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3LORWVXUYH\RIWKHXVHRISODQWKHDOWKSURGXFWV
RQDJULFXOWXUDOKROGLQJVLQ6SDLQ
,
,1752'8&7,21
The surveys of plant health products in Spain will be implemented in the following
stages:
1. a preliminary study of the bases for establishing the future surveys of plant health
products;
2. methodological design, selection of a sample of holdings and conduct of a pilot
survey in one Spanish province with the aim of testing the effectiveness of the
sample selection system and the model survey of farmers, calculation of estimators
for the main variables;
3. implementation of a national survey of plant health products.
This report concerns the first stage, which investigated the possibilities of optimum
collection of information on the technical aspects related to crop diseases and
treatments.
To that end, the field work manual and questionnaire were drawn up in cooperation with
the sectors concerned: farmers, enumerators and public bodies responsible for crop
protection. These were then tested in action in four provinces with different production
structures and different crops (and fruit and vegetables in particular).
Furthermore, in view of possible reluctance to provide this kind of information, an
DGYDQFHSXEOLFLW\VWUDWHJ\ has been devised with a view to securing the most objective,
reliable, verifiable and timely information possible.
Lastly, some indicators are given for ensuring that the selection of the sample of farmers
is highly representative.
,, 0(7+2'2/2*,&$/'(9(/230(17
The following operations were carried out:
1. The information provided by the “Survey of Means of Production on Agricultural
Holdings in Spain 1997” was analysed with a view to:
− identifying the main pests treated in the various crops;
− identifying the forms of treatment (direct or by service enterprises);
− identifying the frequency of treatment.
Further information is available from:
− manufacturers and distributors of plant health products;
− enterprises providing pest control services;
− Community tables (Eurostat) of the main active ingredients and the
commercial presentations of the most widely used plant health products.
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As a result, a technical and agronomic record has been designed and completed which
gives national averages for each of the crops (fruit and vegetables) and the most
important specifications. This work provides a picture of activity in the sector and has
laid the foundations for subsequent operations.
2. The crops to be investigated in the trial and the areas in which the trial was to be
conducted were selected:
− The crops selected were fruit and vegetables, as these require greater use of
plant health products and account for a substantial part of agricultural
production in Spain.
− The provinces were selected on the basis of their production characteristics:
Almería (vegetables grown under glass), La Rioja (vegetables grown in the
open air), Zaragoza (stone and pome fruit) and Valencia (citrus fruit).
3. Specific questionnaires were designed with the characteristics to be investigated.
4. Ten questionnaires were completed in each of the four provinces chosen in the
second stage to test the viability of the overall project.
Drawing on the experience acquired in conducting the Survey of Means of Production
and the opinions expressed by the sectors concerned, a manual was designed with a
questionnaire to be completed in the 40 trial holdings. The proposed final version
incorporates the suggestions provided by the respondent-enumerators.
5. The study and conclusions for the conduct of the future national survey of plant
health products were presented.
,,, $1$/<6,62)7+(,1)250$7,213529,'('%<7+(³6859(<2)
0($162)352'8&7,2121$*5,&8/785$/+2/',1*6,163$,1
´
The analysis provides a summary of the use of plant health products in Spain, drawn
from information gleaned from the “Survey of Means of Production on Agricultural
Holdings 1997, which was conducted by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food.
The results analysed refer to fruit and vegetable crops: citrus fruit, non-citrus fruit,
vegetables grown in the open air and vegetables grown under glass. The tables were
compiled by Autonomous Communities and for the entire national territory.
The information contained in these tables covers:
− the pests or diseases treated;
− the product used, in terms of the NLQG RI SURGXFW: herbicides, insecticides,
acaricides, nematicides, soil fumigants and disinfectants, fungicides,
bactericides, growth regulators, bionutrients, deficiency correctors and leaf
composts, warehouse and seed treatments, rodenticides, etc. and their
FRPPHUFLDO QDPHV, with the aim of making it possible subsequently to
calculate formulations;
− the quantities of product used: unit of each product, number of treatments,
average dose;

