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Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of M ending the
Agreement between the European Community and the Repul
facilitation of the issuance of visas
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. General background

The Visa Facilitation Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Moldova'
(hereafter Moldova) has been in force since 1 January 2008, together with the Readmission
Agreement between the Parties®. Since then, the EU and Moldova have further developed
their cooperation in the field of freedom, security and justice, in particular throughfannual
meetings of the EU-Moldova JLS Subcommittee. Since June 2010, the EU and M
moreover pursued an examination of the conditions for visa-free travel of Moldg

to the EU as a long-term goal. g&

Article 12 of the Visa Facilitation Agreement establishes a Joint Committee tasked inter alia
with monitoring the implementation of the Agreement and suggesting amendments and
additions thereto. At its 4™ meeting on 16 December 2009, the Jint Committee examined
possible amendments to the Agreement, taking into account the result 6f the monitoring of the
implementation of the Agreement by the Joint Co he Commission services’
evaluation of the implementation of the European Unio cilitation agreements with
third countries®, Moldova’s proposals to amend the Agreement; as well as legislative changes
to the European Union's acquis on visas, namely th isa Code® applicable since 5 April
2010.

! Agreement between the European ity and the Republic of Moldova on the facilitation of the issuance
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2. PURPOSE AND LEGAL BASIS

This recommendation has been submitted
with the Republic of Moldova amending
European Union and the Republig™
unambiguous legally binding réghts
facilitated issuance of visas.

ouncil in order to conclude an Agreement
sting Visa Facilitation Agreement between the
oldova, that contains additional clear and
obligations necessary to further improve the

He subject matter of the new Agreement is related to the

Like the existing Agree
ed stay of no more than three months, which falls under Union

issuance of visas for a

s bound by these negotiation directives refrain from negotiating bilaterally with
¢ of Moldova on the subject matters covered by these directives. In cases where

The existing Agreement does not bind the United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark or Norway,
Iceland and Switzerland, the countries associated to the development of the Schengen acquis.

However, in order to ensure a common approach towards the Republic of Moldova on the
issue of facilitation of issuance of short-stay visas, covering all Member States and the
countries associated with the implementation and further development of the Schengen
acquis, Joint Declarations attached to the Agreement state the desirability that similar
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Agreements on visa facilitation be concluded between the Republic of Moldova and each of
these Member States and associated countries.!” As the new Agreement will not bind these
countries either, it would therefore be appropriate to provide similar Joint Declarations.

3. APPLICABILITY TO THE MEMBER STATES THAT DO NOT FULLY
APPLY THE SCHENGEN ACQUIS

Cyprus, Bulgaria and Romania do not issue Schengen visas yet. Until the Council Decisions
provided for in their respective Acts of Accession have been taken, each of these Member
States contmues to 1ssue natlonal visas, the Vahdlty of which i is hmlted to its own territory.

visas w1th limited territorial vahdlty

RECOMMENDATION
In light of the above considerations, the Commission recommends:

ith the Republic of Moldova
hent between the European
the issuance of visas;

— that the Council authorises the Commission to negotiat
with a view to concluding an Agreement amending the
Community and the Republic of Moldova on the facilitati

jon will conduct these negotiations
ts a special Committee to assist it in

— that, since in accordance with the Treaty, the Co
on behalf of the European Union, the Council
its task, and; :

that the Council issues the appended n directives.

17 gwitzerland concluded such a bilateral visa facilitation agreement with the Republic of Moldova.
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