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OPINION

Building a Stronger Europe: the role of youth, eduation and culture
policies

THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

Acknowledges the fact that primary responsibility €ducation policy lies with the Member States who

have involved their regional and local authoritiedifferent extents in accordance with their resipe
constitutional systems, and that EU action in hvith Article 6 of the TFEU should only compleme
support or coordinate the action of Member Statag;EU action in this area must be fully justifiedm
a subsidiarity and proportionality standpoint artbuidd align with existing frameworks, tools a
procedures;

Believes that education policy strategies in Mentbiates and regions should prioritise cooperaticail a

levels of governance, including local and regianghorities, with a view to aligning high qualisarner-

centred education, featuring strong teaching, iatiom and digitalisation, with the needs of the

dynamically evolving labour market, in the contekprinciple 1 of the European Pillar of Social Risf
Welcomes the proposal of the European Commissiompromoting automatic mutual recognition

of

higher education and upper secondary educatioordgd and the outcomes of learning periods abroad,

and invites the Commission to take into accournitsiriuture work the links with territorial develogmt,
notably where local and regional projects involvebitity of skilled workers and staff;

Reiterates the Council Recommendation of 20 Decer2b&2 on the validation of non-formal a
informal learning, and suggests that the EU andmnat decision-makers pay particular attentionhe
potential, in this context, of partnerships thauldobe developed between national, regional andll
authorities, companies, employees and employe&iassns, as well as civil society players, to takeh
skills and qualifications into account;

Requires that the EU institutions and Member Statét the support of local and regional authositie
consultation with stakeholders, implement the aitrpgoposals within the context of broader EU pelq
for economic development, employment and sociategtion by making strategic use of the Mu
Annual Financial Framework after 2020, where speafucation policies should be more clearly

more ambitiously articulated, and emphasises thwitance of upholding the proportionality principbe
ensure that no new financial or administrative buglare generated for Member States.
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Opinion of the European Committee of the R

egions Building a stronger Europe: the role of

youth, education and culture policies

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AMENDMENTS

Amendment 1
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promadungmatic mutual recognition of higher
education and upper secondary education diplonésh&noutcomes of learning periods abroad
Article 5

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(d) developing quality assurance instruments in

online education and training.

Reason

In some areas, particularly more remote or

sparpelyulated regions, education, learning 3

gualifications are increasingly accessed digitallyis essential that these qualifications are ityd
assured to enable automatic mutual recognition.

and

Amendment 2
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promadimgmatic mutual recognition of higher
education and upper secondary education diplonésh&noutcomes of learning periods abroad
Article 6

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

6. Facilitate mobility and recognition of th
outcomes of learning periods abroad dur
secondary education and training by:

[...]

(c) promoting the benefits of mobility amor
secondary education and training institutions
learners and their families and promoting

benefits of hosting mobility among employers.

é6. Facilitate mobilityof all students - regardiess

irg§ the country where they live -_and recognition
of the outcomes of learning periods abroad du
secondary education and training by:

ng...]

a(c) promoting the benefits of mobility amor
trecondary education and training institutio
learners and their families and promoting
benefits of hosting mobility among employers.

ring

g

the

Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 3
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promadimgmatic mutual recognition of higher
education and upper secondary education diplomésh@noutcomes of learning periods abroad
Article 8

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

8. Explore good practice with regard to qhe 8. Brphnd promote good practice with regar

[®N
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recognition of prior learning and permeabilltyo the recognition of prior learning an
between education and training sectors,| [permeability between:
particular between vocational education arfd) education and training sectors, in particu
training and higher education. between vocational education and training
higher educationand
(b) education and training sectors and the
labour market.
Reason

Qualifications and learning periods abroad showddrécognised by employers to improve lab

mobility and life chances and opportunities.

Amend

ment 4

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promadimgmatic mutual recognition of higher
education and upper secondary education diplomésh@noutcomes of learning periods abroad
Article 9

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

Improve the evidence base by collecting :
disseminating data on the numbamrd type of
recognition cases.

aichprove the evidence base by collecting ¢

disseminating data on the numpdype and
outcomes of recognition cases.

Reason

Outcome learning can enhance and improve the ré@myprocess.