AGRI-ENV/FEB01/6.2d

P. 6

− the average price of products.
These tables provide a basis for analysis, and permit crops and crop systems to be
identified by:
− the main pests or diseases treated;
− the forms of treatment and frequency of treatment, i.e. which plant health
products are used to deal with the main pests and how many times these
treatments are applied.
A table provided gives an example of this.
,9 ),(/':25.0$18$/$1'48(67,211$,5(
The information analysed in the previous section was borne in mind when designing the
manual and the questionnaire to be used by the enumerators to collect the information
on the holdings. Every effort was made to adapt this information insofar as possible to
the different kinds of holdings while breaking it down sufficiently to record all the data
which were directly linked to the investigation undertaken.
,9 48(67,211$,5(
The questionnaire consists of a folder and a model record:
− The “Holding data” and “Proprietor data” are entered on the cover.
− Inside, general information is collected on the “General distribution of lands
on the holding”, the “Crop characteristics” and the “General aspect of
treatments using plant health products”.
− On the back cover, space is provided for observations on the holding and any
explanatory notes required to convey the “General aspects of treatments using
plant health products” .
− A “Treatment record” has to be completed for every crop grown on the
holding, and is kept in the folder described above.
,9 ),(/':25.0$18$/
A manual was compiled by reference to the field work questionnaire. This contains the
instructions necessary for completing the questionnaire and an annex with the
corresponding tables which specifies all the codes to be used in the survey.
The Spanish proposal for the field work manual and the questionnaire are summarised
in two separate documents.
9 6(/(&7,212)(180(5$7256
Conducting a survey of this kind makes heavy demands on the farmers, in that they are
required to provide very specific information on pests, inputs of plant health products,
forms of treatment, application timetables, etc. An appropriate strategy which will
stimulate farmers' interest in the survey while also providing help for collecting and
recording the information can only be devised if technical experts are carefully chosen.
This condition was partly met by using the RECAN network of offices.
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Four of the accounting network’s offices were chosen, one in each province. Each
office completed questionnaires on ten holdings, giving preference to those which
mainly cultivated fruit and vegetables.
The selection of holdings aimed for diversity, i.e. considerable differences in their size,
the range of crops, their geographical situation and the “professionalism” of the farmer.
When they had completed the surveys of farmers, the enumerators responded to a
questionnaire to establish their views on the field work manual and the questionnaire on
plant health products for the purposes of drawing up a definitive version of these.
The field data on plant health products collected in the questionnaires were recorded
and processed in the office by technical experts who maintained contact with the
enumerators for the purposes of any clarifications required.
9,

&21&/86,21621&21'8&7,1*7+(),(/':25.
9, 2SHUDWLRQDOLW\RIWKHTXHVWLRQQDLUHDQGWKHILHOGZRUNPDQXDO
Bearing in mind the complexity of the survey in view of the information sought,
the questionnaires were generally completed to a high standard, although some of
the information proves harder to obtain, e.g. the full name of the commercial
product, the price of the product and the land registry reference.
The greatest difficulty anticipated in completing the questionnaire was in
obtaining reliable responses from the farmers surveyed, and fundamentally in
identifying the pests treated and the products used. Technical experts from the
RECAN accounting offices were ASKED to act as enumerators in an attempt to
solve this problem as far as possible.
9, (QXPHUDWRUVWHFKQLFDOSHUVRQQHO
The great density and complexity of the data sought discourages interviewees,
who may end up not responding or providing inconsistent data. The enumerator
therefore needs to be able to take the right approach to the farmer and put his
questions in the right way if he is to obtain the requisite information.
In the light of experience of the “Survey of the means of production 1997” and the
suggestions made by the enumerators for this project, it is indispensable that the
personnel responsible for the survey should be graduate-level specialists in
agricultural engineering or agronomy with experience of field work on
agricultural holdings, if possible.
As stated above, the enumerators chosen were technical experts from the RECAN
accounting network, and this was vital for effective work.
9, 6WDWLVWLFDOFRQILGHQFH
It is crucial that the enumerators convince the farmers that all the information is
protected pursuant to Law No. 12/1989 on the Public Statistical Function. The
data provided are not binding on them, and are kept absolutely confidential
throughout the entire process while the statistical data will have no individual
references beyond a number.
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9, 'LIILFXOWLHVHQFRXQWHUHGZLWKWKH6XUYH\
− 3ORWV ZLWK ODQG UHJLVWU\ UHIHUHQFHV: It is essential to have information on
inputs of plant health products in crops and the land itself. The use of plant
health products on agricultural holdings is therefore linked to the plots which
have been treated. The &DWDVWUR GH 5~VWLFD (land registry) provides the best
means of identifying arable land at national level, and this is why the land
registry reference of the plot containing the largest crop - in terms of the area
or its economic profitability - is asked for.
− 7KHQHHGIRUWKHIDUPHUWRNHHSWKHSURGXFWODEHOVWUHDWPHQWGDWHVLQYRLFHV
HWF The manual suggests that the farmer assemble and keep all available
information attesting to the activity on the holding during the reference period
to facilitate the enumerator’s work in completing the questionnaire. There is a
clear need for action on the following lines:
•

