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Following a steady increase after the Second World War, cinema attendance
in most European countries peaked in the 1950s. The cinemas offered news
and feature films, and the choice in leisure activities was more limited than
today. Things changed when television turned into a mass medium during the
fifties and sixties. Despite the increasing number of colour films and the intro-
duction of Cinemascope, admissions steadily declined in Europe. In the sev-
enties and eighties, admissions continued to decrease, partly due to the intro-
duction of cable and private satellite television, and home video�

&LQHPD�LQ�WKH�QLQHWLHV��JURZWK�LQ�DGPLVVLRQV

In the nineties there was, however, a renaissance for the cinema in Europe,
reinforced by the appearance of modern multiplex cinemas. From 1990 to
1998 cinema admissions in the EU increased by 38%. Growth rates have
been especially robust since 1995 (6-10% per year). The latest results confirm
this trend: the EU-15 audiences increased in 1998 to 796 million, a growth of
6.9% compared to 1997. Apart from the general growth trend, the appearance
of blockbuster films (the ‘Titanic’ effect in 1998) and in addition weather con-
ditions have an impact on the evolution of admissions in a given year.
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Apart from the general trend of in-
creasing expenditure on leisure and
related services, modernisation of cin-
ema theatres, with more and more
multiplex cinemas (i.e. theatres with at
least 8 screens) was important reason
for the increasing number of admis-
sions in the EU-15 in the nineties. For
instance, in 1998, the Belgian Kinepo-
lis Group opened the world’s largest
cinema in Madrid, a 25 screens and
9 200 seats complex.

Another important element was the
availability of successful home-
produced films that continued bringing
audiences back to the cinemas. In
1998 the success of the movie ‘Titanic’
contributed to the increase. The total
box-office receipts for EU-15 in 1998
were 4.3 bn ECU (up +12% from
1997). France was the Member State
with the highest box-office receipts in
1998, i.e. 907 million ECU (+16% from
1997), followed by UK at 835 million
ECU (+4%) and Germany at 813 mil-
lion ECU (+9%).

When dividing the box-office receipts
by the population, it can be found that
EU-15 citizens spend on average 11.5
ECU per year (or ca. 0.1% of their in-
come) while the average American
spends more than twice (23.0 ECU)
the amount.

Highest spend within the EU-15 was
recorded in Luxembourg with 18.7
ECU per capita, where a new multiplex
helped to increase the turnover. In
Iceland the expenditure per capita was
even higher (34.3 ECU) than in the
USA.

7DEOH����%R[�RIILFH�UHFHLSWV��LQFO��WD[HV�DQG�RWKHU�GXWLHV��DQG�DGPLVVLRQV
LQ�(8�����VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

7DEOH����%R[�RIILFH�UHFHLSWV��LQFO��WD[HV�DQG�RWKHU�GXWLHV���WRWDO��SHU�FDSLWD�DQG
VKDUHV�RI�RULJLQ��QXPEHU�RI�FLQHPD�DGPLVVLRQV��FLQHPD�DXGLHQFH���WRWDO�DQG�SHU

FDSLWD�DQG�DYHUDJH�WLFNHW�SULFH��������VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

)LJXUH����1XPEHU�RI�DGPLVVLRQV�LQ�WKH�(8�����HVWLPDWHV��
VRXUFHV��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH�DQG�0HGLD�6DOOHV
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National EU-15 US Average 
���� Total Per capita origin origin origin Total Per ticket

[million ECU] [ECU] [%] [%] [%] [million] capita  price [ECU]

EU-15 4 269 11.5 : : : 796.3 2.1 5.43
EUR-11 3 184 10.9 : : : 621.6 2.1 5.21
B  132 13.0 2.0 24.5 72.4 25.4 2.5 5.20
DK  72 13.5 12.8 21.7 77.6 11.0 2.1 6.50
D  813 9.9 8.1 14.4 85.4 148.9 1.8 5.46
EL  61 5.8 : : : 12.4 1.2 4.93
E  386 9.8 11.9 20.3 78.6 108.4 2.8 3.56
F  907 15.5 27.0 : 64.0 170.1 2.9 5.34
IRL (1)  58 15.8 2.0 : : 12.4 3.4 4.71
I  587 10.2 24.8 35.0 63.7 118.5 2.1 4.95
L (2)  8 18.7 0.2 : 78.5 1.4 3.3 5.62
NL  118 7.6 5.6 : 89.8 20.1 1.3 5.89
A (5)  87 10.8 : : : 15.2 1.9 5.71
P  47 4.7 : : : 14.8 1.5 3.14
FIN  41 7.9 10.1 18.5 80.0 6.4 1.2 6.36
S  118 13.3 14.7 : 76.1 15.8 1.8 7.45
UK (3)  835 14.1 11.8 9.3 81.7 115.5 2.0 7.23