Amendment 5
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on high guehrly childhood education and care systems
Recital (8)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(8) The availability, accessibility and affordatyili
of high quality childcare facilities are furthernag
key factors that allow women, and also men, V|
care responsibilities to participate in the lab
market, as recognised by the 2002 Barcel
European Council, the European Pact for Ger
Equality and the Commission’s Work-Lil
Balance Communication adopted on 26 A
2017. Women's employment is direc
contributing to improving the socio-econon
situation of the household and to econol
growth.

(8) The availability, accessibility and affordabyjli
rof high quality childcare facilities are furtherneg
vikey factors that allow women, and also men, |
bogare responsibilities to participate in the lab
omarket, as recognised by the 2002 Barcel
ndeuropean Council, the European Pact for Gel
eEquality and the Commission’s Work-Lit
pfBalance  Communication adopted on 26 A
1017 and should be promoted in line with
iprinciple 2 of the European Pillar of Social
mikights. Women's employment is direct

situation of the household and to econol
growth.
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Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 6

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on h

igh guehrly childhood education and care systems

Recital (23)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(23) This Recommendation seeks to establig
shared understanding of what quality means
the early childhood education and care systern
sets out possible actions fagovernments to
consider, according to their speci
circumstances. This Recommendation 38
addresses parents, institutions and organisat
including social partners and civil socie
organisations seeking to enhance the sector.

h(28) This Recommendation seeks to establish a
5 ghared understanding of what quality meang in
ntHe early childhood education and care system.
It sets out possible actions fall the relevant
itevels of governance, including local and
llsegional, to consider, according to the
apxecific circumstances. This Recommenda
tplso addresses parents, institutions
organisations, including social partners
civil society organisations seeking to enha
the sector.

r
ion
and
and

nce

r
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Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 7

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on h

igh quakrly childhood education and care systems

Article 2

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

2. Work towards ensuring that early childhoog
education and care services are access
affordable and inclusive. Consideration could
given to:

| 2. Ensure that early childhood education and
ilflare services are accessible, affordable,
lmafficient and inclusive. Consideration could
be givenat all levels of governance including

regional and local, to:

Reason

Strengthening the recommendation and emphasisiie role played here by local and regio

governments.

nal

Amendment 8

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on h

igh quakrly childhood education and care systems

Article 3

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

3. Support the professionalisation of eg
childhood education and care staff. Depending

ry. Support the professionalisation of ed
ohildhood education and care staff. Depend

y
ng
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the existing level of professional qualificatiordd
working conditions, successful efforts ¢
include:

[...]

(d) aiming at equipping staff with the
competences to respond to the individual neeg
children from difference background and with
special educational need or disability, prepat
staff to manage diverse groups.

aqualification

> (d) equipping staff with the competences

non the existing level of
and  working

successful efforts can include:

[..]

profession

gespond to the individual needs of childy
fnom difference background and with a spe
imglucational need or disability, preparing st
to manage diverse groups.

Reason

Strengthening the recommendation.

Amend

ment 9

conditions

D

to
en

cial

aff

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on high guehrly childhood education and care systems
Article 4

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

4. Enhance the development of early ye
curricula in order to meet the wellbeing a
educational needs of children. Approac
supporting curriculum development and soG
emotional, learning and linguistic competence;s
children could include:
(a) ensuring a balance in the provision of sog
emotional, wellbeing and learnin
acknowledging the importance of play, cont
with nature, the role of music, arts and phys
activity;

(b) fostering empathy, compassion and aware
in relation to equality and diversity;

(c) offering opportunities for early languai
exposition and learning through playful activiti¢
and considering bilingual early childhod
programmes;

(d) offering guidance for providers on the a
appropriate use of digital tools and emerging 1
technologies;
(e) promoting further integration of ean
childhood education and care in the educa
continuum and supporting collaboration of es
childhood education and care and primary sck
staff and smooth transition for children to prima
school.

