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OPINION

European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fdn

THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

— notes with concern that the Commission's proposeal a multi-annual financial framework
provides for a sharp decrease in the Cohesion Buddet of 46% and a stable budget for the
ERDF (+1%);

— objects to the proposal that the ERDF thematic eotmation will focus on the national level; this
centralised allocation mechanism goes against theefbased approach and the multilgvel
governance principle of Cohesion Policy;

— regrets that the EAFRD has been taken out of th@r@n Provision Regulation that sets out
common rules applicable to various funds and uimksl the necessity of stromg
complementarities between the ERDF and the ESF-oriter to carry out integrated and
comprehensive initiatives at local level (ITI andLD);

— notes that Member States are encouraged to trab%feof ERDF or CF resources to the new
InvestEU instrument and also to transfer a fur8®rof their ERDF allocation to EU programmes
managed by the EC. However, the shared managempprdaeh has had a demonstrated impact
on the economic, social and territorial cohesionEarope. Any transfer by the Member State
should be decided with the involvement of the loaall regional partners in line with the
partnership principle and multilevel government;

— supports the increased focus on sustainable urlearlapment by dedicating 6% of ERDF
resources at national level to this area;

— includes in the ERDF objectives support for areéh weographical or demographic handicaps,
including regions suffering from high ageing, deplagion and migration. Includes furthermore,
the possibility to receive additional funding f@pacity building;

— encourages further "greening” of the Funds, engbiegions to finance actions for climate-
adaptation, including promoting resilience to nakualisasters.
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Opinion of the European Committee of the Regions European Regional Development Fund
and Cohesion Fund

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AMENDMENTS

Amendment 1

Rec

ital 5

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR amesaim

Horizontal principles as set out in Article 3 oét
Treaty on European Union ('TEU") and in Arti
10 of the TFEU, including principles ¢
subsidiarity and proportionality as set out
Article 5 of the TEU, should be respected in
implementation of the ERDF and the Coheg
Fund, taking into account the Charter

Fundamental Rights of the European Uni

Member States should also respect the obligatiafigtes should also respect the obligations of

of the UN Convention on the Rights of Pers
with Disabilities and ensure accessibility in li
with its article 9 and in accordance with t
Union law harmonising accessibility requireme
for products and services. Member States ang
Commission should aim at eliminatirn
inequalities and at promoting equality betwg

men and women and integrating the gerider

perspective, as well as at
discrimination based on sex, racial or eth
origin, religion or belief, disability, age or seatu
orientation. The Funds should not support acti
that contribute to any form of segregation. T
objectives of the ERDF and the Cohesion F
should be pursued in the framework

sustainable development and the Unig
promotion of the aim of preserving, protecti
and improving the quality of the environment

set out in Articles 11 and 191(1) of the TFHU
taking into account the polluter pays principle|In

order to protect the integrity of the intern
market, operations benefitting undertakings s
comply with State aid rules as set out in Artig
107 and 108 of the TFEU.

combat|n

hHorizontal principles as set out in Article 3 oét
|dreaty on European Union ('TEU') and in Aurtig
10 of the TFEU, including principles (
igubsidiarity and proportionality as set out
[H%rticle 5 of the TEU, should be respected in
iimplementation of the ERDF and the Coheg
und, taking into account the Charter
qéundamental Rights of the European Unard
Pthe European Pillar of Social RightsMember

b

i
i

PN Convention on the Rights of Persons w
NBisabilities and ensure accessibility in line W
hiés article 9 and in accordance with the Union |
ntiarmonising accessibility requirements

gieducts and services. Member States and
lé:ommission should aim at eliminatid
,éﬂequalities and at promoting equality betwsd
en and women and integrating the gen
perspective, as well as at combat
discrimination based on sex, racial or eth
n!frigin, religion or belief, disability, age or seay
orientation. The Funds should not support acti
Offfat contribute to any form of segregatig

f

N

h

Ladknowledge the important role culture plays
dghe social cohesion of Europa, in line wit
AYNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural
r@iversity and the role culture and the creatiy
Kector can play in reconciling civil tensions.
The objectives of the ERDF and the Cohes
Fund should be pursued in the framework
aﬁustainable developmemtotably in line with the
hédpion's commitments to implement the Pan
Ié%greement and the United Nations Sustainal
Development Goals, as well and the Union'y
promotion of the aim of preserving, protecti
and improving the quality of the environment
set out in Articles 11 and 191(1) of the TFE

taking into account the polluter pays principle.
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order to protect the integrity of the intern
market, operations benefitting undertakings s
comply with State aid rules as set out in Artig
107 and 108 of the TFEU.

Reason

N/A

Amend
New Recital

ment 2
after Recital 5

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR amesam

Member States should refrain from adding rulg
that complicate the use of the ERDF and tf
Cohesion Fund for the beneficiary.

Il

Amend

ment 3

Recital 14

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmeeick

Reflecting the importance of tackling clima
change in line with the Union's commitments
implement the Paris Agreement and the Un
Nations Sustainable Development Goals,

Funds will contribute to mainstream clime
actions and to the achievement of an ove
target of 25% of the EU budget expendit
supporting climate objectives. Operations un
the ERDF are expected to contribute 30 % of

tReflecting the importance of tackling climd
tthange in line with the Union's commitments
tedplement the Paris Agreement and the Un
thations Sustainable Development Goals,

teéunds will contribute to mainstream clima
ralitions and to the achievement of an ove
itarget of 25% of the EU budget expendit
deupporting climate objectives. Operations un
thee ERDF are expected to contribute 30 % of

al
hall
les

bS

e

overall financial envelope of the ERDF to climateverall financial envelope of the ERDF to climate

objectives. Operations under the Cohesion H
are expected to contribute 37% of the ove)
financial envelope of the Cohesion Fund
climate objectives.

uoldjectives. Operations under the Cohesion H
rate expected to contribute 37% of the ove

throughout the programming period.
Therefore, relevant actions will be identifie
during the preparation and implementation ¢
these funds, and reassessed in the context of
relevant evaluations and review procedurg
These actions and the financial allocatio
reserved for their implementation are to |
included in the national Integrated Energy an
Climate Plans in accordance with Annex IV ¢
Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR] an
attached to the Operational Programmes.
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Reason

Achieving the Paris targets will represent a majoallenge for Europe. The CoR has set out hig
ambitious climate objectives in previous opinions aotes that the ERDF and Cohesion Fund arg
main financial instrument in the EU budget aimeda@ttributing to the climate objectives. The
has committed to the Paris targets. Given the whgsbility caused by the flexible nature
allocations to different policy objectives, CoheasiBolicy's "horizontal enabling conditions" shot
include the requirement for Member States to fulfie obligations stemming from the Pd
Agreement objectives in their national integrategrgy and climate plans; these should at leas
closely monitored throughout the programming periodmake sure that contributions to clim
objectives are still on the right track.

