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First Eurostat estimates (1) for the third quarter of 2000 point out that
economic growth within the euro-zone (2) and the EU-15 slowed, recording a
0.7% rate for the GDP of both areas (+0.8% and 0.9%, respectively, in the
previous quarter).

These results are mainly due to a strong acceleration in exports recorded in
the euro-zone and the EU-15 (+1.1 of the GDP variation for both areas), as
well as in imports (–1.3 of the GDP variation for both areas). Investment grew
slightly (+0.3 of the GDP variation for both areas), whereas the growth in final
consumption expenditure of households slowed (+0.2 and +0.3 of the GDP
variation, respectively).

Concerning the main partners of the European Union, the economy in the
United States grew by 0.7% in the third quarter of 2000, compared with 1.4%
in the previous quarter.

In comparison with the third quarter of 1999, the euro–zone and the EU-15
GDP rose by 3.4% (+3.7% and +3.6% respectively in the second quarter),
while a 5.3% growth was recorded in the United States.

In the first nine months of 2000, the euro-zone and the EU-15 GDP both
increased by 3.5%, compared to the first nine months of 1999. In the United
States the GDP grew by 5.6%.
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*'3  : Gross domestic product *)&): Gross fixed capital formation (;3: Exports

)&(+: Household final consumption expenditure ,6�     : Changes in inventories ,03 : Imports

)&(*: Government final consumption expenditure ''    : Domestic demand (%  : External balance
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