Euro-zone construction
output rises by 2.2%

in the fourth quarter of 2000 (compared to the same
quarter of the previous year)
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Latest construction trends
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EU-15 construction output rose by 1.9% in the final quarter of 2000, when

INDUSTRY, TRADE compared to the fourth quarter of 1999. Third quarter data has been

significantly revised upwards (by 1.6 percentage points for the EU) and as a
AND SERVICES result also recorded a positive growth rate when compared to the same period
of the previous year (0.4%). Civil engineering output (up 1.0% in the fourth
quarter of 2000) continued to lag behind the growth rates reported for the
building sector (1.5%) in both the EU and the euro-zone.
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Production indices for construction

Having experienced a fairly rapid
slowdown in activity during the
middle of 2000, the EU index of
production for the construction
sector grew at a rapid pace in the
final quarter of 2000. Using a growth
rate that measures the change in
the index between one quarter and
the next, construction output fell in
both the second and third quarter in
the EU (down by 0.5% and 0.8%
respectively). However, growth in
the fourth quarter of 2000 was equal
to 2.4%.

Using the same measure, rapid
growth of 2.0% or more was
reported in Finland, Belgium, Austria
and Spain. In the final quarter of
2000 there was not a single Member
State recording a negative change
in output within the construction
sector.

German construction output rose by
1.7% in the final quarter of 2000
marking an end to four negative
figures using a quarter on quarter
growth rate. This upswing was in
contrast to the data measuring the
change between the final quarters of
1999 and 2000, which continued to
show German construction activity
contracting by 3.3% (the third
consecutive negative rate using this
measure).

In France, construction output grew
by 0.5% between the third and
fourth quarters of 2000, and by 1.3%
between the final quarters of 1999
and 2000.

In the United Kingdom output in the
construction sector rose by 1.0% in
the final quarter (compared to the
third quarter), whilst it fell by 0.3%
when compared to the final quarter
of 1999. In the second and third
guarters of 2000, construction
output in the United Kingdom had

fallen (in comparison to the quarter
before) by 0.9% and 1.3%.

In terms of growth between the final
quarters of 1999 and 2000, the
fastest expansion in construction
output was recorded in Spain
(7.1%), followed by Finland (5.3%),
the  Netherlands (4.6%) and
Luxembourg (4.1%) - although there
was growth of 10.1% in Italy
between the third quarters of 1999
and 2000. Spain, Italy and the
Netherlands reported rapid growth
on the basis of a quarter on quarter
growth rate throughout 2000. On the
other hand, Finland and
Luxembourg recorded high growth
rates for the year, despite periods of
reduced output (as measured by a
quarter on quarter rate of change).
This was particularly the case during
the third quarter of 2000 in Finland.

Quarter on quarter growth rates, seasonally Year on year growth rates, working day adjusted
adjusted series series

Q399 Q499 Q100 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q3-99 0Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00
EU-15 0.8 0.9 0.8 -0.5 -0.8 2.4 2.6 4.5 4.7 1.9 0.4 1.9
EUR-11 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.7 2.5 4.6 4.6 1.9 0.6 2.2
B 5.1 -0.2 2.1 2.2 0.6 2.6 3.4 14.5 6.4 4.2 1.2 2.3
DK : : : : : : : : : : : :
D 0.4 -0.2 -0.2 -3.0 -3.4 17 0.3 2.5 2.0 2.7 -5.3 -3.3
EL (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
E 0.1 2.1 2.3 15 1.2 2.0 6.6 5.8 7.2 6.2 7.1 7.1
F 0.9 11 -0.5 0.5 0.0 0.5 3.6 5.6 3.3 2.0 0.6 1.3
IRL (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
1 (2) 2.0 3.2 1.7 15 3.3 ) 2.0 3.5 8.7 8.6 10.0 :
L 0.5 2.2 1.2 -0.4 1.3 1.4 15 9.2 7.1 2.2 3.6 4.1
NL 1.3 1.0 0.4 1.1 0.4 15 4.3 7.5 3.1 4.5 1.3 4.6
A 0.5 0.3 -1.5 2.1 1.0 2.1 2.8 3.0 4.1 -3.5 2.7 0.0
P (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
FIN -2.3 2.8 6.9 -0.9 -4.5 4.0 2.0 3.5 12.2 6.7 3.5 5.3
S (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
UK 1.8 0.2 1.1 -0.9 -1.3 1.0 3.2 3.4 5.4 2.2 -1.1 -0.3