Amendment 4
New recital after recital 14

Text proposed by the European Commissiorn CoR anmeeack

The ERDF should strengthen its direct suppg
to subnational governments by ensurin
enhanced financing and tailored instruments fq
territorial development, boosting th
implementation of the United Nation

Reason

Only the UN SDGs for tackling climate change arentiomed in the recitals. This amendment ens
greater coherence with the conclusions of the Gbwhdhe EU entitled "A sustainable Europe
future: The EU response to the 2030 Agenda forgthle Development" with regard to boost

U

Sustainable Development Goals on the ground.

jhly
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the implementation adll SDGs on the ground.

Amendment 5
Recital 17

Text proposed by thEuropean Commission CoR amendment

The ERDF should help to redress the ma
regional imbalances in the Union and to redu
disparities between the levels of development
the various regions and the backwardness of

least favoured regions including those facindgeast favoured regions including those fac

|

challenges due to the decarbonisati
commitments. ERDF support under th
Investment for jobs and growth goal shou
therefore be concentrated on key Unig
priorities in line with policy objectives laid
down in Regulation (EU) 2018/xxx [new CPR]

iThe ERDF should help to redress the m
ceegional imbalances in the Union and to red
afisparities between the levels of developmen
thke various regions and the backwardness of

pichallenges due to the  decarbonis
ecommitments. ERDF  support under

dnvestment for jobs and growth goal sho
rntherefore be concentrated on key Union priori
in line with policy objectives laid down i
.Regulation (EU) 2018/xxx [new CPR]. Therefq

ain
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n
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Therefore support from the ERDF should |

pesupport from the ERDF should be concentrg

ited
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concentrated on the policy objectives of
smarter Europe by promoting innovative ar
smart economic transformation' and 'a green
low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fg
energy transition, green and blue investment,
circular economy, climate adaptation and ri

prevention and management'. That thematimanagement'. That thematic concentration sh

concentration should be attained mdtional
level while allowing for flexibility at the levelfo
individual programmes and between the thr
groups of Member Stateformed according to
respectivegross national income In addition,
the methodology to classifMember States
should be set out in detail taking into account t
specific situation of the outermost regions.

'abn the policy objectives of 'a smarter Europe
¢romoting innovative and smart econon
etransformation’ and 'a greener, low-carbon Eur
liby promoting clean and fair energy transiti
hgreen and blue investment, the circular econg
sliclimate  adaptation and risk  prevention

A

[e

be attained ategional level while allowing for
flexibility at the level of individual programme
eand between the threeategories of regions
formed according toregional gross domestic
product To facilitate the flexibility betweern
regions, Member States may ask, on request
hthe regions concerned, for the
concentration to be calculated for a combinatid

classifyregions should be set out in detail takif
into account the specific situation of t
outermost regions.

of regions. In addition, the methodology fto

by
hic
ope
hN,
my,
\nd
buld

S

by

thematic

n

"9
ne

Reason

This amendment aims to bring Recital 17 in linenwliimendment on Article 3 relating to thematic

concentration.

The proposed centralised allocation mechanism wasiat of concern that was raised by m
regional stakeholders (CoR, AER, CPMR, CEMR). Teegan example, under national thema
concentration rules the "transition" regions (regiavith a gross national income ratio equal td
above 75% and below 100% of the EU average ("gBSupould erroneously fall under stricter rul
if they were located in a Member State with a gmetsonal income ratio equal to or above 1009
the EU average ("group 1").

This goes against the place-based approach of @oheslicy and its intended flexibility, making tf
proposal counterproductive. Therefore, the CoR @sep to revert to the current, regional alloca
system, while allowing for flexibility to regulatbematic concentration depending on capabilitiets
needs of regions.
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Amendment 6
Recital 18

Text proposed by the European Commissior CoR anmesick

In order to concentrate the support on key Un
priorities, it is also appropriate that themg
concentration requirements should be respe
throughout the programming period, including
the case of transfer between priorities withim a@ncentration requirements should be resp
programme or between programmes.

ibm order to concentrate the support on key Ur
tigrioritiesand in line with the objectives of soci

ion
l,

cerbnomic and territorial cohesion set out in
iArticle 174 it is also appropriate that thematic

ted

throughout the programming period, including|in
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the case of transfer between priorities withir

1

programme or between programmes.

Amendment 7
Article 2

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmeeick

1. In accordance with the policy objectives
out in Article [4(1)] of Regulation (EU
2018/xxxx[new CPR], the ERDF shall supp
the following specific objectives:

(a)
and smart economic transformation' ('"PO 1) by
() enhancing research and innovat
capacities and the uptake of advan
technologies;

(i) reaping the benefits of digitisation f
citizens, companies and governments;

(i) enhancing growth and competitiveness
SMEs;

(iv) developing skills for smart specialisatig
industrial transition and entrepreneurship;

(b) 'a greener, low-carbon Europe
promoting clean and fair energy transition, grg
and blue investment, the circular econor
climate adaptation and risk prevention
management ('PO 2" by:

()  promoting energy efficiency measures;
(i)  promoting renewable energy;

(i) developing smart energy systems, gr
and storage at local level;

(iv) promoting climate change adaptation, r
preventionand disaster resilience

(v) promoting sustainable water manageme
(vi) promoting the transition to a circul
economy;

(vii) enhancing biodiversity, gree
infrastructure in the urban environment,
reducing pollution;

~

g

~

g

(c) 'a more connected Europe by enhang
mobility and regional ICT connectivity' (‘PO J

'a smarter Europe by promoting innovativ@)

Sét In accordance with the policy objectiv
set out in Article [4(1)] of Regulation (EU
DR018/xxxx[new CPR], the ERDF shall supp
the following specific objectives:

innovat
advan

research and
the uptake of

ofi)  enhancing
cedpacities and
technologies;
pi(ii)  reaping the benefits of digitisation f
citizens, companies and governments;