ars' Enhance the development of early ye

negellbeing and educational

5 dévelopment and social, emotional, learn

g(a) ensuring a balance in the provision
asbcial-emotional,

to meet thehealth,
needs dl
iadhildren. Approaches supporting curriculd

ncurricula in order

and linguistic competences of children co
iahclude:

wellbeing and learnin
catknowledging the importance of play, cont
with nature, the role of music, arts &
nebysical activity;
(b) fostering empathy, compassion 3§
pawareness in relation to equality and diversi
24r) offering opportunities for early langua
peexposition and learning through playf
activities; and considering bilingual eaf
yehildhood programmes;

dd) offering guidance for providers on the a
appropriate use of digital tools and emerg
lynew technologies;

liGe) promoting further integration of ear
righildhood education and care in the educa
1auintinuum and supporting collaboration
agarly childhood education and care
primary school staff and smooth transition

A
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children to primary school;
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(f) providing dedicated support and learning
opportunities to those children with special
educational needs and disabilities;

(g) providing dedicated support and learning
opportunities to migrant children, including
the situation whereby large numbers of
Europeans are returning due to political and
humanitarian crises,

(h) providing dedicated support and learning
opportunities to children in Member State
care systems;

(i) promoting the early care model for
children of 0-6 years.

Reason

Children with special educational needs and
dedicated support to access the full range of d

Member States should be encouraged to ensurestpisvided.

digeds) as well as migrant children, may ne
ppiies provided by the early years curricula ¢

Amendment 10
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on high guehrly childhood education and care systems
Article 6

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

6. Aim at ensuring adequate funding and a le
framework for the provision of early childhog
education and care services. Consideration c
be given to:

(a) scaling up investment in early childho
education and care with a focus on availabil
quality and affordability, including making use
the funding opportunities offered by the Europs
structural and investment funds;

(b) creating and maintaining tailored national
regional Quality Frameworks;

(c) promoting further integration of services f{
families and children, most importantly wi
social and health services;

(d) embedding robust chil
protection/safeguarding policies within the eg
childhood education and care system to |
protect children from all forms of violence.

2@l Aim at ensuring adequate funding ang
ndegal framework for the provision of ear
paldidhood education and care servic
Consideration could be given to:

o(h) scaling up investment in early childho

ofccessibility, quality and
pamcluding  making use of the fundin
opportunities offered by the Europe
@tructural and investment funds;

(b) creating and maintaining tailored natior
oor regional Quality Frameworks;

ti(c) promoting further integration of servic
for families and childrenat a local and
dregional level, most importantly with socig
rignd healttand wellbeing services;

(z{) embedding robust chil
protection/safeguarding policies within t
early childhood education and care systen
help protect children from all forms abuse
and violence.

affordability,
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Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 11
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on high guehrly childhood education and care systems
Article 8

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

8. Facilitate the exchange or experiences
good practices among Member States in

aBdFacilitate the exchange or experiences
tgeod practices among Member Statatsall

and

context of the Strategic Framework |ofevels of governance, in the context of the
cooperation in education and training arnstrategic Framework of cooperation |in
successor schemes, as well as in the Soeducation and training and successor schemes,
Protection Committee. as well as in the Social Protection Committee.
Reason
Self-explanatory.
Amendment 12

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on high guehrly childhood education and care systems
Article 9

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

9. Support the cooperation of Member Sta
based on their demand, by organising
learning and peer counselling.

&, Support the cooperation of Member Sta
eglr all levels of governance, based on thei
demand, by organising peer learning and f
counselling.

ites
r
eer

Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amend

ment 13

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a commste approach to the teaching and learning of
languages
Recital (1)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(1) In the Communication "Strengtheni
European Identity through Education
Culture" the European Commission sets out
vision of a European Education Area in wh
high-quality, inclusive education, training a
research are not hampered by borders; spen
time in another Member State to study, learrn
work has become the standard; speaking

anduropean

In the Communication

ng1) "Strengtheni
t@eilture" the European Commission sets
ctine vision of a European Education Area
navhich  high-quality, inclusive educatio
diragning and research are not hampered
borders; spending time in another Mem
tWtate to study, learn or work has become

g

Identity through Education and

out
n

N,
by

per

the
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languages in addition to one's mother tongu
far more widespread; and people have a st
sense of their identity as Europeans, as well a
awareness of Europe’s cultural heritage and
diversity.