Table 2: Production volume index for construction, growth rates (%)

! Derogation not to provide this data until end 2001; > 4 month delay permitted until end 2001.
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Production indices for building

Output within the EU-15 building sector rose by 1.6% in the final quarter of 2000 (compared to the third quarter)
and by 1.5% (compared to the final quarter of 1999). The German building sector reported a 4.0% reduction in
output between the fourth quarters of 1999 and 2000, whilst production grew by 11.3% in Luxembourg and 8.8% in
Belgium. Civil engineering output rose by 1.0% in the EU between the final quarters of 1999 and 2000.

Quarter on quarter growth rates, seasonally Year on year growth rates, working day adjusted
adjusted series series

Q3-99 0Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00[f Q3-99 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00

EU-15 1.0 1.2 15 -0.9 -0.4 1.6 3.3 5.1 5.5 2.7 1.1 15

EUR-11 1.0 1.2 14 -0.9 -0.4 1.6 3.3 5.1 5.5 2.7 1.1 15

B 7.0 -1.2 2.2 -1.4 -1.8 9.8 29.6 43.2 13.7 6.3 -3.2 8.8

DK : : : : : : : : : : : :

D 0.1 -0.3 0.2 -2.8 -3.4 0.7 -1.5 0.1 1.2 -2.5 5.1 -4.0

EL (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :

E 2.1 2.7 25 1.9 1.0 0.7 10.2 8.4 10.9 9.7 8.4 6.0

F -0.1 11 0.9 -0.6 -0.9 1.7 4.1 5.7 3.5 1.3 0.5 11

IRL (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :

I (2) 0.6 1.6 7.6 1.2 15 -4.6 2.5 3.2 11.6 11.3 12.4 5.4

L -3.4 2.1 8.3 -5.9 4.2 4.7 -9.8 1.2 0.7 0.1 9.4 11.3

NL 0.3 1.3 0.1 1.2 1.0 1.2 1.8 7.3 0.8 2.9 3.4 4.4

A 0.7 -0.2 -0.5 2.1 0.8 2.4 2.3 1.8 4.3 -3.0 2.4 1.3

P @3) : : : : : : : : : : : :

FIN -1.9 3.6 7.9 0.3 -5.4 3.3 1.9 3.8 12.8 10.1 5.8 5.8
UK

Table 3: Production volume index for building, growth rates (%)
Production indices for civil engineering
Quarter on quarter growth rates, seasonally Year on year growth rates, working day adjusted
adjusted series series

Q399 Q4-99 Q100 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q3-99 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00

EU-15 0.9 0.5 -0.1 -0.2 0.0 0.6 3.6 6.2 3.5 0.4 -1.8 1.0

EUR-11 0.9 0.5 -0.1 -0.2 0.0 0.6 3.6 6.2 3.5 0.4 -1.8 1.0

B 9.2 4.9 -2.0 -4.8 -7.4 12.9 22.7 36.9 12.1 6.8 -9.5 -2.5

DK : : : : : : : : : : : :

D 0.8 0.2 -0.9 -3.6 -3.0 3.1 3.5 7.1 3.9 -2.9 -5.6 2.2

EL (5) : : : : : : : : : : : :

E -3.0 2.1 -0.5 -0.7 11 6.1 -0.2 -0.6 -2.4 2.1 2.0 6.0

F 1.2 0.9 -0.1 11 -0.5 1.3 2.6 5.5 2.8 3.5 0.8 1.9

IRL (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :

| (6) 2.0 7.7 -6.6 0.1 4.1 : 0.5 4.0 1.7 2.5 4.8 :

L 1.0 1.6 9.8 -6.7 -5.2 0.1 13.8 17.9 14.1 4.3 -1.4 2.7

NL 7.3 2.2 2.8 0.9 -3.4 5.8 12.0 8.0 15.2 9.9 4.7 5.1

A -0.4 0.8 -2.9 -3.1 0.7 0.3 4.0 6.8 2.8 -5.0 -3.3 -3.9

P (3) : : : : : : : : : : : :

