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Since 1994, Eurostat has produced annual European statistics on accidents at work,
applying a harmonised methodology based on national sources mainly of an
administrative nature. This publication covers the results for 1996. In addition to
information on the victims, their injuries and their economic activities, the 1996 data
cover two new aspects: the size of the enterprise, including information on the victim’s
professional status, and the duration of absence from work resulting from the accident,
which is a prime indicator of its cost. Furthermore, for the first time, the 1996 data
include information on "commuting accidents" occurring on the journey between home
and the place of work.

In 1996 in the European Union (EU), there were 4 757 611 accidents at work resulting
in more than three days’ absence from work, compared to 4 918 066 in 1994
(estimated numbers): this represents a downward trend from 1994 to 1996 of 3.3%.
These results relate to 88% of persons in employment in the EU, i.e. 131.5 million
workers. Related to this population, the number of accidents resulting in more than
three days’ absence per 100 000 persons in employment (incidence rate) in all of the
nine main branches of agriculture, industry, energy, construction, trade, transport and
business activities fell from 4 539 in 1994 to 4 229 in 1996 - a decrease of
approximately 7%.

The decrease in fatal accidents at work was even greater, with numbers falling from
6 423 in 1994 to 5 549 in 1996 in the EU and their incidence rate from 6.1 to 5.3 per
100 000, i.e. a fall of slightly more than 13%.

The risk of having an accident at work was higher for workers in local units of
companies with fewer than 50 employees and for the self-employed: their incidence
rate of fatal accidents was at least 6.3. For accidents resulting in more than three days’
absence, the incidence rate exceeded 5 000 for local units with 10 to 49 employees.

In addition to the major impact of these accidents in human terms, they also had a high
socio-economic cost: whereas for 47% of accidents the resulting absence from work
was more than three days but less than two weeks, for 48% the absence was between
two weeks and three months; for the remaining 5% of accidents, the consequence was
an absence of three months or more, or permanent partial or total disability. It is
estimated that 146 million work days were lost in 1996 in the EU and Norway owing to
accidents at work resulting in more than three days’ absence (4 832 329 accidents
including Norway), i.e. a mean of 30 days per accident and the equivalent of one day
of work lost per year for every person in employment.

Finally, it is possible from the information on commuting accidents from nine Member
States to estimate the number of accidents resulting in more than three days’ absence
throughout the EU at approximately 600 000 in 1996 (in addition to accidents at work).
The incidence rate was 489 per 100 000 (nine main branches). The number of fatal
commuting accidents, which were chiefly road traffic and transport accidents, was
around 2 900 for the entire EU, which makes an incidence rate of 2.9. In addition to
this, there were 1 847 fatal accidents at work (a third of the total of 5 549) in the branch
of transport and communication or, in the other main branches, caused by road traffic
accidents or accidents on means of transport during work, giving an overall total of
more than 4 700 for deaths of this type linked to work in 1996.
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1$&(�UHY� �(FRQRPLF�DFWLYLW\� 3HUVRQV $FFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V
�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN

LQ (VWLPDWHG ,QFLGHQFH�UDWH

6HFWLRQ��EUDQFK� HPSOR\PHQW QXPEHU��
�
� �QXPEHU�SHU���������SHUVRQV�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�

6XEVHFWLRQ�RU�GLYLVLRQ��VHFWRU� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 7UHQG��

������� �SLORW�\HDU� �
�
� ���������

Total - all branches of activity Total  131 509 ���������

Men  72 233 ���������

Women  53 237 ��������

Not specified (5)  6 039 ��������

A and D to K - total of 9 common branches (3) Total  93 729 ��������� �  4 539  4 266 ������ �����

Men  58 810 ��������� �  5 960  5 534 ������ �����

Women  31 185 �������� �  1 936  1 864 ������ �����

Not specified (5)  3 734 ��������

A Agriculture, hunting and forestry  5 334 �������� �  6 496  6 123 ������ ����

D Manufacturing  29 120 ��������� ������  5 071  4 962 ������ �����

of which (4) : da     Manufacture of food products, beverages and tobacco  3 202 �������� ������  7 360  6 920 ������ ������

db     Manufacture of textiles and textile products  2 437 ������� � :  2 765 ������

dc     Manufacture of leather and leather products   513 ������� � :  2 505 ������

dd     Manufacture of wood and wood products (6)   881 ������� �������  8 852  10 238 ������� �

de     Manufacture of pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing  2 517 ������� � :  2 795 ������

df     Manufacture of coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel   181 ������ � :  1 158 ������

dg     Manufacture of chemicals, chemical products and man-made fibres  1 904 ������� � :  2 431 ������

dh     Manufacture of rubber and plastic products  1 220 ������� � :  4 233 ������

di     Manufacture of other non-metallic mineral products  1 120 ������� ������  6 518  6 915 ������ ����

    (glass, ceramic goods, construction products)

dj     Manufacture of basic metals and fabricated metal products  4 263 �������� ������  8 650  9 022 ������ �����

dk     Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c.  3 218 �������� � :  3 708 ������

dl     Manufacture of electrical and optical equipment  3 393 ������� � :  2 858 ������

dm     Manufacture of transport equipment  2 714 ������� � :  2 936 ������

dn     Manufacturing n.e.c.  1 557 ������� � :  4 292 ������

E Electricity, gas and water supply  1 219 ������� � :  1 545 ������

of which (4) : e40     Electricity, gas, steam and hot water supply   979 ������� � :  1 368 ������

e41     Collection, purification and distribution of water   239 ������ � :  2 133 ������

F Construction  10 358 �������� ������  9 014  9 080 ������ ������

G Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles,  20 081 �������� ������  2 552  2 523 ������ �����

motorcycles and personal and household goods
H Hotels and restaurants (4)  5 130 �������� ������  4 121  3 645 ������ ������

I Transport, storage and communication  7 294 �������� �  6 139  5 790 ������ �����

of which (4) : i60     Land transport; transport via pipelines  3 085 �������� ������  5 732  5 139 ������ ����

i61     Water transport   106 ������ �  4 933  4 658 ������ �����

i62     Air transport   312 ������� �  5 470  4 397 ������ ������

i63     Supporting and auxiliary transport activities; activities of travel agencies  1 748 �������� �������  11 580  11 829 ������� �����

J+K Financial intermediation; real estate, renting and business activities  15 193 �������� ������  1 638  1 627 ������ �����

(1) See methodological notes on page 7 and calculation by Member State for all 9 common branches in Table 2 page 5.
(2) For 1994 the incidence was calculated for only 8 common branches, since NACE section E "Electricity, gas and water supply" was not covered by the data from all 15
    Member States until 1995; however, since this branch is not very significant, its exclusion in 1994 has very little impact on the mean incidence of all the common branches
    and the trend from 1994 to 1996.

(3) See the definition of "common branches" on page 4 and in the methodological notes on page 7.
(4) Incidences recorded outside Portugal; NACE section I "Transport, storage and communication" also includes division i64 "Post and telecommunications".
(5) Including all data from the Netherlands.
(6) The apparent trend in the wood manufacturing industry from 1994 to 1996 is not significant since in 1994 certain countries confused this sector with the manufacture of
    furniture, which comes under NACE subsection dn "Manufacturing n.e.c".
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1$&(�UHY� �(FRQRPLF�DFWLYLW\� 3HUVRQV )DWDO�DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN��
�
�

LQ 1XPEHU ,QFLGHQFH�UDWH

6HFWLRQ��EUDQFK� HPSOR\PHQW �QXPEHU�SHU���������SHUVRQV�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�

6XEVHFWLRQ�RU�GLYLVLRQ��VHFWRU� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 7UHQG��

������� �SLORW�\HDU� �
�
� ���������

Total - all branches of activity Total  131 509 ������

Men  72 233 ������

Women  53 237 �����

Not specified (5)  6 039 �����

A and D to K - total of 9 common branches (3) Total  93 729 ������ � 6.1 5.9 ��� ������

Men (5)  58 810 ������ � 8.2 8.0 ��� �

Women (5)  31 185 ����� � 0.8 0.7 ��� �

Not specified (5)  3 734 ����

A Agriculture, hunting and forestry  5 334 ����� � 14.0 13.8 ���� �����

D Manufacturing  29 120 ������ ��� 4.6 4.2 ��� ������

of which (4) : da     Manufacture of food products, beverages and tobacco  3 202 ����� ��� 9.2 5.2 ��� ������

db     Manufacture of textiles and textile products  2 437 ���� � : 2.1 ���

dc     Manufacture of leather and leather products   513 ��� � : 2.1 ���

dd     Manufacture of wood and wood products (6)   881 ���� ��� 4.8 9.5 ��� �

de     Manufacture of pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing  2 517 ���� � : 2.7 ���

df     Manufacture of coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel   181 ��� � : 1.1 ���

dg     Manufacture of chemicals, chemical products and man-made fibres  1 904 ���� � : 3.1 ���

dh     Manufacture of rubber and plastic products  1 220 ���� � : 2.5 ���
di     Manufacture of other non-metallic mineral products  1 120 ���� ���� 9.1 7.3 ��� ������

    (glass, ceramic goods, construction products)

dj     Manufacture of basic metals and fabricated metal products  4 263 ����� ��� 6.2 7.7 ��� �����

dk     Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c.  3 218 ���� � : 2.5 ���

dl     Manufacture of electrical and optical equipment  3 393 ����� � : 3.6 ���

dm     Manufacture of transport equipment  2 714 ���� � : 2.6 ���

dn     Manufacturing n.e.c.  1 557 ���� � : 2.6 ���

E Electricity, gas and water supply  1 219 ���� � : 4.4 ���

of which (4) : e40     Electricity, gas, steam and hot water supply   979 ���� � : 4.3 ���

e41     Collection, purification and distribution of water   239 ��� � : 4.1 ���

F Construction  10 358 ������ ���� 14.7 14.8 ���� �����

G Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles,  20 081 ����� ��� 2.8 2.9 ��� ������

motorcycles and personal and household goods
H Hotels and restaurants (4)  5 130 ���� ��� 1.9 1.8 ��� ������

I Transport, storage and communication  7 294 ����� � 13.7 13.7 ���� ������

of which (4) : i60     Land transport; transport via pipelines  3 085 ����� ���� 21.7 22.8 ���� �����

i61     Water transport   106 ���� � 38.4 30.8 ���� ������

i62     Air transport   312 ���� � 7.9 6.0 ��� ������

i63     Supporting and auxiliary transport activities; activities of travel agencies  1 748 ����� ���� 10.3 13.8 ���� �����

J+K Financial intermediation; real estate, renting and business activities  15 193 ����� ��� 2.2 1.8 ��� ������

(1) Including road traffic accidents and accidents on any means of transport occurring during work, except for Ireland, the United Kingdom and, in part, the Netherlands;
    incidences recorded outside the Netherlands, which records only immediate deaths on the day of the accident.