Iceland  9 34.3 2.5 91.9 1.4 5.1 6.66
Norway  67 15.3 8.0 65.3 11.5 2.6 5.85
Switzerland  126 17.7 1.6 : 15.9 2.2 7.90
Canada  166 5.5 2.0 85.0 106.6 3.5 3.09
United States (4) 6 198 23.0 94.5 1480.7 5.5 4.19
Japan  597 4.7 30.8 66.0 153.1 1.2 8.63
Australia  352 18.7 4.1 87.0 80.0 4.2 4.40
(1) National origin 1991. (4) National origin 1995.

(2) National origin and US origin 1996. (5) Box office receipts and average ticket 

(3) National origin 1996, EU-15 origin 1995. price per cinema ticket, source: Media Salles

Box office receipts Admissions

Total Per screen Admissions
[bn ECU] [1000 ECU] [million]

1990 2.40 128 577
1991 2.61 138 594
1992 2.59 138 574
1993 2.94 157 653
1994 3.04 159 658
1995 3.01 153 641
1996 3.37 163 700
1997 3.85 180 745
1998 4.27 191 796

Box office receipts
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In 1998 there were European films
in the top 3 box-office admissions
in seven Member States (of 13 with
data available). In Denmark, Aus-
tria and Finland domestic movies
were first-runner-up. In Spain and
Sweden domestic movies were
second-runner-up. In Italy, as in
France, domestic movies were both
second and third.

In France and Italy, national movies
play a relatively important role ac-
counting for a quarter of the re-
ceipts. The American dominance
was most evident in the Nether-
lands, where 90% of receipts came
from American movies.

With 170 million spectators in 1998,
France confirmed its position as the
most important market in the EU-
15. Other significant Member
States were Germany (149 million
spectators) and the UK (136 mil-
lion).

The gain of 21 million spectators
for France in 1998 was partly due
to "7LWDQLF" (20.6 million tickets
sold), but three domestic produc-
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tions also achieved excellent re-
sults: "/H�'vQHU� GH� FRQV" (9.2 mil-
lion), "/HV�&RXORLUV�GX�WHPSV���/HV
9LVLWHXUV� ��� (8.0 million) and 7D[L
(6.4 million). In 1999, according to
CNC, Centre National de la Ci-
nématographie, the number of tick-
ets sold decreased to 156 million,
still higher than in 1997. Number
one in box office receipts for
France in 1999 was a national pro-
duction  "$VWpUL[�HW�2EpOL[�FRQWUH
&pVDU��  with 9.1 million specta-
tors.

When dividing the number of ad-
missions by the population, EU citi-
zen goes on average 2.1 times per
year to the cinema, against 5.5
times for US citizens. Iceland is the
only country where the annual fre-
quency per capita reached those of
the US. The EU Member State with
the highest frequency was Ireland,
with 3.4 admissions per capita and
year, followed by Luxembourg
(3.3). In Finland, Greece and the
Netherlands, the frequency was
between 1.2 and 1.3 admissions
per capita per year.

7DEOH����%R[�RIILFH�DGPLVVLRQV�LQ�������WRS���PRYLHV�LQ�HDFK�0HPEHU�6WDWH��VKDUH�RI�WRWDO�DGPLVVLRQV��DQG�VKDUH�RI����WHQ�ILOPV
LQ�WRWDO�DGPLVVLRQV��VRXUFH��0HGLD�6DOOHV

����

Title [1000] % Title [1000] % Title [1000] % [1000] %

B Titanic  3 354 13.2 Armageddon   939 3.7 Saving Private Ryan   821 3.2  8 676 34.2
DK Titanic  1 384 12.6 Festen   386 3.5 Tomorrow Never Dies   357 3.2  4 086 37.1
D Titanic  17 985 12.1 Armageddon  5 305 3.6 The Horse Whisperer  3 992 2.7  49 662 33.4
E Titanic  10 651 9.5 Mission Impossible  3 318 3.0 Torrente…  2 841 2.5  33 118 29.5
F Titanic  20 538 12.1 Le Dîner de cons  8 614 5.1 Les Visiteurs 2  7 880 4.6  65 976 38.8
I Titanic  7 921 7.0 Tre uomini e una gamba  2 763 2.4 La vita è bella  2 491 2.2  26 271 23.3
L Titanic   129 9.1 Saving Private Ryan   41 2.9 Armageddon   40 2.8   402 28.4
NL Titanic  3 402 16.9 Armageddon   747 3.4 Saving Private Ryan   726 3.6  8 503 45.6
A Titanic  1 389 9.1 Hinterholz 8   598 3.9 Armageddon   547 3.6  4 676 30.7
FIN Titanic  1 042 16.3 Kuningasjätkä   276 4.3 Armageddon   257 4.0  2 682 42.0
S Titanic  2 167 13.7 Armageddon   593 3.8 Fucking Åmål   567 3.6  6 071 41.9
UK Titanic : : Doctor Dolittle : : Saving Private Ryan : : : :