FIN -3.8 -0.4 3.4 -5.8 -0.5 6.7 2.0 1.9 11.9 -6.6 -3.8 3.8

UK

Table 4: Production volume index for civil engineering, growth rates (%)

! Derogation not to provide this data until June 2003; ° 1 month delay permitted until 2003; ° Derogation until June 2002; * Derogation until
end 2001; > Derogation until end 2002; ¢ 4 month delay permitted until 2003.
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New orders

The index of new orders rose in Germany in the final quarter of 2000 (compared to the quarter before) by 2.7%,
following a series of five consecutive negative figures. In the United Kingdom demand fell in the third and fourth
guarters by 4.2% and 6.5% (compared to the quarter before). After negative rates in the third quarter of 2000
(compared to the quarter before), both Spain (4.5%) and Luxembourg (24.2%) registered rapid growth of new
orders (as had been the case in the first two quarters of 2000).

Quarter on quartgr growth Tates’ seasonally Year on year growth rates, gross series
adjusted series
Q399 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q399 0Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00

EU-15 (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
EUR-11 (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
B 4.0 5.8 0.9 -5.0 11.1 -1.9 15.8 10.9 16.6 5.4 12.6 4.5
DK (2) : : : : : : : : : : : :
D -2.7 -5.5 -2.6 -4.7 -5.8 2.7 -3.5 -6.2 -10.2 -13.5 -164 -10.6
EL (2) : : : : : : : : : : : :
E -3.0 5.2 6.5 11.3 9.1 45| -12.4 0.2 4.2 23.4 12.2 12.3
IRL (3) : :
I (2) : : : : : X : : : : : :
L -3.9 -30.0 33.2 111 -11.2 24.2 9.7 424 -156 24 -11.8 73.2
NL (3) : : : : : : : : : : : :
A 4.5 0.0 1.1 3.6 -1.4 2.8 14.2 14.7 4.7 8.2 0.1 5.3
FIN (5) : :
S (6) : : : : : : : X : : : X
UK -5.0 2.7 0.1 11.4 -4.2 -6.5| -153 -11.2 -1.2 8.7 9.8 -0.2

Table 5: New orders index for construction, growth rates (%)

Employment
Quarter on quart(_er growth Tates’ seasonally Year on year growth rates, gross series
adjusted series
Q399 Q4-99 Q100 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q399 Q4-99 Q100 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00

EU-15 0.4 0.3 0.7 0.2 -0.7 -0.2 2.8 1.3 1.9 1.6 0.5 0.0
EUR-11 : : : : : : : : : : : :
B 2.9 1.8 0.6 1.0 0.9 1.6 8.4 9.6 8.2 6.3 4.1 4.2
DK 11 0.2 4.7 -1.9 2.1 11 11 0.6 6.0 4.0 0.7 1.6
D -0.5 -1.8 -0.7 2.1 2.1 2.4 0.5 -3.3 -3.1 -4.9 -6.3 -7.3
E : : : : : : : : : : : :
F 0.5 0.9 0.8 1.2 1.3 1.3 2.5 2.9 1.7 2.9 4.9 5.2
IRL 2.2 0.8 2.1 1.3 1.1 0.7 7.8 5.3 6.8 6.9 5.7 49
I : : : : : : : : : : : :
L 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 1.7 15 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.3
NL 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.5 0.4 0.5 2.3 1.7 2.6 2.4 2.2 2.3
A -1.2 -0.7 -0.1 -0.7 -0.2 0.1 -4.3 -4.8 -1.9 2.4 -1.9 -1.4
P (4) : : : : : : : : : : : :
FIN 4.1 -0.3 1.2 10.2 5.9 3.9
S (5) : : : : : : : : : : : :
UK 3.4 2.1 1.7 17 -1.6 -1.1 2.8 4.4 8.0 9.8 4.0 0.3

Table 6: Employment index for construction, growth rates (%)

! Data available present less than 60% of the weight of all Member States, thus European aggregates are not calculated: ° Derogation not to

provide this data until end 2002; > Derogation until mid-2001; * Derogation until June 2002; > Derogation until end 2001; ¢ Derogation until
April 2002; 7 Derogation until June 2003.
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Hours worked

The index of hours worked generally reflects the level of construction activity, with increases (compared to a year
before) recorded in Belgium (6.6%), Luxembourg (3.1%) and the Netherlands (2.6%), whilst there was a reduction

in Germany (8.5%) and in Finland (8.3%).