(2) For 1994 the incidence was calculated for only 8 common branches, since NACE section E "Electricity, gas and water supply" was not covered by the data from all 15
    Member States until 1995; however, since this branch is not very significant, its exclusion in 1994 has very little impact on the mean incidence of all the common branches
    and the trend from 1994 to 1996.

(3) See the definition of "common branches" on page 4 and in the methodological notes on page 7.
(4) Incidences recorded outside Portugal; NACE section I "Transport, storage and communication" also includes division i64 "Post and telecommunications".
(5) Not specified: including all data from the Netherlands;
    in 1994 and 1995, some fatal road traffic accidents were also classified as "not specified"; the apparent trend from 1994 to 1996 is therefore not significant.

(6) The apparent trend in the wood manufacturing industry from 1994 to 1996 is not significant since in 1994 certain countries confused this sector with the manufacture of
    furniture, which comes under NACE subsection dn "Manufacturing n.e.c".
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7KH�WUHQG�IRU������������DQ�RYHUDOO�IDOO�LQ�DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN

From 1994 to 1996, the incidence rate of accidents at work in
the EU (the number of accidents per 100 000 persons in
employment) decreased in several sectors of economic activity
in the 9 branches covered by the data from all Member States
(which are used to calculate the European incidence rates for
the "common" branches). The overall reduction in the incidence
rate of fatal accidents (5.3 in 1996, i.e. a drop of 13.1% in the 9
common branches as a whole) was approximately double that
of accidents resulting in more than 3 days' absence (incidence
rate of 4 229, down 6.8%). (Table 1)

+RZHYHU�� WKH� WUHQG� YDULHV� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� WKH� EUDQFK� DQG
VHFWRU�RI�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLW\�«

Among the activities with a high risk of accidents at work, there
was a noticeable decrease in the food and beverages industry
(incidence rate of accidents resulting in absence from work of
6 557 in 1996, i.e. 10.9% down on 1994, and rate of fatal
accidents of 4.7, i.e. a drop of almost a half), in the construction
(rates of 8 023 and 13.3 respectively, i.e. down 11.0% and
9.5%) and auxiliary transport services (10 526, down 9.1%, and
10.0, down 2.9%, although the drop relative to 1995 was
27.5%). By contrast, the incidence rate of accidents resulting in
more than three days' absence from work rose for a second
group of high-risk activities: agriculture (6 771, up 4.2%), the
wood industry, which had the highest incidence rate of
accidents resulting in an absence from work (10 793, up 5.4%
on 1995), the glass, ceramics and construction products
industry (6 533, up 0.2%) and land transport (6 000, up 4.7%).
In the basic metals and fabricated metal products sector, the
rate of deaths increased (7.7 or  24.2%). (Table 1 and Figure 1)

In other activities, there was a marked decrease for hotels and
restaurants (3 532 and 1.1, down 14.3% and 42.1%), air
transport (4 121 and 5.7, down 24.7% and 27.8%) and financial
intermediation, real estate, renting and business activities (1.6
for deaths, a drop of 27.3%). Finally, for the electricity, gas and
water supply, which is a new common branch, the incidence
rate of accidents resulting in absence from work was low in
1996 (1 619), but that of fatal accidents was higher than the
mean (5.7). (Table 1)

«� DQG� LV�PRVW�PDUNHG� LQ� WKH� DUHD� RI� KLJK�ULVN� DFWLYLWLHV
SHUIRUPHG�E\�PHQ

The activities for which the 1994-96 trend in accidents at work
(resulting in more than 3 days' absence) was worse than the
mean had a high proportion of female workers. In the EU,
almost one third of agricultural workers are women. In the retail
and repair sectors, they account for 44% (low incidence rate,
2 431, but a drop of only 4.7% from 1994 to 1996). By contrast,
only 9% of employees in construction are women. The
reduction of accidents resulting in absence was therefore less
in favour of women (1 924 per 100 000 in 1996, a fall of 0.6%)
than men, although the incidence for men still remained high
because their professions have a high risk of accident and
were less often part-time (5 458, a fall of 8.4%). (Table 1)

7KH�ULVN�RI�KDYLQJ�DQ�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN�YDULHV

0RVW�SURQH�WR�DFFLGHQW��WKH�\RXQJHVW�DQG�WKH�ROGHVW�«

Apart from differences due to economic activity, young people are
still most at risk from accidents at work. Narrower age bands
were introduced for 1996, allowing a more detailed analysis.

