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The process of enlargement embraces thirteen Candidate Countries (CCs). FDI
transactions in them experienced important growth since 1996. This article shows the
main features of these developments and presents data on FDI broken down by
country and by type of activity. While showing the important role of the EU-15 as an
investor of FDI capital in Candidate Countries, it also contains references to equivalent
variables for the EU-15 to give the reader an easy term of comparison. The map and
the box on page 3 give some basic background information and a synthetic picture of
the main variables considered in this issue.
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From 1996 onwards CCs have been increasingly involved in FDI transactions. The
sum of inward and outward FDI flows soared from ECU 10.5 Bn in 1995 to
EUR 23.7 Bn in 2000, being mainly composed of inward flows that on average
accounted for more than 90% of the sum. In the graph below we consider the resulting
net capital inflow, i.e. the difference between inward and outward flows.
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The net capital inflow far outweighed other elements of the balance of payments financial account (e.g. portfolio investment) and
played a major role in financing the current account deficits that characterised CCs over the period considered.

The growth of CCs inward flows can be compared (in the above graph) to that one of the FDI inflows to EU-15 from extra-EU
countries. The growth rates for the EU and for CCs show a similar pattern with a drop in 1996 followed by four years of
expansion. On the other hand, the EU-15 was the main investor of FDI capital in the group as a whole1.

3RODQG��&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�DQG�+XQJDU\��PDLQ�)',�UHFLSLHQWV��LQ�����������RI�LQZDUG�IORZV�DLPHG�DW�WKHP

The FDI inflows to the CCs region are concentrated in Poland, Czech Republic and Hungary. However, their share has
registered a reduction in the period considered (82% in 1995 and 73% in 1999, see the following graph and table on the last
page). The reduction of the share of investment in Hungary has exceeded the increase for Czech Republic and Poland during
the same period. Preliminary data show that this growing trend continued in 2000, with Poland in particular increasing FDI
inflows (EUR 10 Bn in 2000, nearly twice the average of the corresponding values of the previous three years).

Hungary presents a reduction of FDI received from abroad not only as a share of the total aggregate for the region, but also in
absolute terms. The ECU 3,7 billion received in 1995, the highest level in the region, was a peak of the time series representing
twice the value of the following years (1,8 billion in 1999). This trend was driven, in particular, from the advancement of the
privatisation process, nearly completed in 19992. In order to neutralise the exceptional level of inflow in Hungary registered in
1995, the following graph compares the 1999 shares of the CCs with the previous four years average.

Apart from the already mentioned upsurge of FDI inflows in Poland and Czech Republic (in 2000, Czech Republic received
EUR 5 billion of FDI inflows), the reduction of the share of Hungary is compensated by an increase of the relative weight of
Malta, Bulgaria and Lithuania. The small share of these three countries in 1995 (inferior to 1 percentage point of the total)
increased in the period as presented in the graph. The “Helsinki group”3 countries altogether increased their share in total FDI
inflows from 8 to 19 per cent, notwithstanding a small reduction registered from Slovak Republic.
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7KH�GLIIHUHQW�FRORXUV�XVHG�IRU�FRXQWULHV�DUHDV�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�OHYHO�RI�*'3�SHU�LQKDELWDQW�LQ�3XUFKDVLQJ�3RZHU
6WDQGDUG� �336��� LQ� FRPSDULVRQ� ZLWK� WKDW� RI� WKH� (XURSHDQ� 8QLRQ�� 7KH� VL]H� RI� WKH� SLH
V� UHSUHVHQWV� WKH� DEVROXWH� YDOXH� RI
FXPXODWHG�)',�LQIORZV��ZKLOH�WKHLU�FRPSRVLWLRQ�JLYHV�WKH�VKDUH�(8����RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�ZDV
DERYH�����RI�WKH�(8�SHU�FDSLWD�*'3�LQ�������,W�KDG�UHFHLYHG�)',�IRU����ELOOLRQ�(&8�(85�EHWZHHQ������DQG������������RI
ZKLFK�KDG�FRPH�IURP�WKH�(8����

&&V�LQ�%ULHI

With the term Candidate countries you refer to the thirteen countries involved in the process of EU enlargement: Bulgaria,
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia and
Turkey.

CCs altogether cover 1 872 990 sq. km, the smallest country being Malta with 320 sq. km and the biggest one being Turkey
with 775 thousand sq. km. Their total population in 1999 amounted to 170 million of inhabitants: from 379 thousand
inhabitants in Malta to 64 million of people in Turkey.