Quarter on quarter growth rates, seasonally
adjusted series

Year on year growth rates, gross series

Q3-99 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q399 Q499 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00
EU-15 (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
EUR-11 (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
B 5.8 4.2 -1.4 0.5 1.0 5.3 27.4 39.2 13.7 8.3 2.7 6.6
DK (2) : : : : : : : : : : : :
D -0.6 -1.9 0.0 -4.5 -3.2 -1.1 25 -0.8 -0.3 -6.4 -8.6 -8.5
E : :
F @) : : : : : : : : : :
IRL 1.9 -0.1 -0.1 -0.1 -0.5 15 2.0 0.9 1.6 -0.9
I (3) : : : : : : : : : : : :
L 1.2 1.7 11 -0.5 0.0 15 0.5 9.4 8.4 25 0.0 3.1
NL 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7 2.7 2.3 3.0 2.6 2.4 2.6
A -0.7 -1.6 0.3 -1.0 -0.9 0.6 -4.4 -4.5 -0.1 -2.7 5.2 0.0
P (5) : : : : : : : : : : : :
FIN 3.0 -0.2 0.0 -2.8 -2.7 -2.3 10.7 6.6 5.8 -0.1 -5.9 -8.3
S (2) : : : : : : : : : : : :
UK 0.3 0.9 0.1 2.6 1.4 -1.7 0.7 11 13 3.9 5.2 2.4

Table 7: Hours worked index for construction, growth rates (%)

Wages and salaries

There was a rapid expansion of wages and salaries in Belgium (11.9%), Denmark (8.8%), Finland (8.5%) in the
final quarter of 2000 (compared to the same quarter of a year before), as well as in Ireland (7.6%, third quarter of

2000) and the United Kingdom (19.4%, second quarter of 2000).

Quarter on quarter growth rates, seasonally
adjusted series

Year on year growth rates, gross series

Q399 Q4-99 Q100 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q3-99 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00
EU-15 1.2 0.8 11 0.8 : : 5.0 3.1 5.5 4.0 : :
EUR-11 0.5 -0.2 0.1 -0.5 -0.1 0.4 2.9 1.0 3.2 0.0 -1.4 -0.9
B 3.5 2.5 2.3 11 2.2 5.0 13.0 18.5 15.1 8.8 6.4 11.9
DK 2.8 0.5 3.3 2.6 1.3 3.3 6.5 2.2 10.1 11.9 6.6 8.8
D -0.7 2.1 0.7 -2.5 2.1 -2.0 1.6 -1.7 -0.1 -4.5 -6.0 -6.1
E
F @) : : : : : : : X : :
IRL 7.9 2.8 0.1 2.7 1.8 135 15.4 15.1 14.0 7.6
I 0.0 0.5 : : : : 2.1 1.7 : : : :
L 1.7 3.3 -0.6 0.8 15 -0.4 3.4 8.3 3.0 5.0 5.4 1.1
NL 1.9 1.1 3.1 1.3 1.0 2.1 7.2 5.6 11.1 7.3 5.9 7.3
A -0.6 0.0 0.4 0.1 -0.2 -0.1 -2.3 -2.5 0.0 0.5 0.1 -0.4
P (5) : : : : : : : X : : : :
FIN 5.3 -0.3 5.8 4.3 -1.2 -0.4 9.4 7.9 14.2 17.1 8.1 8.5
S (2 : : : : : : : X : : : :
UK 11.4 2.3 2.9 1.9 14.0 12.1 12.6 19.4

Table 8: Wages and salaries index for construction, growth rates (%)

! Data available present less than 60% of the weight of all Member States, thus European aggregates are not calculated: ° Derogation not to

provide this data until end 2001; ° Derogation until June 2003; * Derogation until end 2000; ° Derogation until June 2002.
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Construction costs

Construction costs for residential buildings in the EU rose by 1.0% in the final quarter of 2000 (compared to the
third quarter), continuing a trend of price increases of between 0.7% and 1.0% in the EU during 2000. Costs for
residential buildings in the EU rose by 3.5% between the final quarters of 1999 and 2000.