For the EU in 1996, the incidence rate of accidents at work
resulting in more than 3 days' absence went from 5 751 for the
18-24 age group to 3 558 for the 45-54 group, rising again to
4 063 for those aged 55-64 (9 common branches). The same
applied in the euro-zone, although the incidence rates here
were higher: from 7 101 for the 18-24 group to 4 155 for the

45-54 group, then up to 4 898 for those aged 55-64 (a mean
of 4 966). This rise in incidence rate after 55 years was not
observed in Belgium, Spain, Luxembourg, the Netherlands
and Finland. In Greece and Ireland, the incidence rate tended
to rise with age in general; in Sweden, it remained stable
throughout all age groups (except 55-64 years). (Table 2)

However, the incidence of fatal accidents in the EU in 1996
showed a continuous rising trend with age, from 3.8 for the 18-
24 age group (4.9 in the euro zone) to 8.7 for the 55-64 age
group (10.6). This increase occurred in all countries, despite
variations in the intermediate age groups.

)LJXUH����$FWLYLWLHV�ZLWK�D�KLJK�ULVN�RI�DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN

Branches and sectors of activity, among the nine common branches, 
accounting for more than 1% of the total number of accidents and with an 

incidence rate higher than the mean of the nine branches in the EU in 1996.

$FFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V
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In the EU in 1996, the mean incidence rate of fatal road traffic
accidents and fatal transport accidents during work was 1.7
per 100 000 in the 9 common branches (a third of the total of
5.3, since the incidence rate excluding these accidents was
3.6) for 1 847 deaths (4 858 – 3 011). It also reached its
maximum in the 55-64 age group: 2.8 (8.7 – 5.9). (Table 2)

«� DQG� WKRVH� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� ORFDO� XQLWV� RI� IHZHU� WKDQ� ��
HPSOR\HHV

In the EU in 1996, the incidence rate of fatal accidents to
employees and their employers was highest for small local
units of enterprise (see definition on page 7) with fewer than
50 employees: 6.8 for those with 1 to 9 employees and 6.3 for
those with 10 to 49 employees. By contrast, the incidence for
large local units of 250 or more employees was less than half
of the average, at 2.7. For accidents resulting in more than 3
days' absence, the picture was similar, but only for units of 10
to 49 employees: 5 195 per 100 000 in the EU and Norway.
For 1 to 9 employees, the incidence was only slightly above
the mean (4 241) and only 30% lower than that for units of
over 249 employees (2 943). However, this overall breakdown
needs to be examined in the future in more detail by economic
activity. (Table 3 and Figure 2)

In local units with 50 to 249 employees, the incidence was
slightly below the overall level (4 043 and 3.4), with rates more

likely to be high for lower numbers of employees (i.e. nearer to
50) and low as their numbers approached 250.

For the self-employed and unpaid family workers, the picture
was mixed: there was a high incidence of fatal accidents (6.3),
but a low incidence of accidents resulting in absence (3 557)
(Table 3 and Figure 2). The contradictory picture for this
category of worker and, to a lesser extent, for very small
enterprises might be explained by the nature of the profession
and a tendency to under-report minor accidents.

)LJXUH����5LVN�RI�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]H�RI
WKH�ORFDO�XQLW�RI�WKH�HQWHUSULVH

7DEOH����$FFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�LQ�(XURSH�E\�0HPEHU�6WDWH�DQG�DJH�LQ��������QLQH�FRPPRQ�EUDQFKHV�RI�DFWLYLW\
3HUVRQV $FFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V
�DEVHQFH � )DWDO�DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN

LQ 1XPEHU $YHUDJH (VWLPDWHG 6WDQGDUGLVHG�LQFLGHQFH�UDWH � 1XPEHU 6WDQGDUGLVHG�LQFLGHQFH�UDWH
HPSOR\PHQW RI�FDVHV UHSRUWLQJ QXPEHU �VWDQGDUGLVHG�QXPEHU�RI�DFFLGHQWV� � �VWDQGDUGLVHG�QXPEHU�RI�DFFLGHQWV�
������� UHSRUWHG OHYHO�� SHU���������SHUVRQV�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW� � SHU���������SHUVRQV�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� � ���� ���� ����
WRWDO 7RWDO ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� WRWDO 7RWDO ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

D E F G� �E���F� H���� \HDUV \HDUV \HDUV \HDUV \HDUV I J���� \HDUV \HDUV \HDUV \HDUV \HDUV

   Including road traffic accidents and accidents on any
   means of transport occurring during work (7) 

(8��� ������� ��������� �� ��������� ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ (8��� ������ ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

(85������� ������� ��������� �� ��������� � ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ (85��� ������ � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����

   Excluding the transport and communications branch and
  National data from the insurance system covering accidents at work (3)    excluding road traffic accidents and accidents on any