In 1999, the economic weight of CCs, expressed by PPS GDP per inhabitant, corresponded to a third of EU-15 one4 . This
weight, amounting on average to 35% of EU-15 one, hide big disparities. Bulgaria (23% of EU-15 PPS GDP per inhabitant),
Lithuania (29%), Latvia (28%), Romania (27%) and Turkey (29%) were below that level. Cyprus (81%) and Slovenia (71%)
lead the group5, while Czech Republic (60%) was close to latter countries (this information is summarised in the above map).
__________________________________________
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)',�LV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�JURZLQJ�VKDUH�RI�&&V�*'3��IURP������LQ������WR������LQ�����

The weight of inward FDI in CCs economy, expressed as the percentage of FDI inflows on GDP, grew all through the period
under consideration. From an average rate of 2.6% between 1995 and 1998, it reached 3.7% in 2000, a level closer to that of
EU-15 countries. The graph below shows this trend, making also the comparison with the FDI investments received by the EU-
15 from the extra-EU countries. This last flow progressed in the period considered from making up an average of 0.6% between
1995 and 1998 to that of 1.4% in 2000.

The graph illustrates also the ratio between FDI inflows and GDP for every CCs. From 1995 to 1998 on average, Estonia and
Latvia had the highest ratio (6.8%). Hungary had a ratio of 6% while Czech Republic and Poland had a ratio of 4.1% and 3.4%
respectively. While this weight is increasing in Poland, it is decreasing in Hungary. Thus by end 2000 Poland had a ratio close to
6% and Czech Republic 9%. Nevertheless, they were still above CCs average.

On average, between 1995 and 2000, inward FDI had most importance in the Maltese and Czech economies, representing
respectively 15.4% and 8.3% of their GDP.

,QZDUG�)',�)ORZV�DV���RI�*'3�DW�0DUNHW�3ULFHV

)',�LQIORZV�KDYH�ILQDQFHG�FXUUHQW�DFFRXQW�GHILFLWV�LQ�PRVW�&DQGLGDWH�FRXQWULHV

A connection between net FDI flows and current account balance can be seen plotting together these two series (next graph),
as highlighted in the first section. Half of the CCs depended mainly on FDI inflows to finance their current account deficit.

In particular, in four countries, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary and Malta, average net FDI inflows exceeded average current
account deficit. In Estonia, Latvia, Poland, Cyprus, and Slovenia, average FDI inflows represented more than two-thirds of the
current account deficit. In Lithuania, Romania, Turkey, and Slovak Republic average FDI inflows covered less than half of the
average current account deficit.
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Net FDI flows represented in general an important share of CCs financial account, also in relation to the weak development of
financial markets in those countries.

)URP������WR�������&DQGLGDWH�FRXQWULHV��GRXEOHG�DOWRJHWKHU�WKHLU�)',�VWRFNV

If until now only FDI flows have been considered, the rest of the article analyses the same phenomenon looking at stock data. In
this way the recent development can be considered in the light of the pre-existent situation. In particular, the comparison
between the CCs and the EU Member States has to take into account the very different starting point of the two groups of
countries in terms of position of FDI. In the table below we present the net liabilities, i.e. the difference between the FDI stocks
received from abroad and the corresponding assets invested abroad.

)RUHLJQ�'LUHFW�,QYHVWPHQW�1HW�/LDELOLWLHV�LQ�&&V

FDI Net Liabilities Variation of Stocks Variation of Stocks (%)

1997 1998 1999 1999-1997 (1999-1997) on 1997

Czech Republic 7.5 11.5 15.2 7.7 101

Lithuania 0.9   1.3   2.0 1.1 121

Latvia 0.9   1.0   1.4 0.5   57

Poland 12.6 18.2 24.5 11.9   95

Romania 2.1   3.8   5.4 3.2 149

Slovenia 1.8   1.9   2.0 0.2   14

Slovak Republic 1.5   1.8   2.4 0.9   60

Total 27.3 39.5 52.9 25.5 93.4

'DWD�DUH�LQ�ELOOLRQ�RI�(&8�(85�

Considering the seven countries for which more data are available, aggregated FDI stocks doubled from ECU 27.3 Bn in 1997
to EUR 52.9 Bn in 1999. In the same period, inward FDI stocks grew by 38% in the EU-15.

Czech Republic and Poland made up half of their positions between 1997 and 1999. These two countries together held 75% of
those seven countries total stocks in 1999. Lithuania and Romania more than doubled their FDI position between 1997 and
1999. The only country not to have built the main part of its stocks from 1997 to 1999 is Slovenia, for which the FDI stocks grew
by just 14% of the 97 level during the period under consideration.