Admissions Admissions Admissions Admissions

Most seen movie First-runner-up Second-runner-up Top 10 films 
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7DEOH����1XPEHU�RI�VFUHHQV��FLQHPD�KDOOV��LQ�(8����
VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

According to Media Salles, the full
weekday price could vary from 5.3
ECU in Leeds to 12.8 ECU in Lon-
don.

In Japan, the average ticket price
was highest, 8.6 ECU. Also in
Switzerland the average ticket
price was higher than in any EU
country, at 7.9 ECU.

In the nineties there was a tendency for traditional cine-
mas to close down, whilst multiplex sites (cinemas with
more than 8 screens) continue to mushroom.

In the EU-15 there was an average of 2.2 screens per
cinema, or nearly 23 thousand screens in total, while in
the United States there were 3.7 screens per cinema,
with a total of 34 thousand screens.

In 1990 there were more screens in the United States
compared to the EU-15 in 1998. In the United States, the
number of screens increased by 44% from 1990 to 1998,
while in the EU-15 the increase was 21%.

The average ticket prices in the
EU-15 were higher than in the
United States: 5.4 ECU versus 4.2
ECU. There is a large disparity in
pricing tickets between Member
States, but also between regions
and cities within states.

The highest average ticket price
was recorded in Sweden  7.4
ECU per admission  closely fol-
lowed by the UK, at 7.2 ECU.

Only in Canada, Portugal (3.1 ECU
each) and Spain (3.6 ECU) were
ticket prices lower than in the
United States.

Adjusted for Purchasing Power
Parity, differences between aver-
age ticket prices would be lower
than shown in the table.

+DOI�DV�PDQ\�FLQHPD�VFUHHQV�SHU�FDSLWD�LQ�WKH�(8����DV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV

There are over ten thousand cinema theatres in the EU-15, slightly more than in the United States. However,
looking at the number of cinema sites (theatres) per 100 000 inhabitants, there was a higher density in the United
States: 3.5 per 100 000 inhabitants compared to 2.8 in the EU-15.

Sweden and Iceland recorded the highest density with over 9 theatres per 100 000 inhabitants, while in the UK,
the Netherlands and Belgium the density was between 1.2 and 1.3.

)LJXUH����1XPEHU�RI�VFUHHQV�IRU�WKH�(8����DQG�8QLWHG
6WDWHV��VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

)LJXUH����$YHUDJH�WLFNHW�SULFH��������VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

EU-15 USA
1990 18 771 23 689
1991 18 937 24 570
1992 18 775 25 105
1993 18 702 25 737
1994 19 081 26 586
1995 19 669 27 805
1996 20 691 29 690
1997 21 413 31 640
1998 22 665 34 186
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7DEOH����1XPEHU�RI�FLQHPD�VLWHV�QXPEHU�RI�VFUHHQV�DQG�QXPEHU�RI�VHDWV��VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

There are over 4.5 million seats in
EU cinemas (excluding Italy, where
no data were available). The aver-
age number of seats per screen
varies from 154 in Denmark to over
300 each in the UK, Spain and
Portugal.

There is also a great disparity be-
tween Member States’ average
admissions per seat and year.
Seven Member States had over
200 admissions per seat per year.
Luxembourg, with 316, has the
highest number against only 80 in
Sweden.

In Luxembourg, the UK and Bel-
gium, over two fifths of the cinema
sites have more than 8 screens. In
Ireland, Spain and Austria, at least
one fifth of the sites are multi-
plexes.

In Greece and Italy single-screen
cinemas have the lion’s share of
the market (84% and 74%, respec-
tively).

The EU-15 has fewer screens per
head than the United States. There
was one cinema screen for every
16 500 EU-15 citizens, as against
one for every 7 900 Americans in
1998. Expressed in screens per
100 000 inhabitants, this would
mean 6.1 for the EU-15, against
12.7 in the United States. Only
Sweden had a higher density, with
13.2 screens per 100 000 inhabi-
tants.

