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In 1999 4.6 million tonnes of the EU’s total catch of fishery products was
obtained from the Northeast Atlantic (table 1).  This was 74% of the total of
6.2 million tonnes from all areas and about nine times that from the next most
important area, the Mediterranean with 550 thousand tonnes.

The other two fishing nations of the European Economic Area, Iceland and
Norway, had almost the same combined catch (4.4 million tonnes) and they
were almost completely dependant on this area.

By comparison the catches by the Candidate Countries in the Northeast
Atlantic were relatively minor, only 320 thousand tonnes.  These countries
were relatively less dependant on this area since it contributed only 29% to
the total of 1.1 million tonnes.  This may be explained by 9 of these 13
countries not being coastal states of the NE Atlantic.

Country NE Atlantic All areas % NE Atl.
(8��� ��������� ��������� ��

A - 432 -
B 29 340 29 876 98
D 188 806 238 922 79
DK 1 404 470 1 404 917 100
E 436 360 1 179 734 37
F 451 314 650 269 69
FIN 107 707 144 520 75
IRL 282 757 285 957 99
NL 388 375 514 615 75
P 176 933 209 311 85
S 349 867 351 345 100
UK 831 539 837 768 99

ISL 1 744 876 1 754 393 99
N 2 615 220 2 620 073 100
(($ ��������� ���������� ��

EE 90 315 111 793 81
LT 20 967 33 594 62
LV 78 147 125 389 62
PL 131 057 235 112 56
Other CC - 614 909 -
&& ������� ��������� ��

7DEOH����&DWFKHV�LQ�������WRQQHV�

,FHODQG�DQG�1RUZD\�DUH�WKH�PDMRU�SOD\HUV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�

Iceland and Norway combined caught 4.4 million tonnes in the NE Atlantic in
1999, 51% of the 9.0 million EEA total.  Denmark (1.4 million tonnes) was the
major EU country in the area, followed by the United Kingdom (832 thousand
tonnes).

Spain and France of the marine NE Atlantic fishing nations are the least
dependant on the area (only 36% and 69% of their catches came from the
area in 1999) but they are also coastal nations of another area, the
Mediterranean, and they have distant water fisheries in other areas.
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In the period since 1973 (the first year for which comprehensive data are available) there has been a general
downward trend in the EU catches in the area from around 5.5 million tonnes in the 1970’s to 4.6 million tonnes in
1999 (figure 1).  The variation from year to year is much more pronounced since 1987.

By contrast the catches by Iceland and Norway have shown a general up-ward trend from 3.5 million tonnes in the
mid-1970s to 4.4 million tonnes currently.  However, again, the year-on-year variation is greater for the later part of
this period.

The time series of data for the Candidate Countries only starts in 1991 and there is little discernable trend in the
catches.

1RUWK�6HD�LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�]RQH�IRU�WKH�(8�ZLWKLQ�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF

>1RWH���IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�KDV�EHHQ�GLYLGHG�LQWR���VWDWLVWLFDO�]RQHV��VHH�)LJXUH������2QO\
GDWD�IRU�WKH�SHULRG���������DUH�DYDLODEOH�XVLQJ�WKLV�VWDWLVWLFDO�EUHDNGRZQ�@

Historically the North Sea (zone B) has been the most important fishing zone within the NE Atlantic for EU
countries (figure 2and table 2).  In 1998 it accounted for 1.8 million tonnes (35%) of the 5.1 million tonnes caught in
the NE Atlantic.  However the trend since 1974 (when the catch was 2.4 million tonnes or 42% of the total) is of
steadily declining catches until 1987 after which the decline continues but with larger year-on-year variations.