Low levels of FDI stocks in 1997 as well as the increased credibility brought by the opening of EU adhesion negotiations in
March 1998 and December 1999 can explain this upsurge of stocks. However, with the highest FDI stocks in 1997, Czech
Republic (ECU 7.6 Bn) and Poland (ECU 12.6 Bn) remained more attractive for foreign investors in absolute terms.
__________________________________________
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7RZDUGV�ZKLFK�VHFWRUV�IRUHLJQ�LQYHVWRUV�KDYH�EHHQ�PRVW�DWWUDFWHG"

In 1998 a large part of FDI were invested in the manufacturing activities of the CCs. Other important sectors were trade and
repairs and financial intermediation.

Baltic countries' stocks contained less manufacturing activities than other countries (nevertheless, still around a third of stocks).
In Latvia, they represented only 16% of the stocks whereas transport storage and communication, as well as financial
intermediation activities appeared to be more attractive. In Lithuania and Estonia, manufacturing is the most important sector for
FDI, followed by trade and repairs activity.

Czech Republic and Slovenia had close shapes of stocks activity breakdown. Manufacturing represented half of the stocks,
while both trade and repairs and financial intermediation represented a third of the remaining stocks. Poland presents a similar
distribution of FDI stocks, but the importance of not allocated stocks (20%) calls for caution. In fact, the 35% of FDI invested in
Other activities shown in the graph below is mainly composed of not allocated stocks.

The same three activities also composed the main part of Bulgaria and Slovak Republic stocks.
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,QZDUG�)',�LQ�&&V�������±�����
0LOOLRQ�RI�(&8�(85�DQG�3HUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�*'3�DW�0DUNHW�3ULFHV

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Bulgaria      69 ��������      86 ����    445 ����     479 ������    756 ������

Cyprus(1)      66 �������      43 ����    433 ����     237 ������    642 ������

Czech Republic 1 960 ������ 1 125 ���� 1 148 ���� 3 303 ������ 5 932 �����

Estonia    154 ������    119 ����    235 ����    513 �����    284 �����

Hungary 3 675 ����� 1 803 ���� 1 928 ���� 1 815 ����� 1 849 �����

Lithuania      55 �����    120 ����    313 ����    826 �����    456 �����

Latvia    136 �����    301 ����    460 ����   318 �����    334 �����

Malta    101 �����    218 ����      71 ����    238 �����    770 �����

Poland 2 797 ����� 3 542 ���� 4 328 ���� 5 678 ����� 6 821 �����

Romania    320 �����    207 ���� 1 071 ���� 1 812 �����    977 �����

Slovenia    235 �����    210 ����    414 ����    178 �����     78 �����

Slovakia    181 �����    279 ����    154 ����    504 �����    306 �����

Turkey    677 �����    569 ����    710 ����    838 �����    735 �����

Total   10 426 ����� 8 622 ����   11 711 ����   16 738 �����   19 941 ����

(�� 7KH� GDWD� IRU� ����� DQG� ����� DUH� GUDZQ� IURP� D� VHULHV� GLIIHUHQW� WR� WKDW� RQH� XVHG� IRU� WKH� IROORZLQJ� \HDUV�� ,W� PD\� FRQWULEXWH� WR� WKH
REVHUYDEOH�EUHDN�LQ�WKH�WLPH�VHULHV�

½ �(66(17,$/�,1)250$7,21�±�0(7+2'2/2*,&$/�127(6
l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l

)RUHLJQ� GLUHFW� LQYHVWPHQW� �)',�� LV� WKH� FDWHJRU\� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� LQYHVWPHQW�� ZLWKLQ� WKH� %DODQFH� RI� 3D\PHQWV� )LQDQFLDO� $FFRXQW�� WKDW� UHIOHFWV� WKH
REMHFWLYH�RI�REWDLQLQJ�D�ODVWLQJ�LQWHUHVW�E\�D�UHVLGHQW�HQWLW\�LQ�RQH�HFRQRP\�LQ�DQ�HQWHUSULVH�UHVLGHQW�LQ�DQRWKHU�HFRQRP\��7KH�ODVWLQJ�LQWHUHVW�LPSOLHV�WKH
H[LVWHQFH� RI� D� ORQJ�WHUP� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH� GLUHFW� LQYHVWRU� DQG� WKH� HQWHUSULVH�� DQG� D� VLJQLILFDQW� GHJUHH� RI� LQIOXHQFH� E\� WKH� LQYHVWRU� RQ� WKH
PDQDJHPHQW� RI� WKH� HQWHUSULVH�� )RUPDOO\� GHILQHG�� D� GLUHFW� LQYHVWPHQW� HQWHUSULVH� LV� DQ� XQLQFRUSRUDWHG� RU� LQFRUSRUDWHG� HQWHUSULVH� LQ� ZKLFK� D� GLUHFW
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