estmndard; speaking two languages in addi
diogone's mother tongue is far more widespre
sagntl people have a strong sense of their ide
#s Europeans, as well as an awarenes
Europe’s cultural heritagand its diversity
and opportunities.

tion
rad;
ntity
5 of

Reason

Important to highlight here that the value of t
pave the way for more opportunities.

herdpean Education Area includes its ability

Amend

ment 14

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a commste approach to the teaching and learning of
languages

Artic

le (1)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(1) Explore ways to help all young people
acquire — in addition to the language of schoo
— proficient user level in at least one ot
European language before the end of uf
secondary education and training and encou
the acquisition of an additional (third) language
the level of independent user.

t(l) Explore ways to help all young people
ilgquire — in addition to the language

nechooling — proficient user level in at least ¢
peher European language before the end
rager secondary education and training

encourage the acquisition of an additio
(third) language to the level of independ
user including particular emphasis on oral

language practice and experience, and
ensuring adequate access to quality tuition

for all learners.

of
ne
of
and
hal
ent

Reason

Stakeholders emphasised the importance of speakidgional languages in addition to read
and writing, with this being key to unlocking matyiland opportunities. It was also noted th
where quality language tuition is not availablepsh with more resources may turn to priv
language lessons which is not possible for those fdisadvantaged socioeconomic backgrou
reinforcing the opportunity gap between differemtial groups.

ng
at,
ate
nds,

Amend

ment 15

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a compste approach to the teaching and learning of
languages

Artic

le (4)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(4) As part of such comprehensive strateg
support the development of language aware
in schools and training centres by:

i€d) As part of such comprehensive strateg
nespport the development of langug
awareness in schools and training centres h

ies,
ge
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(a) actively supporting the mobility of learne

including by making use of opportunitietearners, including by making use |of
provided by the relevant EU fundingpportunities provided by the relevant EU

programmes;

=

r4da) actively supporting the mobility ¢

funding programmes;

(b) enabling teachers to address the use (bj enabling teachers to address the use of
specific language in his or her respective subjegtecific language in his or her respective

area,

subject area;

(c) strengthening the competence in the langudge strengthening the competence in the

of schooling as the basis for further learning
educational achievement in school for

afmhguage of schooling as the basis for further
alkkarning and educational achievement | in

learners, and especially those from migrant school for all learners, and especially those

disadvantaged backgrounds;

(d) valuing linguistic diversity of learners andituation whereby large numbers of

using it as a learning resource including involv
parents and the wider local community
language education;

(e) offering opportunities to assess and validateeds and disabilities;
languages competences that are not part of (g valuing linguistic diversity of learners and

from migrant backgrounds, including the

nguropeans are returning due to political and
ihumanitarian crises, or disadvantaged
background®r those with special educational

curriculum, but have been acquired by learnassing it as a learning resource including

elsewhere, including through expanding the rangwolving parents and the wider local
of languages that can be added to learners' s¢chamohmunity in language education;

leaving qualifications.

(e) offering opportunities to assess and
validate languages competences that are| not
part of the curriculum, but have been acquired
by learners elsewhere, including through
expanding the range of languages that can be
added to learners' school leaving
qualifications.

Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 16

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a

commete approach to the teaching and learning of

languages
Article (5)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(5) Support teachers, trainers and school lea
in the development of language awareness by
(@) investing in the initial and continuin
education of language teachers to maintai

broad language offer in compulsory educati@ducation of language teachersattract and

and training;
(b) including preparation for linguistic diversi

déss Support teachers, trainers and school
leaders in the development of language
awareness by:
n(a@ investing in the initial and continuing

retain staff in order to maintain a broad
ianguage offer in compulsory education and
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in the classroom in initial education antraining;

continuous professional development of teachéby including preparation for linguisti
and school leaders; diversity in the classroom in initial educati
and continuous professional developme
including informal and non-formal learning,
of teachers and school leaders;

Reason

Local communities provide a wealth of opportunity fmproving language awareness amor

O

2Nt

gst

teachers, for example through parents and caeetis,groups and community organisations.