The next most important zone is the South and West of the British Isles (zone D) with a catch of 1.5 million tonnes,
30% of the total, in 1998.  The trend of catches in this zone since 1974 has been for a relatively steady increase.
The Baltic Sea (Zone C) and the Western Waters (zone E) have also shown a trend of steadily increasing catches
in the period since 1974.
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1RUWKHUQ�ZDWHUV�DUH�FUXFLDO�IRU�1RUZHJLDQ�ILVKHULHV

Not surprising given their geographical positions, the northern waters of the NE Atlantic are of major iimportance to
Iceland and Norway.  In 1998 1.7 million tonnes of the combined Icelandic and Norwegian catch was taken in the
Northern Waters (zone A) (see figure 3 and table 3).  This was 37% of the total catch of these two countries in the
NE Atlantic and 88% was taken by Norwegian vessels.  Iceland’s catches were largely made in Icelandic Waters
(zone G) - 1.4 million tonnes in 1998.

Since 1974 there have been very large changes in the year-on-year catches in the different zones.  The most
outstanding was the fall in catches by Norway and Iceland in the Northern Waters (zone A) from 2.2 million tonnes
in 1983 to 570 thousand tonnes in 1990.  This was largely due to the collapse of the fishery for capelin (0DOORWXV
YLOORVXV) from a catch of 1.5 million tonnes in 1983 to 5 thousand tonnes in 1990.  The total catch in this zone has
subsequently recovered but has yet to reach the level of 1983.  The catches in Icelandic Waters (zone G) although
demonstrating an upward trend have been subject to great annual variations.

7DEOH�����(8�FDWFKHV�LQ�]RQHV�RI�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�LQ������DQG�������WRQQHV�

)LJXUH�����&DWFKHV�E\�WKH�(8�LQ�]RQHV�RI�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�LQ���������

Zone 1974 1998
A:  Northern waters 474 061 143 073
B:  North Sea 2 427 746 1 758 098
C:  Baltic Sea 695 148 869 095
D:  S & W of British Isles 884 666 1 493 442
E: Southern waters 815 864 650 767
F:  Western waters 14 426 50 264
G:  Icelandic waters 81 406 19 537
H:  Faroese waters 218 792 320
I:  Greenland waters 32 579 70 433
Unknown 113 428 874
Total 5 758 116 5 055 903
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7KH�PDLQ�ILVKLQJ�JURXQGV�RI�WKH�&DQGLGDWH�&RXQWULHV�DUH�LQ�WKH�%DOWLF

Given that the Candidate Countries fishing in the NE Atlantic are all Baltic Sea coastal states it is not surprising that
that zone is of major importance.  Indeed, 284 thousand tonnes (89%) of the total 318 thousand tonnes caught in
the NE Atlantic were from the Baltic Sea in 1998 (table 4).

7DEOH����&DWFKHV��WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV��E\�,FHODQG�DQG�1RUZD\�FRPELQHG�LQ�]RQHV�RI�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�������DQG�����

)LJXUH�����&DWFKHV��WKRXVDQG�WRQQHV��E\�,FHODQG�DQG�1RUZD\�FRPELQHG�LQ�]RQHV�RI�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�����������

Area 1974 1998
Zone A 1 653 1 665
Zone B 715 734
Zone C 15 24
Zone D 74 494
Zone E - -
Zone F - 2
Zone G 17 40
Zone H 889 1 366
Zone I 13 215
Unknown 1 -
7RWDO ����� �����
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3HODJLF�ILVK�DUH�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�

The six most important fish species  in EU member countries’ catches in the NE Atlantic in 1998 were all from
pelagic fisheries.  The Atlantic herring (&OXSHD�KDUHQJXV) was the most important with a catch of 737 386 tonnes,
with 47% (348 601 tonnes) coming from the Baltic Sea (zone C) (Table 4).  The North Sea (zone B), the South and
West of the British Isles (zone D) and the Northern seas (zone A) also made significant contributions.  Sandeels
($PPRG\WHV) were the next important species with a catch of 684 832 tonnes, with the fishery in the North Sea
(zone B) accounting for most of the catch (668 573 tonnes or 98% of the total).  The European sprat (6SUDWWXV
VSUDWWXV), the third most important species, was principally caught in the Baltic Sea (zone C) but the three following
species, the Atlantic mackerel (6FRPEHU� VFRPEUXV), the Atlantic horse mackerel (7UDFKXUXV� WUDFKXUXV) and the
blue whiting (0LFURPHVLVWLXV�SRXWDVVRX) were all largely caught in fisheries to the South and West of the British
Isles (zone D).  The Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua) was the only demersal species in the top seven and the catch of
260 221 tonnes was taken predominantly from the North Sea (zone B) and the Baltic Sea (zone C).