The farmer should be advised to this effect sufficiently in advance to
permit him to comply with this request.

•

There should be institutional backing for this request.

•

A routine should be established so that the farmer has the information
when it comes to completing the questionnaire, to which end the
enumerator would provide him with a tally sheet, in calendar form on
which he should record the most important information for the
questionnaire.

•

The greatest returns, however, will be obtained from explaining the need
to carry out this kind of operation to the farmer and convincing him of the
benefits offered everyone by knowledge of the sector.

9, ,QIRUPDWLRQFROOHFWLRQVWUDWHJ\
The following methodology is proposed for contacting respondents and
completing the questionnaire:
− The agricultural holdings in the chosen sample should be sent a letter from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Autonomous
Communities informing them of the technical work it is intended to carry out,
stressing WKHQHHGIRUWKHLUFRRSHUDWLRQto that end and the benefits of greater
knowledge of the sector while also emphasising that the administration is
obliged to maintain statistical confidentiality
− The enumerator should establish telephone contact with the holdings to make
an appointment with the party who is responsible for the holding.
− A visit should be made to the holding to present the documents and explain in
detail to the farmer what his cooperation involves and what the aim is.
− Subsequent meetings and telephone conversations with the farmer should be
organised to complete the survey.
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9,, 352326$/)256(/(&7,1*$6$03/()25)8785(:25.
The following means of selecting the sample of holdings is proposed in view of the
level of professional qualifications available in the RECAN offices in Spain:
The Census of Agriculture 1999 will provide the most up-to-date population.
− Census of Agriculture Population (i strata of TFs and ESUs): M1, M2, etc, Mi
A sample is drawn from this population: m1, m2, etc., mi
− Population of holdings cooperating with RECAN: R1, R2, etc., Ri
The sample is determined on the following premises:
1. If Ri ≥ mi,

sample: m1= r1, m2= r2, ..., m¡= ri, etc.

If, for a stratum i, the number Of RECAN holdings is equal to or greater than that
of the selected sample, all the selected holdings will belong to RECAN.
2. If Ri < mi, sample: m1= r1+e1, m2=r2+e2, ..., m¡= ri+ei, etc.
Otherwise, the other holdings in the Census will be taken until it is complete.
Where :

ri
ei

number of RECAN holdings
number of additional holdings.
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3LORWVXUYH\RIWKHXVHRISODQWKHDOWKSURGXFWV
RQDJULFXOWXUDOKROGLQJVLQ6SDLQ


2%-(&7,9(
This survey aims to evaluate inputs of plant protection products in fruit and vegetables,
as the crops which require the greatest use of these products. These inputs are analysed
by identifying the products, the quantities administered and the how they are applied.
The prime aim, therefore, is to carry out a technical study, and thereafter to examine the
costs of the different operations. Agricultural holdings provide the responses need to
this end. As a pilot experiment, the survey will be conducted in four Spanish provinces
in which the above-mentioned crop groups are amply represented: Almería, La Rioja,
Valencia and Zaragoza.