Quarter on quarter growth rates, gross series

Year on year growth rates, gross series

Q3-99 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q399 Q499 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00
EU-15 0.8 0.4 1.0 0.7 0.7 1.0 2.6 2.5 3.2 3.0 2.9 3.5
EUR-11 0.5 -0.1 11 0.5 0.5 0.9 1.2 0.9 2.0 2.1 2.0 3.0
B (1) : : : : : : : : : : : :
DK 0.0 0.6 -1.1 0.6 2.0 0.9 4.0 3.3 14 0.1 21 2.4
D (2) 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 -0.5 -0.2 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3
EL 0.6 0.5 ; : ; : 3.5 3.3 : : : :
E (3) 0.9 0.4 2.4 0.7 0.6 0.4 1.9 2.8 4.3 4.5 4.3 4.3
F (2 0.6 -1.4 17 0.6 0.4 3.1 2.2 -0.8 11 14 1.2 5.8
IRL (1)(4) 1.4 1.9 1.0 0.5 0.5 : 5.2 6.8 7.7 4.8 3.8 :
I 0.4 0.5 13 0.5 0.7 0.6 1.6 17 3.0 2.7 3.0 3.1
L (2 1.2 0.0 15 0.0 ; : 2.3 2.3 2.7 2.7 : :
NL 11 0.6 11 0.5 15 : 1.9 2.7 3.4 3.3 3.8 :
A 1.0 0.2 0.2 0.8 0.6 0.5 2.8 3.1 3.1 2.2 1.8 21
P (5) : : : : : : : : : : : :
FIN (4) 0.8 0.4 0.7 1.2 0.7 0.6 1.4 1.9 2.5 3.1 3.0 3.3
S 0.4 0.8 11 1.6 0.8 0.7 2.2 2.6 3.3 3.9 4.3 4.2
UK (2) 2.5 2.4 0.8 ; ; : 8.8 9.5 8.5 : : :

Table 9: Construction costs index for residential buildings, growth rates (%)

Building permits

There was a large reduction in the number of building permits issued in the EU in the final quarter of 2000, down

7.1% in the EU and 6.7% in the euro-zone (compared to the same quarter of 1999), continuing the pattern of
reductions that was visible in the previous two quarters.

Quarter on quarter growth rates, seasonally
adjusted series

Year on year growth rates, gross series

Q399 Q4-99 Q100 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00] Q3-99 Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00
EU-15 -3.4 2.0 0.3 -3.6 -1.4 -2.5 2.2 -7.6 0.5 4.7 -2.8 -7.1
EUR-11 -3.8 2.5 -0.4 -3.5 -1.2 -1.7 -2.0 -9.2 0.1 -5.2 2.7 -6.7
B 0.5 5.8 0.0 -14.2 0.3 -3.6 10.1 29.1 5.1 -8.7 -8.6 -18.3
DK 9.3 -223 6.1 56 -15.1 9.4 -1.0 -8.0 -7.1 -49 -26.2 4.0
D -3.8 46 -10.2 -17.8 -46 -13.0 -70 -106 -168 -329 -325 -38.8
EL : : : : : : : : : : : :
E -18.0 18.7 -0.1 0.8 1.0 : -0.2 9.5 14.1 -2.0 20.7 :
F 3.8 5.2 4.0 6.6 -0.1 -1.9 1.1 -29.8 -8.5 21.1 16.5 8.5
IRL 7.0 9.3 -1.2 0.6 : -54.3 441 27.5 16.3 : :
| (6) 11.1 10.2 : : : 15.1 17.3 : : :
L 2.2 33.8 -285 41.3 8.0 -2.6 26.8 -40.1 38.2 54.6
NL -0.8 -14.7 17.1 -2.6 : 16.0 -17.0 19.6 -3.1 :
A (7) : : : : : : : : : : : :
P 1.3 -1.8 2.5 -9.6 -3.3 -1.6 5.6 6.3 6.9 -86 -12.6 -12.0
FIN 16.4 -4.5 1.7 7.1 -14.3 7.3 22.7 19.4 23.8 3.7 -281 -16.2
S (8) : : : : : : 26.6 -8.2 46.1 352 -14.1 6.8
UK (9) -1.6 2.7 22 -141 -1.5 0.0 -1.7 6.1 3.8 -3.4 -2.8 -16.6