B  1 840  86 814 100  86 814  4 415  5 059  8 816  5 096  4 400  3 814  2 904    means of transport occuring during work (8)
D  24 000 1 266 909 100 1 266 909  5 583  5 098  7 599  5 410  4 577  3 960  4 855 (8��� ������ ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
EL  1 208  18 334 39  46 838  3 702  3 783  3 871  3 568  3 638  4 146  4 471 (85��� ������ � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
E  7 719  488 756 100  488 756  6 166  6 736  8 497  7 490  6 335  5 932  4 828 B   76 6.0 5.5 5.3 4.5 4.9 7.3 9.5
F  12 156  570 381 100  570 381  5 515  4 964  7 777  5 140  4 259  4 006  4 785 DK   46 2.8 3.0 1.6 2.6 1.8 4.3 4.1
I  14 653  580 358 (5)  643 229  4 641  4 179  5 600  3 905  3 683  3 998  5 127 D   776 3.7 3.5 2.6 2.9 3.1 3.2 6.3
L   186  8 275 100  8 275  4 508  4 741  6 538  4 959  4 423  3 887  3 372 EL   39 4.3 3.7 1.3 2.5 4.9 4.5 6.7
A (5)  2 675  88 534 . .  5 259  3 554  3 605  2 787  3 026  3 268  6 413 E   396 7.0 5.9 4.1 5.7 5.6 8.0 6.9
P (5) (6)  2 114  134 327 . .  7 361  6 949  8 586  6 747 :  5 597 : F   366 4.3 3.6 2.8 2.3 3.3 5.4 8.1
FIN  1 348  43 301 100  43 301  3 914  3 372  4 753  3 532  3 325  3 101  2 855 IRL   17 3.9 3.3 . . . . .

I   569 5.3 4.1 3.7 2.8 3.5 5.2 7.7
  National data from declarations made to another competent authority (4) L   18 . . . . . . .

DK  1 649  24 777 56  44 172  2 653  2 704  3 203  3 038  2 661  2 436  2 539 NL (7)   86 : : : : : : :
IRL   692  3 433 36  9 498   852  1 494  1 223  1 456  1 778  1 708  1 628 A   150 3.4 5.4 1.8 3.1 4.6 5.9 15.7
NL (6)  3 734  25 503 (5)  153 613  4 287  4 251  7 271  4 290  3 473  2 909  2 735 P (6)   172 9.7 9.6 7.6 7.4 : 12.0 :
S  2 457  14 957 50  29 649  1 123  1 217  1 237  1 210  1 230  1 230  1 370 FIN   21 3.6 1.7 1.0 2.2 1.4 1.8 2.1
UK  17 299  109 837 42  261 280  1 915  1 550  1 637  1 619  1 550  1 477  1 646 S   44 2.1 2.1 1.0 0.9 2.1 1.9 4.0
NO (6)  1 153  18 675 (5)  46 689 :  4 352  4 872  4 817  4 008  3 853  4 938 UK   235 1.7 1.9 1.1 1.3 1.9 2.4 2.3
(1) e = (d / a) x 100 000 then standardisation and g = (f / a) x 100 000 then standardisation; see metholodogical notes on page 7.
(2) The euro-zone (EUR-11) consists of Belgium, Germany, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Austria, Portugal and Finland.
(3) Public insurance (social security) or private insurance, depending on Member States. (4) Usually the Labour Inspectorate.
(5) Italy: 100% except for the self-employed in craft professions: 65%; Austria: 100% except for agriculture and public administration - the 1994 data included accidents with 1 to 3
    days’ absence, this is no longer the case in 1996; Portugal: almost 100%; the Netherlands: <30% or 30 to 70% depending on the branch of activity; Norway: between 25 and 100%.
(6) 1996: Portugal and Norway = 1995 data; the Netherlands = estimates based on 1994 data; Portugal: the 25-34 years range includes the ages 35-44, and the 45-54 years range
    includes the ages 55-64.
(7) Except for Ireland and the United Kingdom which do not have data on this type of accident; the Netherlands (excluded from the incidence calculation): only immediate deaths.
(8) National breakdown by age drawn up as a proportion of the national division by age which includes road traffic accidents and accidents on any means of transport during work.

EU and Norway in 1996 - Nine common branches of activity
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0DMRU�KXPDQ�DQG�HFRQRPLF�FRQVHTXHQFHV

Preliminary information is provided on the seriousness of
accidents at work in 1996. Of the total number of accidents in
the EU and Norway, 95% resulted in less than 3 months'
absence from work, divided equally between short absences
of more than 3 days but less than 2 weeks and more serious
cases lasting from 2 weeks up to less than 3 months.
However, for 251 747 workers (5%), the disability was even
longer (3 months or more) or was permanent. (Table 4)

Of course, the seriousness varied depending on the type of
injury caused by the accident. Head injuries were mostly of a
minor nature, since 63% resulted in an absence from work of
less than 2 weeks; however, they also accounted for 28% of

fatal accidents. More than two thirds of accidents caused
injuries to upper and lower limbs, but injuries to the legs and
feet were more serious: in 52% of cases, disability lasted
between 2 weeks and less than 3 months; in 6% of cases, it
lasted 3 months or more, or was permanent. The most serious
accidents involved multiple injuries or injuries to the whole
body, with 11% resulting in absences of at least 3 months or
permanent disability. They also accounted for one third of the
deaths. (Table 4)

The minimum and maximum number of days lost following all
accidents were 98.1 million and 193.9 million, estimated on
the basis of the lower and upper limits of each length of
absence from work. Taking the mean of these values (146
million), the total number of lost days' work for 1996 in the EU
and Norway can be estimated for the 4 832 329 accidents at
work resulting in more than 3 days' absence. The mean
absence was therefore 30 days. However, this is compounded
by the more serious accidents: the median (50% of accidents)
was approximately 2 weeks (47%), and 62% of accidents
caused less than 3 weeks' absence from work. (Table 4)

In addition, Eurostat has estimated the total direct costs for
insurance schemes covering accidents at work (cost of all
medical care, daily allowances, present and future
compensation for cases of permanent disability and death in
the year) at approximately 20 billion euro per year in the EU,
basing this assessment on the data for some Member States.
Two thirds of this amount is concentrated in the four high-risk
branches (agriculture, manufacturing, construction and
transport). It is divided up equally between the cost of the
short-term effects of accidents (medical expenses and daily
allowances) and that of the long-term effects of more serious
cases (permanent disability and death).