*(1(5$/,16758&7,216
 3UHVHQWDWLRQRIWKHTXHVWLRQQDLUH
The questionnaire is used to collect information on the use of plant protection
products on a holding which may grow one or more crops at the same time. The
holdings in the sample were selected from those on which the W\SHRIIDUPLQJLV
PDLQO\ JURZLQJ YHJHWDEOHV DQG IUXLW, according to the classification carried out
by the INE on the basis of the Census of Agriculture.
The questionnaire takes the form of a folder containing the following standard
tables:
•

The front cover serves to collect the ³+ROGLQJ GDWD´ and the ³+ROGHU
GDWD´

•

Inside, general information is collected on the “General distribution of
land on the holding”, the “Crop characteristics” and the “General aspects
of plant protection product treatments”.

•

On the back cover, “H[SODQDWRU\ QRWHV´ summarise the concepts for
completing the “general aspects of plant protection product treatments”,
while a section for “REVHUYDWLRQVRQWKHKROGLQJUHFRUG´is provided for
any clarifications necessary for a better understanding of how the holding
operates.

•

$³7UHDWPHQW5HFRUG” is to be completed for every crop grown on the
holding, and then stored in the folder described.

•

A ³%LRORJLFDO FRQWURO UHFRUG´ is also to be completed on holdings on
which this is carried out on any crops, and stored in the folder in the same
way.

The information on every holding in the sample is to be duly compiled and
collected in the tables.
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■

*HQHUDOSRLQWHUV
,QIRUPDWLRQFRPSLOHGE\WKHIDUPHU

In completing the questionnaire, before entering the data, it is indispensable that
the farmer assemble all the labels from plant protection products, the invoices for
any purchases or any contracts to have the products applied and the calculations
made in view of the doses which will show how much of these products he used
on his crops during the reference period. This will be a great help.
■

5HIHUHQFHSHULRG

The information to be collected refers to plant protection product treatments
applied to crops on the land over one agricultural marketing year, from 1 October
1998 to 30 September 1999. For farming under glass, the reference period runs
from 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999.
■

(FRQRPLFGDWD

The value of plant protection products is determined at the purchase price at the
farm gate, without VAT (or subtracting the VAT shown on the invoices, which
comes to the same thing).
The quantities and prices of plant protection products refer to the product as
marketed, i.e. the FRPPHUFLDO SURGXFWV and not their contents or active
ingredients, adjuvants, etc.
■

0HWULFXQLWVWREHXVHGLQWKHVXUYH\

In the interests of standardising data to make for standard results, the following
metric units should be used to complete the survey, according to the requirements
of the survey:
•

weight: kilograms, grams

•

volume: litres, cubic centimetres

•

area: hectares

The table of metric equivalences provided after the Annex of Codes may be
helpful.
■

2EVHUYDWLRQV

Space is provided in each section of the questionnaire for observations to allow
enumerators to clarify or expand on the information requested, to cater for
variants which may arise.
■

5HFRUGRILQFLGHQWV

This is designed to record incidents in the greatest possible detail, along with the
name of the enumerator, the working area and the date.
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,'(17,),&$7,212)7+(+2/',1*
This part of the questionnaire is set out on the cover of the folder, and serves to collect
information identifying the holding and the natural or legal person responsible for it.
This information is contained on the “identification label” which is supplied to the
enumerators.
The data on the holding is to be recorded using the following abbreviations: province
(PROV), comarca (COM), municipality (MUN), holding number, utilised agricultural
area (UAA), total area (ST), type of farming (TF) and size.
These concepts are defined below, along with some needed to understand them
correctly:
•

7KH ³8WLOLVHG $JULFXOWXUDO $UHD” 8$$ is all the tilled land and
permanent pasture.

•

7KH ³7RWDO $UHD´ 7$ is the area of all the plots which make up the
holding.

The typology aims to assign relatively homogeneous agricultural holdings to classes
based on two fundamental characteristics: the type of farming and the economic size.
Both the type of farming and the size are determined from the gross margin.
•

7KH³*URVVPDUJLQ´ *0 is the difference between the monetary value
of gross production from an activity and the value of certain indirect costs
inherent in this.

•

7KH ³7\SH RI IDUPLQJ´ 7) is defined by the relative composition by
activity (vegetables grown in the open air or under glass, citrus fruit, noncitrus fruit, etc.) of the gross margin.