@hi) enhancing growth and competitiveness
SMEs;
niv) developing skillsand supporting activities

for smart specialisation, industrial transition &
entrepreneurship;

by

pép)  'a  greener, low-carbon Europe
npromoting clean and fair energy transitiand
irglistainable urban mobility green and blu
investment, the circular economy, climg
adaptation and risk prevention and manager
(‘PO 2') by:

a9
taking into account that energy poverty shou
ghot be increased

(i)  promoting renewable energy;

N(jii) developing smart energy systems, gr
land storage at local level,

(iv) promoting climate change adaptation, r
npreventionincluding seismic risk preventiorand
natomoting resilience to disasters and extrer
weather events;

(v) promoting sustainable water manageme
i@) promoting the transition to a circul
‘economy;

by:

promoting energy efficiency measure

eS

~—"

'a smarter Europe by promoting innovative
:and smart economic transformation' (‘PO 1) by:

on
ced

of

nd
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()  enhancing digital connectivity;

(i)  developing a sustainable, climate resilig
intelligent, secure and intermodal TEN-T;

(i) developing sustainable, climate resilie
intelligent and intermodal national, regional g
local mobility, including improved access
TEN-T and cross-border mobility;

(iv) promoting sustainable multimodal urba
mobility;

(d) 'a more social Europe implementing f{
European Pillar of Social Rights' (‘PO 4') by:
() enhancing the effectiveness of labg
markets and access to quality employm
through developing social innovation a
infrastructure;

(i)  improving access to inclusive and qual
services in education, training and lifelo
learning through developing infrastructure;

(i) increasing the socioeconomic integrati
of marginalised communities,
disadvantaged groups, through integrg
measures including housing and social service
(iv) ensuring equal access to health ¢
through developing infrastructure, includi
primary care;

(e) 'a Europe closer to citizens by fostering
sustainable and integrated development of ur
rural and coastal areas and local initiatives' (
5 by:

() fostering the integrated social, econor
and environmental development, cultural herit
and security in urban areas;

(i) fostering the integrated social, econon
and environmental local development, cultd

heritage and security, including for rural and

coastal areas also through community-led Iq
development.

2. The Cohesion Fund shall support PO 2
specific objectives under PO 3 set out in po
(i), (i) and (iv) of paragraph 1(c).

3. With regard to the specific objectives
out in paragraph 1, the ERDF or the Cohes

migrants gnithrough  developing

(vii) enhancing biodiversity, gree
nihfrastructure in the urbaand rural environment,
and reducing pollution;
N{viii) promoting sustainable urban mobility;

(i)  enhancing digital connectivity;

(i)  developing a sustainable, climate resilig
intelligent, secure and intermodal TEN-T,;

h@i) developing sustainable, climate resilie
intelligent and intermodal national, regional g
docal mobility, including cycling and including
eimproved access to TEN-T and cross-bor
nchobility;

tyd) ‘'a more social Europe implementing |
nguropean Pillar of Social Rights' (‘'PO 4') by:
()  enhancing the effectiveness of labg
omarkets and access to quality employm
social innovation @
taufrastructure;

s(ii)  improving access to inclusive and qual
aservices in education, training and lifelo
ndearning through developing infrastructure;

(i) increasing the socioeconomic integrati
of marginalised communities, migrants 4§
tliksadvantaged groups, through integra

R®) ensuring equal access to health ¢
throughdeveloping health care assedgveloping

niofrastructure, including primary care;

nge  providing support for physical, econom
and social regeneration of  deprive

nidemographically and geographically challengg
rabmmunities in urban and rural areas.

da) ‘'a Europe closer to citizens by fostering
sustainable and integrated development of ur
rural and coastal areas and local initiatives' (

aBt by:

ni3 fostering the integrated social, econor
and environmental development, culture
including cultural heritage and security in urb

setreasincluding functional urban areas

ign)  fostering the integrated social, econon

n@) ‘'a more connected Europe by enhang¢
tanobility and regional ICT connectivity' (‘PO 3
by:

bameasures including housing and social services;

ng
)
nt,
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der

are

2d

the
ban,
PO

nic

hic
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Fund, as appropriate, may also support activi
under the Investment for jobs and growth g
where they either:

(@) improve the capacity of programn
authorities, and bodies linked to t
implementation of the Funds;

(b) enhance cooperation with partners b
within and outside a given Member State.

Cooperation referred to in point (b) shall inclu
cooperation with partners from cross-bor
regions, from non-contiguous regions or fr
regions located in the territory covered by
macro-regional or sea-basin strategy or
combination thereof.

tiesd environmental local development, culty
pdleritage and security, including for rurateas,
mountain regions, sparsely populated areg
neslands and coastal areagutermost regions, a
nevell as other types of territorieslso targeted
through community-led local development.
offi) supporting the capacity building of loca
and regional administrations in order to localig
the Sustainable Development Goals by ensur
deailored instruments for territorial developmern
jand boosting implementation on the ground.
bifiv)  integrated territorial development suppo
far areas with high ageing, rurality ang
population outflow indices to improve the
transport and telecommunication
infrastructure, bridge the digital dividg
(including between generations), and impro
public services including e-learning and 6
health;

2. The Cohesion Fund shall support PO 2
specific objectives under PO 3 set out in po
(i), (i) and (iv) of paragraph 1(c).

3. With regard to the specific objectives
out in paragraph 1, the ERDF or the Cohes
Fund, as appropriate, may also support activi
under the Investment for jobs and growth g
where they either:

(@) improve the capacity of
authorities, and bodies linked
implementation of the Funds:

()  capacity-building actions geared to th
modernisation of public administrations cal
receive additional funding from the Reforn
Support Programme as set out in Regulati
(EU) 2018/xxx [Reform Support Programme]
(i) capacity building can receive additional cq
financing from Regulation (EU) 2018/xxX

programr
to t

European Network for Rural Developmer
(ENRD) patrticularly as regards urban-rura
linkages and projects supporting th
development of urban-areas and function
areas.

[EAFRD] and be delivered jointly with the

ral

nS,

1%}

I
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(b)

enhance cooperation with partners b
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within and outside a given Member State.
Cooperation referred to in point (b) shall incly
regions located in the territory covered by

macro-regional or sea-basin strategy or
combination thereof.