7DEOH����$FFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�(8�DQG�1RUZD\�E\�SDUW�RI�WKH�ERG\�LQMXUHG�DQG�OHQJWK�RI�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�LQ�����
�$OO�EUDQFKHV�RI�DFWLYLW\

7DEOH����$FFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�(8�DQG�1RUZD\�LQ������E\
VL]H�RI�ORFDO�XQLW�RI�WKH�ZRUNHU
V�HQWHUSULVH

$OO�EUDQFKHV�RI�DFWLYLW\

$FFLGHQWV�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ )DWDO�DFFLGHQWV
��GD\V
�DEVHQFH (excluding Norway)

��RI�WKH ,QFLGHQFH ��RI�WKH ,QFLGHQFH

WRWDO UDWH���� WRWDO UDWH����

Self-employed (2) 7.6  3 557 12.0 6.3

Employers and employees
according to the number of

employees of the local unit (3)
Between 1 and 9 24.7  4 241 33.1 6.8
Between 10 and 49 27.4  5 195 27.0 6.3
Between 50 and 249 22.5  4 043 15.4 3.4
250 or more 17.8  2 943 12.5 2.7
RI�ZKLFK�EHWZHHQ�����DQG���� ��� ���

����RU�PRUH ���� ���

Total 100.0  4 229 100.0 5.3

The breakdown and incidence of accidents at work according to the size of the local unit for
the EU and Norway are estimated from the available data for 10 Member States plus Norway
(no information for Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal, Finland and the United Kingdom).
(1) Number per 100 000 persons in employment in the 9 common branches.

(2) Includes family workers except for paid employees of a family business.

(3) See the definition of "local unit" in the methodologial notes on page 7.

3HUFHQWDJH�E\�SDUW�RI�ERG\�LQMXUHG 1XPEHU�RI�GD\V�ORVW��
�
�

+HDG 1HFN %DFN 7RUVR /LPEV��
�
� :KROH 2WKHUV�����DQG 7RWDO 7RWDO������������ 0HDQ�SHU

�
�
� �

�
� �

�
� 8SSHU /RZHU ERG\��

�
� QRW�VSHFLILHG 0LQLPXP 0D[LPXP 0HDQ DFFLGHQW

$FFLGHQWV�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V
�DEVHQFH

%UHDNGRZQ�E\�OHQJWK�RI�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�� � �

Less than 2 weeks 63 44 48 45 48 42 42 41 �� 13.3 23.4 ���� �

From 2 weeks to less than 3 months 34 52 46 51 48 52 47 51 �� �
�
� 53.0 124.6 ���� ��

3 months or more, or permanent incapacity 3 4 6 4 4 6 11 8 � 31.8 45.9 ���� ���
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 ��� 98.1 193.9 ����� ��

%UHDNGRZQ�E\�SDUW�RI�ERG\�LQMXUHG � � � � �� �� � � ���

)DWDO�DFFLGHQWV�(excluding Norway)

%UHDNGRZQ�E\�SDUW�RI�ERG\�LQMXUHG �� � � �� � � �� �� ���

(1) The breakdown of accidents at work by the length of absence from work and the corresponding number of days lost for all the EU and Norway are estimated from the
     data available for 10 Member States (no information for Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Portugal, Finland and Norway).
(2) Neck and back: include spine and vertebrae; torso: includes internal organs of the rib cage and abdominal area;
     limbs: include hands (upper limbs) and feet (lower limbs); whole body: includes multiple sites of the injured body.
(3) Including deaths having only a medical origin occurring at work in France (not applicable for all other countries), see methodological notes on page 7.
(4) Of which 15% for 2 weeks to less than 3 weeks, and 11% for 3 weeks to less than 1 month.
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$FFLGHQWV�RQ�WKH�MRXUQH\�WR�DQG�IURP�ZRUN

From 1996, harmonised results have been produced for
"commuting" accidents for 9 Member States (Belgium, Germany,
Spain, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Austria, Finland and Sweden).
These are accidents occurring during the normal journey
between the home, the place of work and, where appropriate,
the place where meals are usually taken. These countries
present a fairly representative picture of the situation in Europe.