Amendment 17

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a commste approach to the teaching and learning of

languages
Article (6)

Text proposed by the Commission CoR amendment

6) Encourage research in and use of innovati®, Encourage research in and use

inclusive and multilingual pedagogies, includinmnovative, inclusive and  multilingua

of

S,

the use of digital tools and Content and Languagedagogies, including the use of digital tog
Integrated Learning. audiovisual, cinematographic and musical
works and Content and Language Integrated
Learning.
Reason

Europe has a rich cultural body of audiovisualeaiatographic and musical works which can h

elp

people learn another language and also, even myeriantly, to understand other cultures and

common values.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a commste approach to the teaching and learning of

languages
Article (8)

Text proposed by the Commission CoR amendment

(8) Improve access to high quality digital
teaching programmes for both teachers and
citizens, in particular for those in more
remote or more sparsely populated areas and
in the outermost regions.

Reason

Higher quality digital language programmes can lmerexpensive to access than more basic

programmes, while broadband connectivity is neithst enough nor reliable enough in some a
to facilitate online language learning where thera lack of teachers.
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Amendment 19
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on a commste approach to the teaching and learning of
languages

Intent

ion (1)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(1) Support the follow-up of thi
Recommendation by facilitating mutual learni
among Member States and developing
cooperation with Member States:

5(1) Support the follow-up of thi
nBecommendation by facilitating mutu
learning among Member States 34
developing in cooperation with Member Sta|
and drawing on the experience of relevant
cross-border and territorial cooperation
projects implemented by local and regional

authorities, where appropriate:

[*2)

al
nd
tes

Reason

Self-explanatory.
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

General comments

Reiterates its calls for an encompassing and fatMaoking approach to the future of education
across the EU, including strengthened cooperatiopublic and private sectors, to support
citizens in adapting to an increasingly complex angerse society, developing a "European
identity" that should complement national, regioriatal and individual identity, gaining the
skills needed in a society that is mobile and iashegly digital,

Supports the intention of the European Commissioncaordinate progress towards the
European Education Area by 2025 around key chadenigcluding improving early years

provision, facilitating the mutual recognition ofgjher education and school leaving diplomas,
improving language learning, promoting life-longiring, student mobility and investing in

digitalisation opportunities;

Believes that education policy strategies in Memistates and regions should prioritise
cooperation at all levels of governance, includimgal and regional authorities, with a view to
aligning high quality learner-centred educationatdeing strong teaching, innovation and
digitalisation, with the needs of the dynamicallyoking labour market, in the context of
principle 1 of the European Pillar of Social Rights

Stresses that more work needs to be done at alslef governance to anticipate labour market
skills needs and deliver appropriate educationeg#rknowledge, vocational training and life-
long learning in order to stimulate the creatiofots and find solutions for unemployment;

Requires the consistency of lifelong learning andagses the principles set out in the 2017
UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities; Cork Ca#l Action for Learning Cities,
recognising that lifelong learning is at the hedirSustainable Development Goals

Requires that the EU institutions and Member Statéth the support of local and regional

authorities in consultation with stakeholders, iempént the current proposals within the context
of broader EU policies for economic developmentpleyment and social protection by making

strategic use of the Multi-Annual Financial Framekvafter 2020, where specific education

policies should be more clearly and more ambitipualtticulated, and emphasises the
importance of upholding the proportionality prineipto ensure that no new financial or

administrative burdens are generated for Membde§ta

Similarly, welcomes the introduction of the Europestudent Card and the opportunities this
will provide to facilitate student mobility and prnote automatic recognition of qualifications,

http://uil.unesco.org/lifelong-learning/learningies/cork-call-action-learning-cities
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and calls upon the Commission to consider the sidarof this to all learners, not only those in
higher education, to expand opportunities for difeg learning;

Acknowledges the fact that primary responsibility €ducation policy lies with the Member
States who have involved their regional and locaharities to different extents in accordance
with their respective constitutional systems, anat tEU action in line with Article 6 of the
TFEU should only complement, support or coordirth& action of Member States; any EU
action in this area must be fully justified fronsabsidiarity and proportionality standpoint and
should align with existing frameworks, tools andqadures;

Mutual recognition

9.

10.

11.

12.