Table 10: Number of residential building permits issued, growth rates (%)

! Derogation until end 2001; > Output prices for new residential buildings are used as a proxy for construction costs; * Input prices for new
residential building construction; * Input prices for 1-dwelling residential buildings; > Derogation until June 2002; ° 3 month delay permitted
until June 2003; 7 Data available from Q1-00 onwards; * Data available from 1996 onwards as a gross series; ° Building starts for houses.
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Indices for building permits in square metres

The reduction in the number of permits issued was also reflected in the area for which permits for residential
buildings were granted, with the total area declining in all seven countries that were able to report data for the third
or fourth quarters of 2000.

Q198 Q298 Q398 0Q4-98 Q199 Q299 Q399 0Q4-99 Q1-00 Q2-00 Q3-00 Q4-00
EU-15 : X : : : : : : : : : :
EUR-11 : X : : : : : : : : : :
B 74.1 98.3 92.8 79.3 95.8 98.8 96.4 93.5 94.8 90.4 86.1 75.9
DK 185.2 237.0 180.8 1545 146.7 2055 169.7 126.7 136.3 186.5 137.5 1144
D 74.7 100.1 93.1 87.9 74.5 91.8 91.3 83.6 83.9 80.0 77.9 66.5
EL 128.6 209.3 166.9 146.4 120.1 : : : : : : :
E 114.2 130.8 125.7 152.3 127.6 168.6 127.7 167.7 146.5 166.0 149.6
F (1) : : : : : : : : : : :
IRL 160.7 161.3 221.8 164.4 187.2 197.2 209.3 176.0 200.4
| 64.4 69.0 61.9 70.2 64.3 76.7 65.8 83.5 : : :
L 955 122.6 2129 105.7 93.9 106.9 85.1 210.0 78.1 135.0 97.7
NL 95.7 87.6 925 1274 86.8 104.2 108.5 116.9 95.0 98.7 :
A (2) : : : : : : : : : : : :
P 126.2 138.6 148.0 148.0 146.2 1575 157.3 161.3 158.8 148.4 145.1 144.0
FIN 152.2 267.1 1741 130.6 169.9 301.3 207.3 153.6 2155 339.9 170.9 136.5
UK (2)

Table 11: Total area for which residential building permits were granted (index, 1995=100)

! Data available from 1998 onwards — however, due to the lack of a value in the base year it is impossible to compute an index:;
2 Derogation until June 2003; * Data available from 1996 onwards - hence, due to the lack of a value in the base year it is impossible to
compute an index.

Definitions

Production: measures output volume through the trend in value added at factor costs.

Building and civil engineering production: the two main Sections in the classification of types of construction
(CO).

New orders: an indication of future production. An order is the value of the contract linking a producer and a third
party for the provision of goods and services. The order is accepted if there is sufficient evidence for a valid
agreement.

Employment: number of persons employed is the total number of persons working within and outside the
observation unit (including working proprietors, sales representatives and so on). It also includes persons absent
for a short, definite period or persons on strike. Part time, trainee and seasonal workers are also included.

Hours worked: aggregate number of hours worked, excluding hours paid but not actually worked such as for
meals, holidays and sick leave.

Wages and salaries: total remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable to all persons counted on the payroll, in return
for work done during the reference period. Includes taxes and social contributions paid by the employee.

Construction costs: measure the evolution of the costs of the factors employed in the activity of construction and
incurred by the contractor. These factors include, amongst others, materials, wages and salaries, plant and
equipment hire; output prices: show the evolution of prices paid by the client to the contractor.

Building permits: show the future development of construction activity. A building permit is an authorisation to
start work on a building project.

For more information please consult the following web site:
http://forum.europa.eu.int/irc/dsis/bmethods/info/data/new/embs/sts/part3a.html
e-mail: digna.amil@cec.eu.int
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