Pelagic fish are also dominent in the catches of Iceland and Norway (table 5).  The Atlantic herring is again the
most important species with a catch in 1998 of 1.1 million tonnes, 83% from Northern waters (zone A).  The capelin
(0DOORWXV�YLOORVXV) was the next most important species with 76% of the total catch (838 291 tonnes) being taken
from Icelandic waters (zone H).  76% of the 639 179 tonnes of blue whiting was taken from the south and west of
the United Kingdom (zone D).  The 343 625 tonnes of sandeels was taken almost exclusively from the North Sea
(zone B).  Significant demersal fisheries for the Atlantic cod and the saith (Pollachius virens) are undertaken by
Iceland and Norway, largely in Northern waters (zone A), the North Sea (zone B) and Icelandic waters (zone H).

7DEOH�����0DMRU�VSHFLHV�FDXJKW�E\�,FHODQG�DQG�1RUZD\�LQ�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�LQ�������WRQQHV�

7DEOH����0DMRU�VSHFLHV�FDXJKW�E\�(8�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�LQ�������WRQQHV�

7DEOH����&DWFK��WRQQHV��E\�&DQGLGDWH�&RXQWULHV�LQ�]RQHV�RI�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�LQ�����

Area 1998
Zone A 9 701
Zone B 868
Zone C 283 936
Zone D -
Zone E -
Zone F 10 737
Zone G 7 689
Zone H -
Zone I -
Unknown 4 866
7RWDO �������

Zone A Zone B Zone C Zone D Zone E Zone F Zone G Zone H Zone I Unknown 7RWDO

HER - Atlantic herring 90 463 153 365 348 601 144 847 64 - 45 - - - �������

SAN - Sandeels - 668 573 10 667 5 349 243 - - - - - �������

SPR - European sprat - 140 871 308 602 10 853 - - - - - - �������

MAC - Atlantic mackerel 7 51 844 4 211 285 617 34 610 - 2 289 - - - �������

HOM - Atlantic horse mackerel - 16 347 3 501 270 058 39 661 - - - - - �������

WHB - Blue whiting 1 290 51 754 13 864 193 294 32 426 - 13 289 - - - �������

COD - Atlantic cod 39 893 108 374 80 033 31 010 302 - 292 9 308 - �������

Zone A Zone B Zone C Zone D Zone E Zone F Zone G Zone H Zone I Unknown 7RWDO

HER - Atlantic herring 918 352 97 719 10 591 5 317 - - - 77 326 - - ���������

CAP - Capelin - - - - - - - 633 822 204 469 - �������

WHB - Blue whiting 12 077 39 974 - 482 835 - - 35 780 68 513 - 210 070 �������

COD - Atlantic cod 315 095 5 823 1 293 88 - - 553 241 545 0 - �������

SAN - Sandeels - 343 624 - - - - - 1 - - �������

POK - Saithe 144 103 49 859 395 41 - - 54 30 531 - - �������

MAC - Atlantic mackerel 54 829 102 946 922 - - - - 0 - - �������
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Three species, the European sprat and the Atlantic herring (both from pelagic fisheries) and the Atlantic cod (from
demersal fisheries) are dominant in the catches of the Candidate Countries (Table 7).  As has been mentioned
above, the fisheries of these countries are very much concentrated in the Baltic Sea (zone C).