Notes with regret the persistent obstacles to ritglil the area of education and joins its voice
with the call of the European Commission for a Beran which learning, studying and research
are not hampered by borders but where spendingitimeother Member State to study, learn
or work is the norm;

Emphasises the need to give additional supporgdmns where the mobility of learners may be
hindered by additional obstacles such as populatadicit, rurality or poverty;

Welcomes the European Commission's support for ekehange of best practice among
Member States, and encourages the involvementcaf End regional level representatives in
this in recognition of the value of regional knodde and experience;

Welcomes the proposal of the European Commissionprmmoting automatic mutual
recognition of higher education and upper seconddncation diplomas and the outcomes of
learning periods abroad, and invites the Commistadiake into account in its future work the
links with territorial development, notably wheaedl and regional projects involve mobility of
skilled workers and staff;

Early childhood

13.

14.

15.

Recalls that the meaning of the term "early chilsth@ducation and care" goes beyond what
some refer to as pre-school education, having thipgse of preparing children not only for
school, but also for life in the same way thai#tler parts of the education system contribute to
this process;

Reiterates the Council Recommendation of 20 Dece@®&2 on the validation of non-formal
and informal learning, and suggests that the EU raattbnal decision-makers pay particular
attention to the potential, in this context, of tparships that could be developed between
national, regional and local authorities, compan@aployees and employee associations, as
well as civil society players, to take such sldied qualifications into account;

In this context, notes its disappointment thatrfeommendation makes only limited reference
to family life or local-level interventions that wdnave a significant impact on a child's early
development, and emphasises the vital importaneehalistic, integrated approach;
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Believes that well-educated professionals are aequasite for high quality early childhood
education, and consequently all levels of governmecluding local and regional, should be
encouraged to invest adequately not only in initiglcher education, but also in continuous
professional development;

Stresses the need to work towards continuous ingpnent of the "care” component of early
childhood education and care, including the roleeafly childhood teachers in nurturing
positive relations with children, parents and omether; ensuring the affordability of early
childhood services for low-income families in aatamce with principle 11 of the European
Pillar of Social Rights; and recognising the prpeiin the Convention on the Rights of the
Child which states that the best interests of thid should be a primary consideration in all
actions concerning children;

Highlights the needs of children with special ediaceal needs and disabilities, who should
receive a good education with access to the geedtalation system where appropriate and be
provided with individual support as necessary;

Notes the multiple benefits arising from the proimotof measures to facilitate a positive
dialogue between teachers and parents/carersetagitien the connections between the school
and home environments and support learners' sdatadegration into the school environment
and their overall socialisation and developmentoofynities;

Welcomes the Commission’s recognition of the rofelawal and regional partners in the
improvement of teaching and learning, however natdack of acknowledgement that some
communities will experience greater challenges tlahers, for example more remote
communities or those with a greater number of motbegue languages, which will require
greater resources and funding to improve teachigearning for all;

Stresses that the Commission must take into coragide related Committee opinions and
Council conclusions, including the Council conotus on integrated early childhood
development policies as a tool for reducing povartgt promoting social inclusidn.

Language learning and teaching

22.

23.

Expresses disappointment that poor language skaisonsidered one of the major obstacles to
the free movement of people and the creation ofoskferce relevant to the needs of the
European economy, and therefore emphasises itsodufgy a stronger role for language
learning;

Notes that funding for Cohesion Policy is expedteceduce in the next Multi-Annual Financial
Framework, and consequently expresses its conaammsthe available funding through the
European Social Fund for delivery of the ambitiamhin the Recommendation;

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/2difi30526890119&uri=CELEX:52018DC0270
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24. In this context, is disappointed to see a focughim Recommendation on learning within
statutory education rather than recognising langsias an important part of lifelong learning,
including early years, to promote integration andbifity, and in which local community
partners and businesses can engage;

25. Emphasises the importance of actively promoting oojpmities provided by relevant EU
funding programmes, and simplifying applicationqasses, so that schools and training centres
across the Member States are able to take advaoitdgese.

Brussels, 10 October 2018

The President
of the European Committee of the Regions

Karl-Heinz Lambertz
The Secretary-General
of the European Committee of the Regions

Jiti Burianek
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