•

7KH³(XURSHDQ6L]H8QLW´ (68 is a Community unit of measurement
corresponding to 1 200 European units of account (ECU) of gross margin.

The label identifying the holding must be stuck on the cover of the folder.
When the survey of each vegetable and fruit crop which has been treated with plant
protection products has been completed, the total number of records should be noted.
When any biological control is carried out on the crops on a holding, the corresponding
section on the questionnaire cover should be marked "Yes", and the biological control
record should be inserted in the folder.

+2/',1*5(&25'
The information included in this large section records the general distribution of the
land on the holding, the main crops grown in the reference year and the general aspects
of the application of plant protection products. It is contained inside the folder, and
comprises the following tables.
 *HQHUDOGLVWULEXWLRQRIWKHODQGRQWKHKROGLQJ
This table is in section 1.1. of the questionnaire, and covers the areas of the large
blocks of land which make up the holding: “dry farming, arable crops”, “dry
farming, tree crops”, “wet farming, arable crops”, “wet farming, tree crops” and
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“farming under glass”. It includes the sub-total “total area under crops” and the
grand total “total area of holding”, which also includes “grassland, pasture and
other land”.
The quantities must be expressed in hectares to two decimal places.
 &URSUHFRUG
This table, at 1.2. in the questionnaire, records the major crops on the holding and
their main characteristics, provided that they account for approximately 90% of
the total area under crops. The characteristics are described below:
■

1DPHRIFURSJURXSFRGHDQGFURSFRGH

The name of each crop and the codes for each group of crops to which it belongs,
according to Sheets No. 1a and No. 1b in the Crop Codes Annex to the Manual,
should be entered.
■

6\VWHP 65, 

This refers to the kind of crop, whether dry farmed (S), wet (R) farmed or grown
under glass (I). When a crop is grown by two methods on a single holding, a
separate entry is made for each form on different lines.
■

9DULHW\

The crop variety is important additional information, because some varieties of a
species are resistant to certain agents. If several coexist, the predominant one
should be entered.
■

$JH

In the case of tree crops and multi-annual arable crops, the age of the plantation
can influence the inputs of plant protection products in terms of the quantity and
the type of products. The approximate age should be given in years. If several
stands of different ages coexist, the predominant one should be recorded.
■

$UHDXQGHUFURSV KD 

This section serves to record the area under each crop, expressed in hectares to
two decimal places. If several varieties of a crop and/or plantations of different
ages coexist, the total area should be noted.
■

5HFRUG 6HULDOQXPEHU12 

Whenever the crops recorded are vegetables or fruit which have undergone some
plant care treatment, the serial number corresponding to the statement of crops is
entered in the corresponding cell, and a treatment record has to be completed for
that crop. If it is not surveyed, the cell is marked ‘NO’. The number of records
included in the folder should be noted on the cover of the questionnaire, and a
distinction is to be made between arable crops and fruit crops.

AGRI-ENV/FEB01/6.2d

P. 16

 *HQHUDODVSHFWVRIWKHSODQWSURWHFWLRQWUHDWPHQWVRQWKHKROGLQJ
This section, number 1.3. in the questionnaire, looks at a number of general
aspects of all the crops on the holding in terms of plant protection treatment:
advice received on the treatments to be applied, the purchase of these products,
the machinery used for application and whether biological control methods are
used.
Like the manual, the questionnaire also contains explanatory notes on all these
concepts.
If there are substantial differences in these aspects of the treatment of the main
crops on the holding, the most representative should be explained and a reference
to this included in the observations.
The survey tables covering “advice and technical assistance” and the “purchase of
plant protection products” should contain the name of the respondent and of the
vendor for reference purposes with a view to technical enquiries. Respondents
should be made to understand that this information is not binding on either party.
It is solely for statistical purposes, and is covered by 6WDWLVWLFDO
&RQILGHQWLDOLW\ pursuant to law No. 12/1989 on the Public Statistical
Function, as is the entire survey. Under no circumstances will the identity of a
farmer who provided any data be disclosed.
Each section has a space for observations to provide any clarifications which may
prove useful. These observations should also specify what any "other" codes refer
to.
■

$GYLFHDQGWHFKQLFDODVVLVWDQFH

The enumerator must indicate the farmer's principal source of information on the
specific plant protection products with which he treats his crops (diagnoses,
products, methods, etc.):
•

Whether he relies on his own experience, on other farmers', calls on
specialists who are known to him or contracts such services out.