Reason

cooperation with partners from cross-border
regions, from non-contiguous regions or from

In recent years, ESI funds have been directed tisvdlre construction of small-scale infrastructure
providing "recreational services" in order to praeeocial inclusion and combat poverty in rural and
urban areas. Furthermore, the future ERDF regulattoould continue to make express referende to

the need to invest in physical infrastructure tgereerate deprived communities, such as sf
infrastructure.

Furthermore, Political Objective 5 should extenel térritorial focus to all kinds of territory (inaling
sub-regional level and functional areas), as wetbaany territory with geographic specificities.
On the other hand, the ERDF should strengtheniiectdsupport to subnational governments
ensuring enhanced financing and tailored instrumdat territorial development, boosting SO

orts

by
G

implementation on the ground. This must take imtwoant the fact that the localisation of the SD&s i
a political process that includes empowering subnat governments to take action. Accordingly, the

capacity building of local administration for théd&s should be supported through the ER
technical assistance budget allocated to PO5.

Amendment 8
New Article after Article 2

Text proposed by the European Commissior CoR anmesick

In accordance with Article [6] of Regulatior
(EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR] each Member Sty
shall ensure adequate participation of th
competent local and regional authorities in th
preparation of partnership agreements and

the preparation, implementation and evaluatig

Cohesion Fund.

Reason

It is important that the partnership principle andlti-level governance are covered and guarantes
all policy fields of Cohesion Policy, especiallyegn the concerns regarding centralisation of caing
policy among local and regional stakeholders.

This amendment aims to strengthen the partnershigciple by including it in the ERDF C
Regulation, thereby bringing it in line with Art&cl[8] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxx [ESF+] ai
Article [6] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR].
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Amendment 9
Article 3

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmeeick

1. With regard to programmes implemen
under the Investment for jobs and growth g
the total ERDF resources in each Member S
shall be concentrated ahational level in
accordance witiparagraphs 3 and 4.

2. With regard to the thematic concentratio
of support for Member States comprisin
outermost regions, the ERDF resources
allocated specifically to programmes for th
outermost regions and those allocated to
other regions shall be treated separately.

3. Member States shall be classified,
terms of their gross national income ratio,
follows:

(@) those with a gross national income rat
equal to or above 100 % of the EU averal
(‘group 17;

(b) those with a gross national income rat
equal to or above 75 % and below 100 % of
EU average (‘group 2;

(c) those with a gross national income rat
below 75 % of the EU average (‘group 3').

For the purposes of this Article, the gros
national income ratio means the ratio betwes
the gross national income per capita of
Member State, measured in purchasing pow
standards and calculated on the basis of Uni
figures for the period from 2014 to 2016, and tt
average gross national income per capita
purchasing power standards of the 27 Meml
States for that same reference period.
With regard to programmes under the Investn
for Jobs and growth goal for the outerm
regions,they shall be classified as falling withi
group 3.

A

[

4, Member States shall comply with th
following thematic concentration requirements;

et With regard to programmes implemen
palnder the Investment for jobs and growth g
tae total ERDF resources in each Member §
shall be concentrated ategional level in

accordance withparagraph 2 article 102 o

Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR], ag
nfollows:
ga) in more developed regions at least 85%
the total ERDF at national level shall b
allocated to priorities other than technica
alissistance to PO1 and PO2, and at least 309

PO2;

(b) in transition regions at least 45% of the
imotal ERDF resources at national level shall L
\sallocated to priorities other than technica
assistance to PO1, and at least 30% to PO 2;
oc) in less developed regions at least 35%

shall be allocated to priorities other tha
aechnical assistance to PO1, and at least 309
Heo?2.

Q. With regard to programmes under
Investment for Jobs and growth goal for
utermost regionghey shall be considered to K
piess developed regions.

a

e3. The thematic concentration requireme
bset out in paragrapi shall be complied with
néhroughout the entire programming perig
imcluding when ERDF allocations are transfer
goetween priorities of a programme or betwq
programmes and at the mid-term review
atcordance with Article [14] of Regulation (E
DR018/xxxx [new CPR].

X

4. Where the ERDF allocation with regard
PO1 or PO2 or both of a given programmeg
geduced following a decommitment under Arti
[99] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR

gtheir total ERDF resources at national leve
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(@ Member States of group 1 shall allocate [adr due to financial corrections by the Commissjon
least 85 % of their total ERDF resources undein accordance with Article [98] of that

priorities other than for technical assistance {oRegulation, compliance with the them
PO 1 and PO 2, and at least 60 % to PO 1, concentration requirement set out in paragray
(b) Member States of group 2 shall allocate [athall not be re-assessed.

least 45 % of their total ERDF resources under

priorities other than for technical assistance {o4.a. In duly justified cases Member States

PO 1, and at least 30 % to PO 2; consultation with the regions concerned may

(c) Member States of group 3 shall allocate [atequest for a reduction of the themat
least 35 % of their total ERDF resources undeconcentration rate at the level of categories
priorities other than for technical assistance {athe regions, up to a maximum of 10 %.

PO 1, and at least 30 % to PO 2.

5. The thematic concentration requirements
set out in paragrapd shall be complied with
throughout the entire programming peri¢d,
including when ERDF allocations are transferfed
between priorities of a programme or between
programmes and at the mid-term review |in
accordance with Article [14] of Regulation (EU)
2018/xxxx [new CPR].

6. Where the ERDF allocation with regard|to
PO 1 or PO 2 or both of a given programme is
reduced following a decommitment under Article
[99] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR],
or due to financial corrections by the Commissjion
in accordance with Article [98] of that
Regulation, compliance with the thematic
concentration requirement set out in paragraph
shall not be re-assessed.

IC

h

in

C
of

Reason

D The centralised allocation mechanism was atpaficoncern that was raised by most regig
stakeholders (CoR, AER, CPMR, CEMR). This goes rejahe place-based approach of Cohe
Policy.

(2) Outermost regions should be considered as dessloped regions, because of the spe
issues they have that need to be addressed.

(3) The thematic concentration system should irelad marge of flexibility for national an
regional singularities in order to avoid that samitategories of European regions have to differe

nal
5ion

Cific

nt

concentrate the Funds because of the GNI of thembkr States.
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Amendment 10
Article 4

Text proposed by the European Commissior

1. The ERDF shall support the following:
(@) investments in infrastructure;

(b) investments in access to services;

(c) productive investments in SMEs;

(d)  equipment, software and intangible asse
(e) information, communication, studi€

networking, cooperation, exchange of experie
and activities involving clusters;

(f)  technical assistance.

