841 4850 4635 5165 497.6| 535.1| 497.7 496.6| 4826 4654 465.1| 466.7 483.6] 0.3 -0.1
FR 1995.2 2030.2| 1904.2| 1951.7| 2142.7| 2156.3| 1858.7| 1721.9| 16559 1702.7| 1853.8| 1892.9| 2038.6| 4.2 2.2
IE 157.6] 1326 205.1 393.1 620.7| 729.6| 685.0( 673.0] 6022 498.7 399.1 243.4| 147.5 -41.4 -6.4
IT 8156/ 851.9| 824.0f 909.3| 896.7 897.6| 8979 8782 82558 8039 808.1 800.3| 817.2] -1.2 0.2]
CcYy 12.5 12.0 1.2 12.3 11.9 11.6 1.2 1.8 12.0 11.6] 11.6 1.2 11.5 -0.3 -8.4
Lv : 284 26.4 29.7 32.8 42.5 50.5 53.7 53.9] 50.1 42.7 33.7| 33.8] -2.9 :
LT 68.7 64.9 60.1 66.6 72.8 974 1184 1290, 1355 1288 110.7 78.2 76.2] -5.7 10.9]
LU 214 222 20.9 221 22.3| 237 221 21.9 20.8 201 204 19.8 21.7| 5.9 1.1
HU 142.6| 150.2| 144.5| 1523| 148.0 1527 1465 146.8 1423| 1359 137.3] 133.5| 1464 6.2 2.7
MT 3.2 33 3.2 33 32 3.5 34 3.5 35 3.5 3.6 35 3.7 23 14.6)
NL 883.6| 8852 807.8 840.9| 896.4| 9228 877.7| 886.3| 871.1| 8419 8757 839.7| 8835 1.8 0.0
AT 2140 2220| 212.0f 228.0| 2320| 251.0 228.0| 2230/ 214.0f 203.0/ 207.0f 193.0 205.0 28 -4.2
PL : : : : | 7628 7744| 7786| 7470 694.6| 659.7 585.1| 613.6 1.5 :
PT 1439| 151.3| 147.7) 169.0( 1722 180.9| 1656 163.4| 1552| 141.4[ 1414| 139.1] 1481 3.0 2.9
Sl : 424 40.7 441 43.3] 457 43.8 422 41.3 40.3] 40.2 38.8 40.6 1.3 :
SK 75.7 76.3 724 78.7 80.4 86.8 824 82.8 81.2 76.5 74.5 68.2 771 9.3 1.8]
Fl 2021 208.5( 198.1 2117 206.8] 2121 2011 196.6| 192.0 1819 184.4| 1832 196.3 3.7 -2.9]
SE 2679 276.0| 263.6| 286.1 281.0 288.0| 2733 271.0 2654| 2532 2555 250.4| 265.7 27 -0.8]
UK 1160.3| 1160.6) 1084.8] 1185.9] 1244.9| 1344.3| 1243.6| 1238.3| 1176.7| 1105.9] 1106.0] 1075.5[ 1147.8| 3.3] -1.1
EU-25 : : : : :| 12175.4| 11427.2] 11286.0] 10866.2| 10420.7| 10518.5[ 10065.1] 10519.0 1.1 :
EU-15| 9260.4| 9371.9| 8904.4| 9646.6| 10213.6| 10698.2| 9925.9| 9759.7| 9378.6] 9026.3| 9188.2| 8874.3| 9263.1 1.0) 0.0

The data for Belgium from October 2004 to December 2004 are estimates.
™ Corrected data = monthly production / number of day per month x (366/12)

Annual situation

In relation to December 2003, the collection of milk by dairies in December
2004 does not show any significant variation. However there is a general
downward trend in collection throughout 2004 and which is due to two factors
which seem a priori opposed:

In certain Member States, the negative effects of the hot summer of 2003,
with in particular, a reduction in the number of dairy cows led to a fall in the
collection in 2004 that one can describe as mechanical.

Other States at the end of 2003 had a collection overshoot, and consequently,
were under the threat of penalties. Those States therefore reduced production
and thus collection as much as possible for the first 3 months of 2004
(corresponding to the last 3 months of the marketing year 2003/2004).

(Continuation on the following page)




Monthly milk collection EU-15 1000 t The cows’ milk collection for the calendar year 2004
Jan. 2001 - Dec. 2004 (cumulated monthly collection: 114 250 800 tons)
13000 1 therefore fell compared to 2003 (115 265 000 tons).
10000 The difference is -1 014 200 tons i.e.: -0.87% in
9000 :
%888 relation to 2003.
8000 For the current marketing year (1 April 2004 to 31
4000 March 2005) the difference is -928 000 tons (-1% over
3000 / .
%888 9 months) in relation to the average observed for
0 previous years. This leaves room for manoeuvre by
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec the end of the marketing year for certain Member
m 2001 m 2002 0 2003 O 2004 ‘ States.

Source: Eurostat New Cronos 17/02/2005.
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European Statistical Data Support:

Eurostat set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ a network of support centres, which will exist in
nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries.

Their mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data.

The complete details concerning this support network can be found on our Internet site: www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/
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