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First Eurostat estimates1 point out that economic growth rose by 0.9%
within the euro-zone 2 and the EU–15 during the first quarter of 2000.
These figures follow a rise of 0.9% and 0.8%, respectively for the euro-
zone and EU–15, in the previous quarter.

Amongst the components of GDP, exports recorded an acceleration
(+1.3 and +1.2, respectively, of the GDP variation in the euro–zone
and the EU–15), as well as imports (-1.4 and -1.3 of the GDP variation,
respectively). The growth of the final consumption expenditure of
households slightly rose in the two zones (+0.6 of the GDP variation
for both zones). Gross fixed capital formation stagnated in the euro-
zone as well as in the EU–15 (+0.0 of the GDP variation for both).

In the United States, economic growth reached 1.3% in the second
quarter of 2000, after 1.2% in the previous quarter. Conversely, the
Japanese GDP slowed down to 1.0% growth, after 2.5% in the first
quarter.

Compared to the second quarter of 1999, GDP rose by 3.8% in the
euro-zone (compared to 3.4% in the first quarter) and by 3.7% in the
EU–15 (compared to 3.3%). In the United States it rose by 6.0%, and
in Japan by 0.8%.

During the first half of year 2000, the euro-zone and EU–15 GDP
increased by 3.6% and 3.5%, respectively, compared to the first half of
1999. GDP increased by 5.7% in the United States and by 0.8% in
Japan.
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*'3 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.7 1.4 : 1.4 2.0 1.2 1.3 -1.0 -1.6 2.5 1.0

+)&( 0.8 0.5 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.9 1.0 0.7 0.5 1.4 : 1.2 1.4 1.8 0.7 -0.2 -1.6 1.7 1.1
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*'3 1 493 265.6 1 856 512.7 : 1 745 534.3 1 049 532.1

+)&(  839 232.6 1 070 583.2 : 1 170 678.9  628 174.1

*)&(  290 516.4  361 324.3 :  235 790.9  102 469.3

*)&)  322 266.6  392 475.3 :  399 539.3  285 602.8

,6  10 935.8  10 937.9 :  20 201.3  4 011.7

'' 1 462 951.4 1 835 320.7 : 1 826 210.4 1 020 257.9

(;3  560 597.2  688 674.9 :  216 674.5  123 591.2

,03  530 282.9  667 482.9 :  297 350.7  94 317.0

(%  30 314.3  21 192.0 : - 80 676.1  29 274.3
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*'3  : Gross domestic product *)&): Gross fixed capital formation (;3: Exports

)&(+: Household final consumption expenditure ,6�     : Changes in inventories ,03 : Imports

)&(*: Government final consumption expenditure ''    : Domestic demand (%  : External balance
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DGMXVWHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�QDWLRQDO�DGMXVWPHQW�SURFHGXUHV�
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*'3 Q/Q-1 1.0 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.7 1.4 : 1.4 2.0 1.2 1.3 -1.0 -1.6 2.5 1.0
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+)&( Q/Q-1 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.9 : 0.8 1.0 1.2 0.5 -0.1 -1.0 1.0 0.7

4�4�� 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.9 1.7 1.7 1.6 2.0 2.2 2.1 2.2 : 3.5 3.7 4.0 3.6 1.0 0.1 0.6 0.6
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