•

Whether he receives advice from private bodies such as warehouses
selling plant protection products, commercial ventures, cooperatives and
their specialists, or under pre-established treatment programmes from
private establishments, etc.

•

Whether he receives assistance via general government, the local offices of
the Autonomous Communities, under pre-established treatment
programmes organised by the Autonomous Communities, or from
publications produced by his Autonomous Community.

•

etc.

In any case, the source of information must be recorded by the code laid down to
this end, and identified by name.
It should also be recorded whether these sources of information are sought out for
preventative or remedial treatment, or for both.

AGRI-ENV/FEB01/6.2d

P. 17

The codes for the sources of advice and technical assistance are set out on Sheet
No. 2 of the Annex of Codes at the end of the manual.
■

3XUFKDVHRISURGXFWV

The origin of the plant protection products should be recorded, indicating:
•

If purchased alone or in association with other farmers to reduce the costs.

•

The place of purchase: in warehouses which sell plant protection products,
from commercial companies or if the purchase was pre-arranged with
warehouses, commercial companies or cooperatives, and whether any kind
of discount was agreed on pre-arranged purchases.

•

The timing of the purchase, i.e. whether bought in advance or just before
applying the product.

•

Whether the purchase was influenced by the advice received by the
farmer, as mentioned above.

•

etc.

In any case, the vendor should be recorded using the corresponding codes and
must be identified by name.
Any discount offered on purchase should be recorded.
The codes for purchases of products are set out on Sheet No. 2 of the Annex of
Codes at the end of the manual.
■

0DFKLQHU\IRUWUHDWPHQW

In this section, the enumerator should record all machinery used by the farmer to
apply plant protection products, and indicate their provenance. The codes for
machinery are set out on Sheet No. 3 of the Annex of Codes at the end of the
manual.

■

•

These codes provide various groups of machinery for plant protection
treatments according to how these are used and within each group
according to how complex they are: machinery for spraying, dusting,
applying granules, by treatment networks or by drip irrigation, etc.

•

The origin of each type of machinery should be indicated: whether owned,
lent by other farmers, rented, jointly owned with other farmers or if the
machinery belongs to a cooperative.

•

etc.

3URWHFWLRQ

This section serves to record whether the farmer takes any preventative and/or
safety measures in handling and using plant protection products.
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■

%LRORJLFDOFRQWURO

Any biological control carried out by a farmer on any of the crops on his holding
is to be recorded in this section. The cover of the survey should be marked to
indicate that it includes a “biological control record”, which should be completed
and kept in the survey brochure. It should describe:
•

the reasons for using this kind of control;

•

details of advice on carrying out biological control (on the same lines as
section 1.3.1., Advice and technical assistance);

•

details of the purchase of biological control products (on the same lines as
section 1.3.2., Purchase of products);

•

the technique, i.e. which biological agents or methods are used;

•

whether biological control is used in conjunction with other traditional
plant protection products, whether integrated pest control or ecological
farming;

•

an assessment of the effectiveness of biological control: good, moderate or
poor;

•

etc.

As stated above, the “Biological control” record should be completed by marking
the corresponding sections with an x, and the completed record should then be
inserted in the survey folder. Furthermore, this record should be provided
separately, but the model is shown on Sheet No. 4 of the Annex of Codes.
 2EVHUYDWLRQVRQWKHKROGLQJUHFRUG
Any comments which may make for a better understanding of the data compiled
in the survey and concerning the operation of the holding should be recorded in
section 1.4, on the back cover.