In addition, productiveinvestments in enterprise
other than SMEs can be supportetien they
involve cooperation with SME$n research an
innovation activities supported under point (a
of Article 2 (1).

In order to contribute to the specific objecti
under PO 1 set out in point (a) (iv) of Article 2(
the ERDF shall also support training, lifelo
learning and education activities.

2. Under the European territorial cooperat
goal (Interreg), the ERDF may also support:

(@) sharing of facilities and of humar{a) sharing of facilities and of huma
resources; resourcesand all types of infrastructure acros
(b) accompanying soft investments and othieorders in all regions

activities linked to PO 4 under the Europs
Social Fund Plus as set out in Regulation (f
2018/xxxx [new ESF+].

CoR anmesick
1. The ERDF shall support the following:
(@) investments in infrastructure;
(b) investments in access to services;
(c) productive investments in SMEs;
t¢d)  equipment, software and intangible asse
ge) information, communication, studig

noetworking, cooperation, exchange of experie
and activities involving clusters;

(f)  technical assistance.

pdRProductive investments in enterprises other th
SMEs can be supported in research
linnovation activities supported under point (a
(Of Article 2 (1) or business infrastructure tha
benefits SMEs

vin order to contribute to the specific objecti
L under PO 1 set out in point (a) (iv) of Article 2(
nthe ERDF shall also support training, lifelo
learning and education activities.

ah Under the European territorial cooperat
goal (Interreg), the ERDF may also support:

&)

2018/xxxx [new ESF+].

ts;
S,
nce

AN

accompanying soft investments and other
Fdgtivities linked to PO 4 under the European
Social Fund Plus as set out in Regulation ([EU)

Reason

It should be noted that the admission in PO1

infrastructure only in the SME sector (or in cogiem with SMES) is too restrictive. In particuldr
is not justified in the face of a high concentratiof cohesion policy priorities on the support

research and innovation and the use of advan
status of a large enterprise in the catalogueaip
companies).

ofipction investments and the support of busir

caddtgies, where the presence of entities with
ients/beneficiaries is a necessity (includinonsgf

€SS

of
the
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Amendment 11
Article 6

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmesok

1. The ERDF and the Cohesion Fund s
not support:

(@) the decommissioning or the constructiorn]
nuclear power stations;

(b) investment to achieve the reduction
greenhouse gas emissions from activities liste
Annex | to Directive 2003/87/EC of the Europe
Parliament and of the Council;

(c) the manufacturing, processing
marketing of tobacco and tobacco products;
(d) undertakings in difficulty, as defined
point 18 of Article 2 of Commission Regulatiq
(EU) No 651/2014;

(e) investment in airport infrastructusxcept
for outermost regions;

()  investment in disposal of waste in landfil
(g) investment in facilities for the treatment
residual waste;
(h)  investment to

related productid

processing, distribution, storage or combustion @

fossil fuels, with the exception of investme
related to clean vehicles as defined in Articlef 4
Directive 2009/33/EC of the European Parliam
and of the Council;

() investment in broadband infrastructure
areas in which there are at least two broadh
networks of equivalent category;

()  funding for the purchase of rolling sto
for use in rail transport, except if it is linked
the:

() discharge of a publicly tendered pub
service obligation under Regulation 1370/2007
amended;

(i)  provision of rail transport services on lin
fully opened to competition, and the benefici

is a new entrant eligible for funding undenetworks of equivalent category;

Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [Invest E
regulation].
2. In addition, the Cohesion Fund shall

support investment in housing unless relatec
the promotion of energy efficiency or renewa

an(t)

ndll The ERDF and the Cohesion Fund s
not support:

¢d) the decommissioning or the construction
nuclear power stations;

@b) investment to achieve the reduction
dgreenhouse gas emissions from activities liste
afinnex | to Directive 2003/87/EC of the Europ€
Parliament and of the Council;

the  manufacturing, processing
marketing of tobacco and tobacco products;
nd) undertakings in difficulty, as defined
ppoint 18 of Article 2 of Commission Regulatig
(EU) No 651/2014;

(e) investment in airport infrastructurtaless
related to environmental protection d
;accompanied by investment necessary
ahitigate or reduce its negative environment
impact and with the exception of theutermost
negions;

a

ng) investment in facilities for thefinal
| reatment of (not separately collected, mixed

hierarchy according to Article 4 of the Directiv
iI(EU) 2018/851and with the exception of th

cases
Kh) investment related to  productid
t processing, distribution, storage or combustiof
fossil fuels, with the exception of investme
icelated to clean vehicles as defined in Articlef 4
Bérective 2009/33/EC of the European Parliam
and of the Council;
)  investment in broadband infrastructure
Aigreas in which there are at least two broadh

N
L

J(j))  funding for the purchase of rolling sto
for use in rail transport, except if it is linked
ndihe:

| (ip discharge of a publicly tendered pub
bgervice obligation under Regulation 1370/2007

investment in disposal of waste in landfill;

erdsidual wastehat is not in line with the waste

anutermost regions in certain duly substantiate

hall
of
of
din
an

nd

n
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energy use.
3. Overseas countries and territories shall
be eligible for support from the ERDF or t
Cohesion Fund, but may participate in Inter
programmes in accordance with the conditiong
out in Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [ET
(Interreq].

amended;

n@y provision of rail transport services on lin
néully opened to competition, and the benefici
reag a new entrant eligible for funding und
s&egulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [Invest E
Cregulation].

(k) actions that contribute to any form d
social exclusion or discrimination.

2. In addition, the Cohesion Fund shall
support investment in housing unless relateq
the promotion of energy efficiency or renewa
energy use.

3. Overseas countries and territories shall
be eligible for support from the ERDF or t
Cohesion Fund, but may participate in Inter
programmes in accordance with the conditiong
out in Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx
(Interreq].

