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A farm structure survey was carried out in all EU member states in 2003 
(2002 in Poland). The detailed results are now available for 10 Member 
States: Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, 
Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Results for the other Member 
States will become available in the course of the next months. This Statistics 
in Focus is part of a series of country-specific publications, all following the 
same structure. 

Statistics 
in focus * * * 

In 2003, in the United Kingdom, 181 800 agricultural holdings had an 
economic size of at least one ESU (European size unit)*, which means a 
0.4% increase compared to 2000**. AGRICULTURE AND 

FISHERIES  
- These holdings employed 308 000 AWUs (annual work unit), the equivalent 
of 308 000 persons working full time; 
- they made use of almost 15.5 million ha of agricultural area, which is on 
average 85.2 hectare per holding (compared to 84.6 ha in 2000). 

40/2004 Amongst these 181 800 agricultural holdings: 
- 27% made use of less than one AWU, while 57% made use of 2 or more 
AWUs;  - 14% used less than 5 ha, while 22% used more than 100 ha; 

Contents - 9% were mixed holdings, while 91% were specialised: various grazing 
livestock including sheep 29%, cattle fattening and rearing 21%, dairy 13%, 
cereals, oil seed and protein crops 16%, field cropping 6%, pigs and poultry 
3%, horticulture 3% (of which 68% under glass); 

 
Table 1 –
 Labour force…………..Error! 
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- 1.4% practised organic farming. 

Amongst the 180 100 sole holders,  
- 12% were women; Table 2 -

 Agricultural holdings...Error! 
Bookmark not defined. 

- 54% were aged 55 or more, and not more than 4% were younger than 35 
years; 
- 23% had another gainful activity as major occupation. 
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* ESU measures the economic size of the holdings (see methodological notes). 

** In England and Wales, the sampling being based on the register, without applying any 
thresholds, meant that a large number of minor holdings previously (up to 2000) not covered, 
were included in the FSS 2003. 
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The survey on the structure of agricultural holdings in the countries of the United Kingdom was carried out in 2003 using both exhaustive and 
sample surveys or their combination. The reference time in case of livestock and land area was beginning of June 2003 (1st in Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, 5th in England); for labour force data, 12 months up to end of September 2003 in England and Wales, and 
end of February 2003 in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
The target population was all active farms in each country included in the continuously updated Census Registers for the June survey. For 
the labour force surveys, however, 65 thousand units were allocated proportionally (using number of total holdings) among the countries. In 
England and Wales sample surveys were organised in June and October. In Scotland the March survey was sample-based, while in June all 
active big holdings (at least 1 ha farmed land and at least 1 2/3 ESU and/or full-time farmer and significant poultry stock or horticulture) were 
included. In Northern Ireland a combined method was used: all active farms, except the very small ones where 50% sample was drawn. The 
samples were stratified by size and, in case of the March or October surveys, by type. The sampling ratios were 5% to 100% depending on 
the strata (with a higher ratio in the case of bigger holdings or of new holdings). The sampling was a random one. 
The data are multi-level checked. The non-responding units and the missing/incorrect data were handled partly by imputation (previous data 
taking into account trends, data of similar holdings or administrative sources) partly by raising the estimation factors of the strata. In a few 
cases, units were contacted by phone.  
For each activity (`enterprise`) on a farm (for instance wheat, dairy cow or vineyard), a standard gross margin (SGM) is estimated, based 
on the area (or the number of heads) and a regional coefficient. The sum of such margins in a farm is its economic size, expressed in 
European Size Units (ESU). 1 ESU is equal to 1200 euros. 
Due to differences in the coverage of units of less than 1 ESU across Member States, these data are not comparable between countries. 
That is why the present analysis and graphs focus on the holdings of at least one ESU. 
Each farm is classified in the community typology by its economic size and its type of farming, depending on the share of each enterprise in 
its economic size. For instance, a farm where breeding sows account for more than 2/3 of the economic size is classified as specialist pig 
rearing (type 5011). Depending on the level of aggregation, farms are grouped into 8 to 70 types. 
Annual working unit (AWU) means the labour force working yearly like a worker employed on full time basis, it is 1800 hours (225 working 
days of 8 working hours per day). 

# *#)-)#)+%)*[&\'$%!($4+.**
June agricultural census 2003, Final results, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, November 2003 
Survey of Agricultural and Horticultural Census, 2 June 2003: Final Results, Statistical Directorate, National Assembly of Wales, December 

2003 
Survey of agriculture, 1st December 2003. Results for Wales, Statistical Directorate, National Assembly of Wales, March 2004 
June agricultural census diversification results: England 1998-2003, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, January 2004 
Scottish Agricultural Census  Summary Sheets by geographic Area: June 2003, Scottish Executive National Statistics, 2004 
The Agricultural Census in Northern Ireland Results for June 2003, Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, December 2003 
EU Farm Structure Survey 2003, Northern Ireland, Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, March 2004 
Useful websites: statistics.defra.gov.uk/esg/statnot/agri.asp,  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/agri/sacs03-00.asp,  

www.wales.gov.uk/keypubstatisticsforwalesheadline/index.htm;   www.dardni.gov.uk/econs/stats.htm 



 

Further information: 
¾ Databases    

EUROSTAT website/Agriculture, forestry and fisheries/Agriculture/Structure of agricultural holdings   

 
Journalists can contact the media support service: 
 
Bech Building Office A4/017 • L-2920 Luxembourg • Tel. (352) 4301 33408 • Fax (352) 4301 35349 •  
 
E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int  

 
European Statistical Data Support:  
 
Eurostat set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ a network of support centres, which will exist in 
nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries. 
 
Their mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data. 
 
The complete details concerning this support network can be found on our Internet site: www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ 
 

 
A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the: 
Office for Official Publications of the European Communities. 
2, rue Mercier – L-2985 Luxembourg 
URL: http://publications.eu.int   
E-mail: info-info-opoce@cec.eu.int  
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