½ �(66(17,$/�,1)250$7,21�±�0(7+2'2/2*,&$/�127(6
l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l
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7KH�FDWFK�VWDWLVWLFV�KDYH�EHHQ�VXEPLWWHG�E\�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�WKH�([SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HD��,&(6��DQG�WR
WKH� )RRG� DQG� $JULFXOWXUH� 2UJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 8QLWHG� 1DWLRQV� �)$2�� RQ� 6WDWODQW� ��$� TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�� � 6LQFH� ����� WKH� GDWD� KDYH� EHHQ
VXEPLWWHG� E\� (($� FRXQWULHV� WR� (XURVWDW� XQGHU� WKH� WHUPV� RI� &RXQFLO� 5HJXODWLRQ� QR�� ��������� � (XURVWDW� JUDWHIXOO\� DFNQRZOHGJHV� WKH
FRQWULEXWLRQ�PDGH�E\�,&(6�DQG�)$2�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�GDWD�EDVH�XVHG�LQ�FRPSLOLQJ�WKLV�UHSRUW�

7KH�GDWD�DUH�H[SUHVVHG� LQ� WKH� OLYH�ZHLJKW�HTXLYDOHQW�RI� WKH� ODQGLQJV�� �7KH\�DUH�GHULYHG� IURP�WKH� ODQGHG�ZHLJKW�RI� WKH� ILVKHU\�SURGXFWV� WR
ZKLFK�FRQYHUVLRQ�IDFWRUV�KDYH�EHHQ�DSSOLHG���7KH�GDWD�H[FOXGH�DOO�TXDQWLWLHV�FDXJKW�EXW�QRW�ODQGHG�

7KH� (XURSHDQ� (FRQRPLF� $UHD� FRXQWULHV� �(($�� DUH� WKH� ��� 0HPEHU� 6WDWHV� RI� WKH� (XURSHDQ� 8QLRQ� �(8����� SOXV� ,FHODQG�� 1RUZD\� DQG
/LHFKWHQVWHLQ���7KH�ODWWWHU�KDV�QR�PDULQH�ILVKHULHV�

7KH�GDWD� IRU�*HUPDQ\� IRU� WKH�ZKROH�SHULRG�FRYHUHG�E\� WKLV� UHSRUW� LQFOXGH� WKH�GDWD� IRU� WKH�1HZ�/lQGHU� �WKH� IRUPHU�*HUPDQ�'HPRFUDWLF
5HSXEOLF��

7KH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��(8�����GDWD�DUH�IRU�WKH�FXUUHQW����0HPEHU�6WDWHV�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��HYHQ�IRU�SHULRGV�SULRU�WR�WKHLU�DFFHVVLRQ�

7KH�(8�&DQGLGDWH�&RXQWULHV�DUH�
%XOJDULD��%*� &\SUXV��&<� &]HFK�5HSXEOLF��&=�
(VWRQLD��((� +XQJDU\��+8� /DWYLD��/9�
/LWKXDQLD��/7� 0DOWD��07� 3RODQG��3/�
5RPDQLD��52� 6ORYDN�5HSXEOLF��6.� 6ORYHQLD��6,�
7XUNH\��75�

&XUUHQWO\�RQO\�(VWRQLD��/DWYLD��/LWKXDQLD�DQG�3RODQG�KDYH�ILVKHULHV�LQ�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�

7DEOH����0DMRU�VSHFLHV�LQ�WKH�FDWFKHV�RI�&DQGLGDWH�&RXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�1(�$WODQWLF�LQ�������WRQQHV�

Zone A Zone B Zone C Zone D Zone E Zone F Zone G Zone H Zone I Unknown 7RWDO

SPR - European sprat - - 140 574 - - - - - - - �������

HER - Atlantic herring - - 91 379 - - - - - - - ������

COD - Atlantic cod 1 902 25 37 922 - - - - - - - ������

MAC - Atlantic mackerel 5 096 - - - - - - 2 260 - 2 823 ������
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