75($70(175(&25'
A “Treatment record” is to be completed for every crop the serial number of which is
shown in the corresponding cell in the “Crop record”. The treatment record is designed
as follows:
A header serves to record the following information:
❋

Information from the “Crop record”:

6HULDOQXPEHU

)RUPRIFXOWLYDWLRQ

$JH

&URSFRGH

9DULHW\

$UHDXQGHUFURS
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❋

New information:
■

7RWDOSURGXFWLRQ

The main production of the crop on the above-mentioned area; any secondary
production which may exist in addition to this is not recorded. The preferred unit
of measurement is the kilogram.
■

6RZLQJDQGKDUYHVWLQJGDWHV

The sowing and harvesting dates should always be recorded for annual arable
crops. Certain crops are harvested over an extended period, in which case this
interval is to be recorded.
■

/DQGUHJLVWU\UHIHUHQFH

In view of the benefits of having more specific geographical references than
simply knowing the municipality in which most of a plot is located, the land
registry reference should be obtained for the plot where the crop is growing, or the
largest plot if the crop is being grown on several. This reference consists of
several codes which give the plot a unique identity at national level. It comprises
13 digits in all: 2 for the province code, 3 for the municipality, 3 for the polygon
and 5 for the plot.
❋

Information taken from the cover:
■

+ROGLQJQXPEHU

The “treatment record” as such is described below. Before listing the concepts,
however, the following considerations have to be borne in mind:
a) Pests and diseases may be combated by treatments entailing the use of

different products and applications over the year. These should therefore be
described on successive lines. To facilitate the enumerator's work when noting
a farmer's responses, these should be recorded in chronological order, given
that the respondent probably remembers them like this.
b) One line should be completed for each application, i.e. for each pest, the time

of application, the product (active ingredients, method and doses) applied to
each crop, even if the application is a mixture. If, for example, a mix of
insecticide and fungicide is applied, each should be recorded on a single line.
If the application is repeated, this should be recorded on one or more lines.
The headings on the treatment record are as follows:
■

3HVWGLVHDVHWUHDWHGRUUHDVRQIRUXVH

This refers to the reason for applying a plant health treatment, whether
preventative or remedial. The causative agent should be highlighted in this
section; it may be a specific species or a group of these: weeds, pests or diseases.
In the case of growth regulators, desiccants, defoliants, etc., the reason for using
these should be given. The codes for the commonest pests, diseases and reasons
for use are given on Sheet No. 5 in the Annex of Codes.
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* N.B.: In this section, the name of the pest or disease and the reason for use
should be given as well as the corresponding code number for the purposes of
subsequent checks.
■

$SSOLFDWLRQWLPHWDEOH

The month in which the product was applied should be given, including the
approximate date if possible. If more than one identical applications were made
in the same month, as required by the treatment, each application should be
entered on a separate line in chronological order over the month. This is a great
help when subsequently compiling the technical records.
■

&URSVWDJH

In certain situations, it is important to know at which point in the development of
the crop the treatment was carried out. The codes for the most important stages of
development for arable and tree crops are given in Sheet No. 6 “Crop stages” of
the Annex of Codes.
■

3URGXFWXVHG

A plant care product is understood as “formulations or preparations containing
one or more substances or active ingredients to combat agents causing crop
damage, to protect crops and to destroy undesirable plant growth”.
The survey specifies the following concepts : “class”, “commercial product” and
“method of application”:
³&ODVV´ This section serves to identify the broad groups of plant protection
products. The code for the class of product used to treat crops should be one of
those specified in Sheet No. 7 “Class of plant protection products” at the end of
the manual.
The main groups of plant protection products are:
♦ HERBICIDES: chemicals which destroy grassy plants or prevent them from
growing. The defoliants and desiccants which feature in the growth regulator
group are not included.
♦ INSECTICIDES: Products intended to kill insects or prevent them from
developing. Insecticide treatment of seeds is included, but this group does not
include acaricides, nematocides and molluscicides, which form separate
groups.
♦ MOLUSCICIDES: These include all the chemicals used against molluscs,
including those used to treat seeds.
♦ FUNGICIDES: Generally, this includes all agents for destroying fungi. It
includes all chemicals used as fungicides, including those for treating seeds.
This group, does not, however, include the sulphur group, which is coded
separately in view of its widespread use.
♦ GROWTH REGULATORS: Chemicals which affect the physiological and
biological processes of the crop to which they are applied. These include
defoliants, desiccants, growth inhibitors, etc.
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♦ SULPHUR: This is treated as a separate class because, given the large
quantities in which it is applied to some crops, it may distort the evaluation of
the fungicide group.
♦ In addition to the main classes described above, the following are also
included: ACARICIDES, NEMATOCIDES, SOIL DISINFECTANTS and
STERILISERS, POST-HARVEST TREATMENTS, RODENTICIDES,
SULPHUR and OTHER CLASSES, including parasitoids, predators,
pheromones, bactericides, etc.
³&RPPHUFLDOSURGXFW´This is one of the most delicate data in the questionnaire,
since the identification of the active ingredients and formulations depend on it.
The full commercial name of the product should be given in order to make it
possible subsequently to calculate the formulations used. Particular attention
should be paid to the prefixes and suffixes of these names, because minor changes
of nomenclature often indicate vastly different components. It is therefore very
important to record the full name in as much detail as possible.
Sheet No. 8, “Commercial products”, in the Annex lists the most frequent
commercial products according to the most representative classes of plant
protection product.
³0HWKRG RI DSSOLFDWLRQ´ The way in which a plant care product is applied is
hugely important for the main active agents to give good results. Sheet No. 9,
“Methods of application”, in the Annex details the various ways of applying plant
protection products.
Among the various forms of application, biological control is particularly
important in view of its increasing use. Biological control methods include fungal,
viral, bacterial and other agents as well as the use of natural predators and
parasitoids.
■