0 5 10 15

S

US

IS

NO

CA

F

I

E

IRL

EUR-11

SH

FIN

DK

EU-15

A

D

L

B

EL

NL

P

UK

JP

)LJXUH����1XPEHU�RI�VFUHHQV�SHU
��������LQKDELWDQWV��������VRXUFH�

(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

Number of Cinema sites Number Screens Screens Number Number Number of
���� cinema per 100 000 with 1 with 2 >8 of per 100 000 per of seats of seats admissions

 sites inhabitants screen screens screens screens inhabitants cinema  (x1000) per screen per seat
EU-15 (1) 10 461 2.8 : : : 22 665 6.1 2.2 : : :
EUR-11 (1) 8 393 2.9 : : : 18 956 6.5 2.3 : : :
B  137 1.3 12 7 43  463 4.5 3.4 107.8 233 236
DK  166 3.1 32 20 8  328 6.2 2.0 50.6 154 218
D 1 445 1.8 20 16 16 4 244 5.2 2.9 801.3 189 186
EL  319 3.0 84 5 8  360 3.4 1.1 : : :
E 1 329 3.4 29 7 21 2 968 7.5 2.2 1000.0 337 108
F 2 152 3.7 27 12 17 4 764 8.1 2.2 989.1 208 172
IRL  66 1.8 4 11 28  259 7.0 3.9 48.0 185 258
I 2 159 3.8 74 9 3 4 603 8.0 2.1 : : :
L  8 1.9 29 0 48  21 5.0 2.6 4.5 213 316
NL  186 1.2 9 14 7  519 3.3 2.8 93.0 179 216
A  222 2.7 28 : 20  454 5.6 2.0 75.5 166 202
P (1),(6)  217 2.2 52 10 17  330 3.3 1.5 110.0 333 135
FIN  234 4.5 56 16 3  331 6.4 1.4 57.3 173 112
S  839 9.5 63 5 13 1 167 13.2 1.4 198.9 170 80
UK (6)  722 1.2 11 8 46 1 854 3.1 2.6 638.9 345 212

Iceland  25 9.2 0 8 0  26 9.5 1.0 6.2 239 227
Norway  252 5.7 53 11 9  392 8.9 1.6 88.7 226 130
Switzerland  323 4.6 58 14 3  457 6.4 1.4 100.4 220 158
Canada (3)  688 2.3 : : : 2 486 8.2 3.6 629.0 253 156
United States (4) 9 344 3.5 : : : 34 186 12.7 3.7 : : :
Japan :     : : : : 1 993 1.6 : : : :
Australia (5)  555 2.9 : : : 1 576 8.4 2.8 : : :
(1) 1996 data. (4) 1982 data.

(2) Distribution of cinema sites, source: Media Salles. (5) 1995 data.

(3) 1997 data. (6) Number of seats, source: Media Salles

Distribution of cinema sites (%) (2)
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There is a great disparity in the
number of films shown in each
Member State.

In Italy, over 4 800 films were
shown in 1998. This was more than
tenfold the number of new releases
in 1997 (no data available for
1998). Nearly 28% of all movies
shown were Italian and 41% came
from the United States. 382 new
films were shown in 1997 (8% of all
films).

France is the second country in
number of cinema films shown, with
nearly 4 000. France released 465
new films in 1998. But films older
than one year do not attract the top
box-office. For instance, in 1999,
only two of the top 41 box-office
movies in France were older than
one year and they were both re-
leased in 1998. Over 38% of all
movies shown were French and
one third came from the United
States.

7DEOH����7RWDO�FLQHPDWRJUDSKLF�ILOPV�VKRZQ�LQ������
VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

On average per EU Member State, 14% of the
new releases were of national origin, 38% came
from another EU Member State, while 52% came
from the United States. In the United States,
86% of the new releases were domestic films.
France and Italy were the two Member States
with highest shares of movies with national ori-
gin.

In the EU-15, 413 long-length films were pro-
duced in 1998, with 100% national origin pro-
ducers.

France was the Member State with the highest
number of cinematographic long length films
produced: 180 in 1998, of which 102 were 100%
produced by France. France was also active with
international co-production, as they made 78
such films.

Italy was second with 92 films produced, of
which 86% were 100% Italian-produced.

The UK was third with 87 films produced, of
which one quarter were international co-
production.
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Spain also showed a relatively high
number of movies, with over 1 600
in 1998. In 1997, 481 of the films
were released for the first time.

