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Pig stock trends in the
European Union,

1994-2002

Francis Weiler, Blanka Chropuvkovad

In 2002 the number of pigs in the European Union totalled about 122 million.
Records of pig stocks in EU-15 exist from 1994. This publication outlines the
major changes in pig stocks and in the breakdown of those stocks by category
of animal in the Member States between 1994 and 2002.

After a downturn in the yearly figures for 1995, EU pig numbers tended to
increase until 1998. Figure 1 shows that the biggest increase occurred from
1997 to 1998 (+5.4 %). Pig stocks then fell by 2% in 2000 compared with the
previous year. The figures subsequently remained fairly stable. In spite of
this reduction, Community stocks in 2002 were up by 4.3 million on the 1994
figure.

Figure 1: Pig stocks in EU-15 (1000 head)
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Pig stock trends in the Member States

Germany, with 21.5% of the EU total in 2002, has the most pigs in the EU
(Figure 2). After the reduction in number recorded between 1994 and 1995,
stocks in Germany rose between 1996 and 1998. The biggest increase was
in 1998, when pig stocks rose by 6% compared with the previous year.
Stocks then fell in 1999-2000, before increasing slightly in 2001 and 2002
(Table 1). By 2002, the total number of animals in Germany had increased by
1.6 million compared with 1994.

Spain is the Member State which ranks second for the number of pigs. Its
share of total EU stocks went up from 15.5% in 1994 to 19.3% in 2002. The
biggest rise in stocks in Spain occurred in 1997-98, when numbers increased
by 10.7%.



Figure 2 : Breakdown of EU-15 pig stocks by Member State, 2002
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Pig surveys in the Member States reveal that stocks grew in 1998 in most Member States, the exceptions being

Greece, Portugal, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Stocks have tended

to decline in the UK since 1998, and from

1999 to 2000 they fell by 15.5%. The biggest increase in stocks occurred in the Netherlands, where the number of
pigs rose by 17.3% between 1997 and 1998. However, this followed a sharp decline of 19.8% in 1997 compared with

the previous year.

Table 1
Total pig stocks in the Member States (1000 head) - December surveys

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Belgium 6984 7153 7117 7352 7551 7322 7266 6775 6600
Denmark 10864 10709 11079 11494 11991 11914 12642 12975 12879
Germany 24698 23737 24283 24795 26294 26001 25767 25958 26251
Greece 951 917 904 938 904 968 936 861 903
Spain 18296 18125 18572 19480 21562 22418 22149 23639 23518
France 14593 14531 14968 15473 15869 15991 15168 15330 15271
Ireland 1498 1542 1665 1717 1801 1763 1731 1763 1782
Italy 8023 8061 8090 8281 8323 8415 8329 8410 9166
Luxembourg 68 73 77 74 81 82 83 76 76
Netherlands 13931 13935 14253 11437 13418 13139 12822 11514 11154
Austria 3729 3706 3664 3680 3810 3433 3348 3440 3305
Portugal 2444 2430 2375 2394 2385 2350 2338 2389 2344
Finland 1295 1394 1413 1444 1541 1493 1456 1454 1423
Sweden 2324 2317 2319 2353 2321 2021 1896 1920 1989
United Kingdom 7975 7442 7695 8036 7554 7037 5948 5687 5330
EU-15 117673 116072 118473 118947 125405 124347 121879 122191 121991

Source : Eurostat

Breakdown of pig stocks by main categories

In most Member States pigs for fattening account for the largest category

among total pig stocks. The two countries

which do not follow this trend are Denmark and the Netherlands, where the biggest category in 2002 was piglets

(Figure 3). These two countries are followed by Luxembourg, where
averaged 34% between 1994 and 2002 (Figure 4).

Figure 3: Breakdown of the pig livestock, 2002
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Figure 3 shows that /faly has a bigger
percentage (52% in 2002) of pigs for
fattening than the other Member
States. Italy maintained this leading
position throughout the 1994-2002
period.
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Figure 4: Breakdown of the pig livestock, A look at the breakdown of pig stocks
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As for other Member States, piglets account for the biggest share (38% in 2002) of the total pig population in the
Netherlands whereas the percentage of breeding pigs (10%) is relatively low (Figure 5). The same country also has
the lowest percentage of pigs in the 20-50 kg category (17%) among all the Member States.

In Greece the biggest percentage of the total pig population is represented by pigs for fattening (35 % in 2002), with
piglets accounting for only 25% (Figure 6). This is the lowest figure recorded for this category between 1994 - when
the figure was 30% - and 2002. The highest figure for breeding pigs (21%) was recorded in 2000, when piglets
accounted for 27% of the total population.

Figure 5: Breakdown of the pig livestock Figure 6: Breakdown of the pig livestock in
in the Netherlands, 2002 Greece, 2002
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Portugal is the Member State which ranks second for the percentage of breeding pigs (14% in 2002). Piglets account
for a higher percentage of total stocks in Portugal than in Greece (Figure 7). As already mentioned, pigs for fattening
account for a larger percentage of stocks in [taly than in other Member States. Figure 8 shows the breakdown of pig
stocks in Iltaly. Table 2 shows a comparison with the other Member States.

Figure 7: Breakdown of the pig livestock in Figure 8: Breakdown of the pig livestock
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Table 2
Breakdown of pig stocks in the Member States, 2002
B | bkK|] bD[e|] EJ] FJ]R]|] 1] L] N] A] P JHA] s | uK]|EUS5
Total pig stocks 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Piglets of live weight under 20 kg 27 32 2% 25 2 24 29 19 28 38 25 29 27 30 2 27
Pigs 20-50 kg 21 28 25 22 2 30 28 20 2 17 29 25 21 24 27 24
Pigs for fattening (under 50 kg) 42 29 40 35 40 38 32 52 40 35 36 32 38 35 36 38
Breeding pigs (over 50 kg) 10 11 10 18 12 9 10 8 10 10 10 14 13 11 11 10
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