Reason

Ad 1. (e) The CoR suggests considering the cli
as set out the current Regulation (EU) 2013/13

Ad 1. (g) Clarification of "residual" waste.
Ad 1. (k) Recital (5) of the ERDF Regulation

non-discrimination, which should be respecte
The Funds should not support actions that

principle is no longer included in the articlestb& Regulation, unlike in the previous programm)j

period. The CoR wants to ensure that Member

raateenvironmental aspects of airport infrastruc

ROE].

setg the principles, including that of equality a
d wheplementing the ERDF and Cohesion Fu
coneiliot any form of segregation. However, t

[ETC

ary
er

not
1 to
ble

not
he
reg
set

-

ure

Statgrct these obligations.

Amend

ment 12

Article 8

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR amesaim

1. The ERDF may support integrated territo
development within programmes under b
goals referred to in Article 4(2) of Regulati
(EVU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR] in accordance w
Chapter Il of Title lll of that Regulation [ne
CPR].

ridl. The ERDF may support integrated territo
bttevelopment  within  programmes under b
pigoals referred to in Article 4(2) of Regulati
tEU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR] in accordance w
WwChapter Il of Title lll of that Regulation [ne
CPR].

fial
bth
bn

2. Member States shall implement integratéd Member States shall implement integrated

territorial development, supported by the ERI
exclusively through the forms referred to
Article [22] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [ne

DEerritorial development, supported by the ERI
rincluding through the forms referred to
wArticle [22] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [ne

DF,
n
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CPR].

CPR]. This may also take the form of a mult
fund approach with ESF+ and be articulated
where appropriate, with EAFRD and th
EMFF.

Reason

|

11%

Some Member States have, in the past, succesgfulisued other forms of integrated territofial

development. It is not clear why the use of theberdforms should be ruled out in future.

Amendment 13
Article 9

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmesok

1. The ERDF shall support integrat
territorial development based on territor
strategies in accordance with Article [23]

Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR] focus
on urban areas (‘sustainable urban developm
within programmes under both goals referrec
in Article 4(2) of that Regulation.

2. At least 6% of the ERDF resources
national level under the Investment for jobs
growth goal, other than for technical assista
shall be allocated to sustainable urk
development in the form of community-led log
development, integrated territorial investments
another territorial tool under PO5.
The programme or programmes concerned 9
set out the planned amounts for this purp
under point (d)(vii) of Article [17(3)] of
Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR].

3.
urban development under paragraph 2 shal

complied with throughout the entire programmingegulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR].

period when ERDF allocations are transfer
between priorities of a programme or betwg
programmes, including at the mid-term review
accordance with Article [14] of Regulation (E
2018/xxxx [new CPR].

4. Where the ERDF allocation is redug
following a decommitment under Article [99]

]

The percentage allocated to sustainalslet out the planned amounts for this purp

d. The ERDF shall support integrat
akrritorial development based on territor
aftrategies in accordance with Article [23]

bRRegulation (EU) 2018/xxxx [new CPR] focus
eo)urban areas (‘sustainable urban developm
vathin programmes under both goals referreg
in Article 4(2) of that Regulation.

at At least 6% of the ERDF resources
mahtional level under the Investment for jobs
agpwth goal, other than for technical assista
amall be allocated to sustainable ur
development, integrated territorial investments
another territorial tool under POS5.

hEttlis minimum of 6% earmarked for sustainab
oseban development should be determined
operations from PO5, as well as from speci
policy objectives 1-4, as noted in Annex 1.
The programme or programmes concerned §
loeder point (d)(vii) of Article [17(3)] ol
red
gl The percentage allocated to sustain;
umban development under paragraph 2 shal

fee.

alevelopment in the form of community-led lo¢

ed
ial
of
ed
ent’)
to

at
nd

dan
al
or

e

by
fic

hall
ose

able
be

gorogrammes, including at the mid-term revie

Regulation (EU) No [new CPR], or due

t@018/xxxx [new CPR].

Jromplied with throughout the entire programming
period when ERDF allocations are transferred
between priorities of a programme or betwe¢en

in

biaccordance with Article [14] of Regulation (EY)
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financial corrections by the Commission

accordance with Article [98] of that Regulatig

compliance with paragraph 2 shall not be
assessed.

in
4.
résllowing a decommitment under Article [99]
Regulation (EU) No [new CPR], or due
financial corrections by the Commission

compliance with paragraph 2 shall not be
assessed.

Where the ERDF allocation is redug

accordance with Article [98] of that Regulatig

Reason

Clarification. This point is already mentioned mmetRegulation in a footnote to Annex 1, but if i

clearer to mention it in the articles.

Amend

ment 14

Article 10

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmesok

1. The ERDF shall also support the Europ
Urban Initiative, implemented by the Commiss
in direct andndirect management.

This initiative shall cover all urban areas andls
support the Urban Agenda of the Union.

2. The European Urban Initiative shall cons
of the following three strands, all with regard
sustainable urban development:

(&) support of capacity-building;
(b)  support of innovative actions;
(c) support of knowledge, policy developmg

and communication.

Upon request from one or more Member Stateepresentatives).

the European Urban Initiative may also supy
inter-governmental cooperation on urban mattg

pdn The ERDF shall also support the Europ

odrban Initiative, implemented by the Commiss
in direct andsharedmanagement.

nd his initiative shall cover all urban areas andls

costs of thdJrban Agenda of the Union.
bist

ta. The European Urban Initiative shall cons
of the following three strands, all with regard
sustainable urban development:

(@) support of capacity-buildingncluding a
e rdrogramme of exchange for locd
representatives (Erasmus for local and region

qlt) support of innovative actions;

r&)  support of knowledgeterritorial impact
assessments, policy development an
communication.

support the partnerships and organisational

ean
on

na

st
to

|l
al

Upon request from one or more Member St

such as the Reference Framework

UN Sustainable Development Goals;
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the European Urban Initiative may also support
inter-governmental cooperation on urban matters
for
Sustainable Cities and the Territorial Agenda of
the European Union, and the localisation of the



Reason

There is a proliferation of local, urban and su@p@aal development, innovation and capacity bugdin

schemes, which are very often disconnected or @una#ed. Bringing them under the same roof

linking them to related initiatives outside the ESilegulatory framework will guarantee mg
consistency, avoid overlap and ensure cross-gatin. Also, it is essential to ensure that tinelf
beneficiaries, the local authorities, do receive mmain part of the capacity-building funding, uelik

the current situation with TO9 and Technical Assise.

and
re

Amend
Artic

ment 15
le 11

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmeeick

1. The specific additional allocation for t
outermost regions shall be used to offset
additional costs incurred in these regions a
result of one or several of the permanent ress4
to their development listed in Article 349 of t
TFEU.