In 1996, there were 412 308 commuting accidents with more
than 3 days' absence in these 9 countries, giving a figure of
around 587 000 (extrapolated) for the entire EU (these cases
are not included in the 4 757 611 accidents at work proper).
The incidence rate was 489 per 100 000, almost 9 times less
than that of accidents at work. Like that of accidents at work,
the rate for commuting accidents fell from 869 for the 18-24
age group to 380 for the 45-54 group, but rose again to 444
for those aged 55-64 (mean level for the 25-34). However,
women were more seriously affected: 520 per 100 000,
compared with 473 for men. (Table 5)

In the 9 countries, there were 1 840 fatal commuting accidents
in 1996, approximately 2 900 for the entire EU. Proportionally,
the incidence was much higher : 2.9, more than half that of
accidents at work (Table 5). Most of these deaths were road
traffic accidents or accidents on means of transport, which
also represented one third of fatal accidents at work. The risks
related to road traffic are therefore one of the major factors in
death at work or on the way to or from work, since road
transport and travel currently have a central socio-economic
role in the activity of all companies.

As with accidents at work, men were more prone to fatal
commuting accidents: 3.7 per 100 000. However, young
people were also at a high risk: 5.1 for the 18-24 age group,
as against 2.3 for those aged from 35 to 54. (Table 5)

½ �(66(17,$/�,1)250$7,21�±�0(7+2'2/2*,&$/�127(6
l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l

(XURSHDQ�VWDWLVWLFV�RQ�DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�DUH�SURGXFHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�)UDPHZRUN�&RXQFLO�'LUHFWLYH��������((&�RI����-XQH�������RQ�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ
WKH�VDIHW\�DQG�KHDOWK�RI�ZRUNHUV�DW�ZRUN���LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�KDUPRQLVHG�GHILQLWLRQV�DQG�FODVVLILFDWLRQV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO
/DERXU�2IILFH��7KH\�FRYHU�DOO�EUDQFKHV�RI�DFWLYLW\�DQG�DOO�SURIHVVLRQDO�VWDWXVHV��WKRVH�RI�VDODULHG�HPSOR\HHV�DQG�VHOI�HPSOR\HG�SHUVRQV�
$Q�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN�LV�D�GLVFUHWH�RFFXUUHQFH�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�ZRUN�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�SK\VLFDO�RU�PHQWDO�KDUP��7KLV�GHILQLWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�DFFLGHQWV�RFFXUULQJ
GXULQJ�ZRUN�EXW�RII�WKH�FRPSDQ\
V�SUHPLVHV��DW�D�FXVWRPHU
V�� LQ�SXEOLF�SODFHV�DQG�RQ�PHDQV�RI� WUDQVSRUW���HYHQ�WKRVH�FDXVHG�E\�WKLUG�SDUWLHV�� ,W�DOVR
LQFOXGHV� URDG� WUDIILF� DFFLGHQWV� �IRU� ORUU\� GULYHUV� RU� HPSOR\HHV� RQ� EXVLQHVV� WULSV�� IRU� H[DPSOH��� )LQDOO\�� LW� LQFOXGHV� DFXWH� SRLVRQLQJ�� EXW� H[FOXGHV
DFFLGHQWV�KDYLQJ�RQO\�D�PHGLFDO�RULJLQ��VXFK�DV�KHDUW�DWWDFNV�DW�ZRUN��DQG�RFFXSDWLRQDO�GLVHDVHV�
$Q�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V·�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�LV�DQ�DFFLGHQW�IROORZHG�E\�D�UHVXPSWLRQ�RI�ZRUN�WKH�ILIWK�GD\�RU�ODWHU�DIWHU�WKH�GD\
RI�WKH�DFFLGHQW��L�H��DW�OHDVW���GD\V
�DEVHQFH���$�IDWDO�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN�LV�DQ�DFFLGHQW�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�YLFWLP��LQ�SULQFLSOH�ZLWKLQ�RQH�\HDU�
$�FRPPXWLQJ�DFFLGHQW�LV�DQ�DFFLGHQW�ZKLFK�RFFXUV�GXULQJ�WKH�QRUPDO�MRXUQH\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�KRPH��WKH�SODFH�RI�ZRUN�DQG�WKH�XVXDO�SODFH�ZKHUH�PHDOV�DUH
WDNHQ��,W�LV�QRW�DQ�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN��7KH�MRXUQH\�WR�RU�IURP�ZRUN�FDQ�LQFOXGH�QRUPDO�DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�FROOHFWLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�VFKRRO��
7KH�UHSRUWLQJ�OHYHO�LV�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�UHSRUWHG�DFFLGHQWV�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V¶�DEVHQFH�DPRQJVW�WKRVH�RFFXUULQJ��7KH���0HPEHU�6WDWHV�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�LV
FRPSXOVRU\�WR�UHSRUW�DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�LQ�RUGHU�WR�TXDOLI\�IRU�WUHDWPHQW�XQGHU�VRFLDO�VHFXULW\�RU�LQVXUDQFH�VFKHPHV�UHFRUG�DOPRVW�DOO�DFFLGHQWV��,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH\
DUH�RQO\�SDUWLDOO\�UHFRUGHG�LQ�'HQPDUN��*UHHFH��,UHODQG��WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��6ZHGHQ��WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�1RUZD\��)RU�WKHVH���FRXQWULHV��DQG�LQ�SDUW�IRU�,WDO\�
$XVWULD�DQG�3RUWXJDO���(XURVWDW�HVWLPDWHV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DFFLGHQWV��DGMXVWLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV�UHSRUWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHSRUWLQJ�OHYHO�
7KH�LQGLFDWRU�RI� WKH� OHYHO�RI� ULVN�RI�DQ�DFFLGHQW�DW�ZRUN� WR�ZKLFK�HPSOR\HG�SHUVRQV�DUH�H[SRVHG� LV� WKH�LQFLGHQFH�UDWH� ��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DFFLGHQWV�DW
ZRUN�RFFXUUHG� �� QXPEHU�RI�HPSOR\HG�SHUVRQV� LQ� WKH�VWXGLHG� UHIHUHQFH�SRSXODWLRQ��;����������7KH� LQFLGHQFH� UDWHV� IRU� IDWDO� DFFLGHQWV�DUH�FDOFXODWHG
VHSDUDWHO\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�D�FRXQWU\�LQIOXHQFHV�WKH�YDOXH�RI�LWV�WRWDO�IUHTXHQF\��D��VWDQGDUGLVHG��LQFLGHQFH�UDWH�LV
WKHUHIRUH�FDOFXODWHG�IRU�HDFK�0HPEHU�6WDWH�E\�JLYLQJ�HDFK�EUDQFK�WKH�VDPH�ZHLJKW�DW�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO�DV�LQ�WKH�(8�WRWDO�
7KH�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�(XURVWDW
V�/DERXU�)RUFH�6XUYH\��H[FHSW�IRU�6SDLQ�DQG�/X[HPERXUJ��IRU�ZKLFK�VRFLDO�VHFXULW\�UHFRUGV�DUH�XVHG��
)RU�������WKH�LQFLGHQFHV�DUH�FDOFXODWHG�IRU�WKH���PDLQ�EUDQFKHV�RI�DFWLYLW\��1$&(�UHY���VHFWLRQV��UHIHUUHG�WR�DV��FRPPRQ��ZKLFK�DUH�SXUVXHG�LQ�WKH����0HPEHU
6WDWHV�DQG�1RUZD\�DQG�FRYHU�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�UHIHUHQFH�SRSXODWLRQ��+RZHYHU��DFFLGHQW�FRYHUDJH�LV�LQFRPSOHWH�IRU�FHUWDLQ�VSHFLILF�VHFWRUV�RU�SURIHVVLRQDO�VWDWXVHV
LQ� WKH���FRPPRQ�EUDQFKHV� IRU������ ������GDWD� IRU�3RUWXJDO�DQG�1RUZD\��DQG������GDWD� IRU�DFFLGHQWV� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ�DEVHQFH� IRU� WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�� ��%HOJLXP�
*UHHFH��6SDLQ��)UDQFH��WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��$XVWULD��3RUWXJDO��)LQODQG�DQG�1RUZD\��GR�QRW�RU�GR�QRW�IXOO\�FRYHU�HPSOR\HUV��WKH�VHOI�HPSOR\HG�DQG�IDPLO\�ZRUNHUV�
LQFOXGLQJ�DJULFXOWXUH��H[FHSW�IRU�6SDLQ��$XVWULD�DQG�1RUZD\���%HOJLXP��'HQPDUN��*UHHFH��)UDQFH��,WDO\��WKH�1HWKHUODQGV��WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�1RUZD\��GR�QRW
RU�GR�QRW�IXOO\�FRYHU�UDLO�DQG�RU�VHD�DQG�RU�DLU�WUDQVSRUW��,UHODQG�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��H[FOXGLQJ�URDG�WUDIILF�DFFLGHQWV�DQG�1RUWKHUQ�,UHODQG�
7KH�ORFDO�XQLW�LV�DQ�HQWHUSULVH�RU�SDUW�WKHUHRI�VLWXDWHG�LQ�D�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\�LGHQWLILHG�SODFH�ZKHUH�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLW\�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�RU�FDQ�VDLG�WR�EH�EDVHG�

7DEOH���&RPPXWLQJ�DFFLGHQWV�LQ�WKH�(8�E\�VH[�DQG�DJH

$FFLGHQWV�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ )DWDO�DFFLGHQWV
���� ��GD\V
�DEVHQFH �

1XPEHU ��RI�WKH ,QFLGHQFH 1XPEHU ��RI�WKH ,QFLGHQFH

WRWDO UDWH���� WRWDO UDWH����

��0HPEHU�6WDWHV����

7RWDO �������� ����� ��� ���� ����� ���

Men  208 454 50.6 473 1420 77.2 3.7
Women  203 783 49.4 520 420 22.8 1.4
Not specified   71 .

18-24 years  76 850 18.6 869 362 19.7 5.1
25-34 years  117 173 28.4 489 546 29.7 2.9
35-44 years  90 513 22.0 385 410 22.3 2.3
45-54 years  74 355 18.0 380 309 16.8 2.3
55-64 years  39 807 9.7 444 157 8.5 2.5
Others, unspecified  13 610 3.3   56 3.0

(8����WRWDO

�HVWLPDWH� �������� ��� ������ ���

(1) For 1996, data on commuting accidents are available for Belgium, Germany, Spain, France,
    Italy, Luxembourg, Austria, Finland and Sweden.
(2) Number of commuting accidents per 100 000 persons in employment; this rate is calculated
    for the same 9 common branches of activity as for accidents at work.
(3) For the total reference population covered for accidents at work: 131.5 million persons
    in employment.
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