4XDQWLW\RISURGXFWXVHG

The data required must always be recorded whenever a farmer applies a product
directly. Whenever the product is applied by a service company, these data should
also be recorded if the farmer is aware of them. The document compiled should
specify the products applied, the doses and other conditions.
³$UHD WUHDWHG KD ´ This is very important, because the entire area of the plot
under a crop may not have been treated. This case arises when a localised area is
partially treated, for example when a product is applied to stands of a crop
infected by a pest or disease. Otherwise, environmental or other concerns may
prevent plant protection products being applied to an entire crop, as is the case
with certain products in the vicinity of streams.
³3URGXFW FRQFHQWUDWLRQ SHU WUHDWPHQW XGO ´ These are the units (litres,
kilograms, etc.) of commercial product per litre of diluent, usually water.
³0L[SHUWUHDWPHQW OKD ´ is the quantity in litres of diluted product applied per
hectare.
³'RVH DSSOLHG SHU WUHDWPHQW XGKD ´ is the dose of commercial product
(without taking dilution into account) expressed in units (litres, kilograms etc.)
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applied to one hectare of crop in a single application. The farmer himself may
provide this figure, or it may be calculated by multiplying the concentration of
product by the mixture (units/litre ∗ litres/hectare = units/hectare).
³8QLW´ The unit is normally expressed in kilograms or litres of the commercial
product used.
³7RWDO´ The total quantity of product used is obtained by multiplying the ‘area
treated’ by the ‘dose applied’.
■

3URGXFWFRVW FRVWWRWKHIDUPHU 

The farmer usually has this information when he carried out the application
himself. The prices should not include VAT. This heading covers:
³3ULFH³theunit price of the commercial product used, expressed in pesetas/unit.
³7RWDO´ the total cost of that product expressed in pesetas, calculated by
multiplying the ‘total quantity of product used’ by the ‘unit price’.
■

&RVWRIDSSOLFDWLRQE\DFRPSDQ\

This is the cost of the application according to the variant concerned; the prices
exclude VAT:
³$SSOLFDWLRQ RQO\´ If the company undertakes to apply products purchased by
the farmer, only the cost of such application counts. All data concerning the
product used are recorded in the corresponding cells, because the farmer provided
the product and should have this information.
³)XOO WUHDWPHQW´ If a company undertakes to purchase the products and apply
them, i.e. to carry out the full treatment, the overall cost should be given in
pesetas. In such cases, the commonest technical data in the area should be given,
or the name of the company or body, and the corresponding information on the
pest, crop, product used, doses per hectare subsequently obtained and entered in
the cells for this treatment, the name of the company and any necessary
clarifications should be entered in the observations section.
■

2EVHUYDWLRQVRQWKHWUHDWPHQWUHFRUG

Any explanatory notes considered necessary for a better understanding of the
treatments should be entered at this point. Any “other” codes entered under the
various headings should also be clarified here.
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