2. The allocation referred to in paragraph
shall support:

(@) the activities within the scope as set ou
Article 4;
(b) by way of derogation from Article 4

measures covering operating costs with a viey

offsetting the additional costs incurred in the)

outermost regions as a result of one or sever
the permanent restraints to their developn
listed in Article 349 of the TFEU.

The allocation referred to in paragraph 1 may
support expenditure covering
granted for the provision of public servi
obligation and contracts in the outermost regio

3. The allocation, referred to in paragraph
shall not support:

(@) operations involving products listed
Annex | to the TFEU;

(b) aid for the transport of persons authori
under point (a) of Article 107(2) of the TFEU;

(c) tax exemptions and exemption of soq
charges
(d) public services obligations not discharg

by undertakings and where the State acts
exercising public power.

30

compensaTiqugted in Article 349 of the TFEU.

nd.. The specific additional allocation for t
tbatermost regions shall be used to offset
sadditional costs incurred in these regions 4§
iresult of one or several of the permanent ress:
ne&o their development listed in Article 349 of t
outermost regions shall be excluded fro
thematic concentration.

The allocation referred to in paragrapk
shall support:
h(a) the activities within the scope as set ou
V A@ticle 4:
by way of derogation from Article 4
Ahfdasures covering operating costs with a vie

outermost regions as a result of one or sever
lg® permanent restraints to their developn

C9he allocation referred to in paragraph 1 may {
N8upport expenditure covering compensat
granted for the provision of public servi
dbligation and contracts in the outermost regio

3. The allocation, referred to in paragraph
hall not support:

S?Q) operations involving products listed
Annex | to the TFEU,
%) aid for the transport of persons authori
under point (a) of Article 107(2) of the TFEU;
) tax exemptions and exemption of soO(
arges

TFEU. The specific additional allocation for the

ne
the
S a
aint

he

D
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v to

&Wsetting the additional costs incurred in the
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exercising public power.

ERDF may support productive investment

of the size of those enterprises.

4. By way of derogation from Article 4, th

(d) public services obligations not discharded
by undertakings and where the State acts| by

=] (U

enterprises in the outermost regions, irrespectve

Reason

Given the specific nature of outermost regions psupthat only favours SMEs could only have a

limited leverage effect.

Amendment 16
New Article after Article 11

Text proposed by the European Commissior CoR anmesick

Areas with natural or demographic handicaps

shall be paid to addressing the speci
difficulties of those areas.

In particular, NUTS Il areas with a population

population decrease of more than -1% sin
2007 shall be subject to specific regional a

public services accessibility, including dedicat
funding as part of the partnership agreement.

In programmes co-financed by the ERDEFE
covering areas with severe and permangnt
natural or demographic handicaps, as referred
to in Article 174 of TFEU, particular attention

below 12.5 hab/km2 or with an average anndal

national plans to attract more people to the
region and encourage them to stay, as well as to
increase business investment and digital and

c

d

4%

Reason

This new article covers both the sparsely populateds and, more broadly, all sub-regional areas of

the rest of the EU27 covered by Article 174. Howevie is necessary to identify financial
manageable ERDF allocations, which do not overldbp that some regions are getting already.

So, the formula proposed is to set eligibility in

- NUTS 1l (as this is often a sub-regional ratheartta regional NUTS |l problem, and the curr
maps hide it).

- either 12.5 hab/km2 (like the northern periphepas)

y

ent
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or with a net population decrease (i.e. both pdmraoutflow or simply death of nativ

population) since 2007, as this is roughly thetstathe financial crisis and also the start of

previous programming period).

This proposal generates an obligation for the Casion to include it as one of their proposals ®
relevant MS in their position papers, which laurnicl negotiation with each MS of the partnerg

agreement.

Data and map from the German Federal Ministry BBR

https://bit.ly/2KItBya

Amend

ment 17

ANNEX |

Common output and result indicators for the ERD# i@ Cohesion Fund - Article 7(1)

Table 1: Common output and result indicators foDIEERInvestment for jobs and growth and

Interreg) and th

Add new results common indicators (RCR)

e Cohesion Fund**

Text proposed by the European Commissior

CoR anmeeick

RCR 26 -Annual final energy consumption (o
which: residential, private non-residentia
public non-residential)

RCR 26 -% of annual energy savings for th
entire building stock (compared to a baseline)
line with the objective of reaching a highl

to support renovation of the national stock

RCR 27 - Households with improved enefgigsidential and non-residential buildings;

performance of their dwellings

RCR 28 - Buildings with improved energ
classification (of which: residential, private nd

residential, public non-residential)

RCR29 - Estimated greenhouse gas emissions

RCR 30 - Enterprises with improved ener
performance

RCR 31- Total renewable energy produced (
which: electricity, thermal)

RCR 32
connected to the grid (operational)

Renewable energy: Capac

nB0% energy savings compared to pre-renovat
levels (EC definition of deep renovation)

RCR 28 - Buildings with improve
jyenergy classification (of which: residenti
private non-residential, public non-residenti:
bhichieving an EPC of B after renovation;
RCR [...] - Households with improve
itgnergy performance of their dwellings, reachir
Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (nZEB) standar
level after renovation

RCR 29 - Estimated greenhouse
emissions
RCR 30 - Enterprises with improved enel
performance

f efficient and decarbonised building stock as s
,out in the national long-term renovation strateg

RCR 27 - Households with improved enel
jyoerformance of their dwellingseaching at least

(4%

in

et

Df

)%

on

L

jas

gy
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RCR [...] - Number of energy
poor/vulnerable  consumers  supported
improve the energy performance of the
dwelling.

RCR [...] - Total final renewable energ
consumption and consumption per sect
(heating and cooling, transport, electricity);

RCR [...] - Share of total renewabl
energy produced,

RCR [...] - Reduction of annual impor
of non-renewable energy.

RCH...] — Renewable energy: Capaci
connected to the grid (operational)

to
ir

11

Ly

Reason

The set of respective indicators on energy efficyeaind renewable energy needs to be expanded.

There is a clear lesson to learn from the currendihg period: a quantitative target without a pr
commitments, quality control or a solid trackingdanonitoring methodology risks losing its climg
credentials.