In Iceland, Luxembourg, the UK
and Finland less than 400 films
were shown per country. The new
releases stayed below 200 for all of
them, except for the UK, where 276
new films were released in 1997.

On average, 276 new films were
shown in 1997 per EU country. The
highest number of new releases
that year, was recorded in Belgium,
with 573 films. Belgium had also
the highest number of new re-
leases in 1998, with 480 films.

In the United States, 490 new re-
leases were shown in 1998, slightly
lower than Canada with 509. Japan
boasts the highest number with 555
new films released.

2Q�DYHUDJH������QHZ�ILOPV�ZHUH�VKRZQ
LQ������SHU�(8�FRXQWU\

Cinema National EU-15 US
���� films origin origin origin

shown [% of total] [% of total] [% of total]

DK  561 22.3 47.8 46.0
E 1 643 16.1 45.0 45.9
F 3 982 38.3 54.8 32.7
I 4 837 27.9 52.9 40.6
L (1)  218 0.6 : :
FIN  384 6.8 29.2 54.7
S  879 29.7 56.1 29.5
UK  325 21.5 28.9 52.9

Iceland  197 2.0 : :
Norway (2)  951 15.4 : :
Switzerland (3) 1 473 8.4 : 49.5
United States  509 : : :
Australia (4)  796 9.3 : 43.5
(1) National origin share: 1994.

(2) 1993 data.

(3) US origin share: 1991.

(4) 1994 data.
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7DEOH����1XPEHU�RI�QHZ�FLQHPDWRJUDSKLF�ILOPV�UHOHDVHG�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH���������������VKDUHV�RI�RULJLQ�LQ������
1XPEHU�RI�FLQHPDWRJUDSKLF�ORQJ�OHQJWK�ILOPV�SURGXFHG�LQ�������VRXUFH��(XURVWDW��$89,6�GDWDEDVH

This Statistics in Focus (SiF) is based on the annual audiovisual services statistics of the $89,6 domain from
Eurostat’s reference database New Cronos, Theme 4 Industry, Trade and Services. Some additional data
were added using Media Salles as a source.

1XPEHU�RI�DGPLVVLRQV number of tickets sold.

%R[�RIILFH�UHFHLSWV the turnover from tickets sold, including taxes and other duties.

2QH�VFUHHQ one cinema hall.

&LQHPD�VLWH a theatre with one or several screens.

/RQJ�OHQJWK�ILOP normally at least 60 minutes long.

6\PEROV

� data not available

National EU-15 US Cinematographic of

origin 1998 origin 1998 origin 1998 long length films national

1996 1997 1998 [% of total] [% of total] [% of total] produced in 1998 origin
EU-15 (1),(9) 274 276 : 14.5 : 51.3 : :
EUR-11 (1),(9) 299 305 : 14.8 : 49.3 : :
B 477 573 480 6.3 41.7 45.2 7 1
DK 183 170 176 13.1 35.2 57.4 23 15
D (2) 287 286 287 17.4 42.0 50.9 50 39
EL (3) 168 143 : 9.1 26.6 68.5 22 16
E (1),(4) 524 481 : 16.6 41.5 44.1 65 47
F 410 417 465 37.4 53.8 37.0 180 102
IRL 184 166 156 5.8 25.0 73.1 17 :
I (3) 390 382 : 24.3 45.0 47.4 92 79
L 140 231 218 1.4 36.2 55.0 10 0
NL (1),(5) 256 227 : 11.0 29.3 57.3 18 13
A (3) 254 249 : 6.0 39.4 48.6 12 7
P (1),(6) 207 200 : 3.5 23.7 66.5 19 12
FIN 162 145 148 5.4 18.2 55.4 9 4
S 203 201 186 10.8 31.2 57.0 20 13
UK (3) 263 276 : 15.9 27.5 64.5 87 65

Iceland 198 188 158 1.3 12.0 84.2 : :
Norway 202 218 229 6.1 : 55.0 : :
Switzerland (7),(8) 332 329 350 8.0 34.5 55.8 : :
Canada : 510 509 : : : : :
United States 420 461 490 85.5 : : : :
Japan 598 611 555 44.9 18.4 27.4 : :
Australia (1),(7) 278 282 271 10.3 19.3 65.6 : :
(1) National origin and US origin 1997. (5) EU-15 origin 1993. (9) Reflects average

(2) EU-15 origin 1997. (6) EU-15 origin 1996.

(3) National origin, EU-15 and US origin 1997. (7) EU-15 origin 1991.

(4) EU-15 origin 1992. (8) US origin 1992.
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