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Pig production forecasts up to the
2nd quarter 2000 and livestock
survey in August 1999

Francis Weiler, Robert Poschacher

Decline in pig production in the fourth quarter 1999 and first
quarter 2000

The Gross Indigenious Production (GIP) of pigs in the EU-15 will amount in
1999 presumably 209,131.000 heads. This means an only 2 % increase
compared to 1998. In 1998 the GIP rose compared with 1997 by 7.9 %. In the
fourth quarter 1999 the GIP will even decrease by 3.2 % compared with the
fourth quarter 1998, which is particularly remarkable, since the fourth quarter
1998 was higher by 12.1 % than that from 1997. In the first quarter of the new
millennium the GIP will presumably decline to 52,489.000 animals, which
means a decline of 3.0 % compared to the first quarter 1999. In the second
quarter the production will decline again on to 50,747.000 heads.

The highest reduction was registered in the UK, which could lower its pig
production in 1999 by nearly 10 % compared to 1998. In the last quarter of
1999 the production of the United Kingdom declines by 16.8 %. In the first two
quarters of 2000 UK will continue to lower its pig production, namely by
10.3 % respectively by 5.2 % compared with the respective quarters in 1999.
Also Belgium limited its production in 1999 compared to 1998 by 5.5 %.
Greece and Sweden will likewise lower their pig production in 1999, namely
by 2.9 % respectively by 1.9 %. Austria produced 1999 equal much pigs as in
1998. The higher pig production of the EU in 1999 is due to the higher
production in the Netherlands, Spain, Denmark, Germany and Ireland. In
these countries 6,067.000 pigs were produced more in 1999 than in 1998.

Pig stock of the EU still grows slowly

Above of all those countries, which carry out surveys in August, Austria has
reduced its pig stock the most, namely about 9.6 % in the year 1999. The
reduction is particularly high in the categories "breeding gilts not yet mated"
(-20.8 %), "sows mated for the 1% time" (-14.6 %), "mated sows" and
"breeding sows" (in each case -11.3 %). Therefore one can expect a further
reduction of the Austrian pig stock. Also Finland reduced the pig stock by
0.9 %, while Belgium, Denmark, Spain and the Netherlands increased their
pig stocks. Belgium and Spain particularly increased the stocks of pigs for
fattening (11.8 % respectively 6.1 %), Denmark and the Netherlands
increased above all the number of breeding animals. From those four
important pig producing countries, which carry out surveys in May/June, UK
lowers the pig stocks according to tendency (-7.3 % compared with in 1998),
while Germany (+2.3 %), France (+0.8 %) and Italy (+5.0 %) increase the total
stocks. The total stocks of the EU still increase slowly.
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