\te

The climate indicators proposed by the European r@igsion are incomplete and sometimes

simplistic: without assessing the respective taxgdtie from the perspective of what is technici
feasible and financially opportune, some indicateitsamount to a simple counting of beneficiari
For example, one ERDF output indicator "RCO 18 -us&holds supported to improve ene
performance of their dwelling" is measured agaihstresult indicator, "RCR 27 - Households w
improved energy performance of their dwellings". éktras this indicator pair indicates the tg
number of households benefitting from the meastidges not display the level improvement of
energy performance - which in the end could be ,haghmarginal. This implies that targets co
potentially be set low without the performance feawvork being able to assess the level of ambitio
the respective measure.

ally
BS.
gy
ith
tal
he
uld
n of

Amendment 18

ANNEX |
Common output and result indicators for the ERD# tw@ Cohesion Fund - Article 7(1)

Table 1: Common output and result indicators foDERInvestment for jobs and growth and
Interreg) and the Cohesion Fund

Add new Results Common Indicators (RCR) after RGR 6

Text proposed by the European Commissiory CoR anmesick

RCR [...] Vacancies unfilled for over 6 months
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Reason

The common output indicator (RCO) 61 - Annual unkiyed persons served by enhanced facilities
for employment services (capacity) has a commounltrésdicator for the first part (RCR 65 - Job
seekers using annually the services of the employservices supported). An indicator for the secpnd
part seems to be missing.

Amendment 19

ANNEX I
Core set of performance indicators for the ERDFtaedCohesion Fund referred to in Article 7(3)

Policy objective: 2. A greener, low-carbon Eurogepbomoting clean and fair energy transition, green
and blue investment, the circular economy, clingataptation and risk prevention and management

Add new common output indicator (CCO) after CCO 09

Text proposed by the European Commissior CoR anmegick

CCO [...] - Increased climate change
adaptation, increased risk prevention, including
seismic risk prevention and better resilience |to
disasters and extreme weather events.

Reason

A new common output indicator (CCO) that seemedb¢omissing is added for the PO2 spedfic
objective of promoting climate change adaptatigsk prevention, including seismic risk prevention
and resilience to disasters and extreme weatheteve

I POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

1. welcomes the Commission's ambition to simplify tides for the 2021-2027 programming
period and notes that the ERDF and Cohesion Fumdnarged in a single regulation that sets
out the applicable rules covering both funds. Teé& proposal for a regulation is shorter as the
CPR covers many common parts;

2. welcomes the fact that Cohesion Policy still apgplie all EU regions, with the majority of its
resources focused on the most vulnerable areags nwith approval that the European
Commission's proposal for this legislative act maaea that falls within shared competence,
complies with the principles of subsidiarity andportionality;

3. notes with concern that the Commission's proposalaf multi-annual financial framework
provides for a sharp decrease in the Cohesion Buddet of 46% and a stable budget for the
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10.

11.

ERDF (+1%). Regrets the cut by 12% of the budgetBoropean Territorial Cooperation,
despite its being recognised as one of the poligidtsthe most tangible EU added-value;

recalls that the Cohesion Fund has continuouslygmrao have high European added value and
that it improves the EU's image in the eyes otitzens. The Cohesion Fund represents the
expressed solidarity of "richer" Member States wiploorer" ones in terms of building key
infrastructure, with clear and proven benefits tloosse Member States that contribute most to
the EU budget. The proposed cuts will most likedyniper achievement of the Treaty objectives
of economic, social and territorial cohesion;

notes that the European Commission proposes ® @@l for climate-related spending of 25%

of the total MFF in 2021-2027. However, the quatitie target is far below what is possible

and necessary to fully implement the EU's commitimemder the Paris Agreement. Cohesion
Policy applies a rather elaborated climate traclsyggtem as compared to other funds: the
ERDF would deliver 30% climate action, the Cohedtond 37%;

is concerned about the fact that achieving thesRargets will represent a major challenge for
Europe. The CoR has long been a defender of ambithmate objectives and, since the ERDF
and Cohesion Fund are the main financial instrunierthe EU budget to contribute to the

climate objectives, Cohesion Policy's horizontalaldimg conditions should include a

requirement on the part of Member States to fulfé obligations stemming from the Paris
Agreement objectives; moreover, these should besebfo monitored throughout the

programming period to make sure that contributitanslimate objectives are still on the right

track;

welcomes the fact that the ERDF and CF have becgneener” and that polluting activities
will be excluded from the scope of the regulation;

welcomes the new specific INTERREG component fooirative interregional investments to
support the clustering of actors involved in snspecialisation strategies across Europe and the
new component for outermost regions. Calls on theofiean Commission to increase the
overall ETC budget in order to maintain a crediblelget for Interreg Europe and for cross-
border co-operation, while investing in new fornigo@-operation;

calls for the promotion of the principle of nonaisnination from programming to reporting
and the incorporation of Gender Responsive Budgetito all stages of implementation;

objects to the proposal that the ERDF thematic eotmation will focus on the national level;
this centralised allocation mechanism goes agé#esplace-based approach and the multilevel
governance principle of Cohesion Policy;

points out the growing separation of funds andparticular, regrets that the EAFRD has been
taken out of the Common Provision Regulation tletd sut common rules applicable to various
funds.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

underlines the necessity of strong complementariistween the ERDF and the ESF+ in order
to carry out integrated and comprehensive initegiat local level;

notes that Member States are encouraged to trabffesf ERDF or CF resources to the new
InvestEU instrument and also to transfer a furtb& of their ERDF allocation to EU
programmes managed by the EC. However, the shawmthgement approach has had a
demonstrated impact on the economic, social amdaomal cohesion for Europe. Any transfer
by the Member State should be decided with thelugvoent of the local and regional partners
in line with the partnership principle and multid\government;

supports the increased focus on sustainable urbaelapment by dedicating 6% of ERDF
resources at national level to this area;

notes that product and result indicators for th®ERNd the Cohesion Fund should be defined
and unambiguous in interpretation, including, aballe assigned units of measurement in
Annexes | and Il and be able to aggregate fromlakiel of projects to the level operational

programmes and cohesion policy objectives, and tiheiasurement should not constitute an
excessive burden for beneficiaries.

Brussels, 5 December 2018

The President

of the European Committee of the Regions

Karl-Heinz Lambertz
The Secretary-General
of the European Committee of the Regions

Jitf Burianek
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