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OPINION

Strengthening European Identity through Education and Culture

THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

— supports the general vision of a European Educ#tiea and agrees that education and culture are
major factors in making Europe more resilient ie #tontext of accelerating globalisation gnd
current geopolitical trends;

— suggests that the level of government in chargeetting the education curriculum for schopls
place additional focus on the cultural and ethnplgia aspects of history, with a critical and
philosophical analysis of universal values withiwetlsity, and include a section in the curriculym
on the European Union;

— calls for the 2018 European Year of Cultural Hgetato be included in strategic initiativ
supporting regional cultural development;

— calls for topics relevant to the digitalisationsafciety to be given greater prominence, in ordgr to
familiarise learners with coding concepts and idtice competences , not only pragmatic but also
ethical, critical and analytical in the field oftmsr security, social networking and media literacy;;

— strongly supports boosting the Erasmus + programitte the aim of doubling the number pf
participants, reaching out to learners from disataged backgrounds by 2025 and expanding
towards lifelong learning and educator mobility;

— strongly supports priority measures to build inttesand connected higher education systems|and
calls for particular attention to be given to pbepal universities and those in the outermost
regions and to cross-border cooperation. The uyidgrlassumption should be the belief that|no
university is peripheral and all universities aresloould also be regional
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Opinion of the European Committee of the Re

gions Strengthening European Identity through

Education and Culture

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AMENDMENTS

Amendment 1
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Recital (2)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(2) Inspired by these values, the Union

succeeded in bringing countries, communities
people together in a unique political proje
enabling Europe’s longest period of peace, wh
in turn has brought about social stability g
economic prosperity. Member States’ adoptior
the values set out in the Treaty creates com
ground that makes up the distinct feature of
European way of life and identity and gives

Union its place on the global stage.

n48) Inspired by these values, the Union

asdcceeded in bringing countrjetheir regions,
ctities and rural areas communities and peop
nicbgether in a unique political project, enabli
ndurope’s longest period of peace, which in t
bas brought about social stability and econo
manosperity. Member States’ adoption of the val
teet out in the Treaty creates common ground
hmakes up the distinct feature of the European

on the global stage.
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of life and identity and gives the Union its plgce

Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 2
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Recital (3)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(3) The Unionand its Member States are fac
with a variety of challenges, including populis
xenophaobia, divisive nationalism, discriminatig
the spreading of fake news and misinformati
as well as the challenge of radicalisation. Th
phenomena could pose a serious threat to
foundations of our democracies, undermine t
in the rule of law and democratic institutions, 4
hinder a common sense of belonging within
amongst our European societies.

b@3) The Union its Member Statesas well ag
mocal and regional authoritiesare faced with g
njariety of challenges, including populist
orenophobia, divisive nationalism, discriminatiq
ede spreading of fake news and misinformati
s well as the challenge of radicalisation. Th
'yshienomena could pose a serious threat to
iIfdundations of our democracied all levels of

aigbvernance undermine trust in the rule of law

and democratic institutions, and hinder a comr
sense of belonging within and amongst

non
Dur

European societies.
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Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 3
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatorgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Recital (4)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(5) Local and regional authorities have a ke
role to play in education and culture policies d{

to their proximity to Europeans, as they are the

level of governance perceived the closest to

citizens on the ground. Local and regiona

authorities need therefore to continue to play
pivotal role in implementing and adapting th
proposed measures and reforms, as well as tq
included in the early stages of the decisi

e

the

a
e
be
bN

making processes to guarantee an efficient and

effective outcome and ensure that the add
value of EU education and culture policies a
felt on the ground.

Reason

ed
e

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 4
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Recital (12)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(23) In this context, it is also worth underlining

the critical importance of looking into regional

disparites and economic and  soOCi

)

al

consequences that arise from skills gaps and

mismatches in the EU when designing reforn
of the education and training systems.

NS

Reason

Self-explanatory.
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Amendment 5
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Recital (13)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

(13) Against this background, it is of the esse
that Member States step up their efforts to furf
implement all the objectives of the 2015 P¢
Declaration. It is particularly important 1
continue promote common values as vector
cohesion and inclusion, favour t
implementation of participatory learnir]
environments at all levels of education, imprg
training for teachers on citizenship and divers
and enhance the media literacy and crit
thinking skills of all learners.

NEE3) Against this background, it is of the esse
hiwat Member States step up their efforts to furf
risplement all the objectives of the 2015 Pa
oDeclaration and equip local and
5 anfthorities with the necessary tools to ensure
nefficient implementation on the groundlt is
goarticularly important to continue promo
vemmon values as vectors of cohesion

sitgclusion,  favour the implementation

gadrticipatory learning environments at all lev
of education, improve training for teachers
citizenship and diversity and enhance the mg
literacy and critical thinking skills of all learrse

Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amendment 6
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Recit

al (15)

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

nce

her

\ris
regional
an

te
and
of
Bls

on

brdia

(15) The Erasmus+ programme shows 1

h@i5) The Erasmus+ programme shows |1

hat

mobility and cross-border contacts are the maabbility and cross-border contacts are the most

efficient way to experience European identity
is essential that all categories of learners be

equally from the opportunities offered by it

programme; notably through school exchan
between Member States. Virtual mobilif
especially through the e-Twinning network, is
excellent tool to enable direct contact betwt
pupils, and shall be used on a larger scale in
following years, and in combination with physig
mobility.

#fficient way to experience European identity
nédi essential that all categories of learners be
niequally from the opportunities offered by tk
gpsogramme; notably through school exchan
vbetween and within Member States. Virtug
amobility, especially through the e-Twinnin
baetwork, is an excellent tool to enable dir
ttentact between pupind studentsand shall b
alsed on a larger scale in the following years,
in combination with physical mobilityln this
context also suggests introducing new a

cultural mobility.

expanding the scope of existing opportunities for

It
hefi
Nis
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Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amend

ment 7

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Artic

le 2

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

3. make use of the proximity of local an
regional authorities to Europe’s citizens and tH
fact that they are best placed strategically
analyse and respond to the specific needs of
various cultural groups in their territory and tg
lay the groundwork for effective intercultura
dialogue and promotion of common values;

Reason

Self-explanatory.

Amend

ment 8

o

the

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching
Article 4

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

Provision of inclusive education
4. promote inclusive education for all learne
notably by:

(a) including all pupils in quality education fro
an early age onwards;

(b) providing the necessary support to pupils

students according to their needs, including those

from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrou
those from a migrant background, those W
special educational needs atiit most talenteg
learners;
(c) facilitating the transition between vario
educational levels and enabling the provision
adequate educational and career guidance.

Provision of inclusive education
r4, promote inclusive education for all learng
notably by:

Ma) including all pupils in quality education fro
an early age onwardand ensuring that equa
opportunities and access to quality education &

D
>

ovided for every student including for thog
imiih linguistic, religious, ethnic or other
minority backgrounds;
(b) providing the necessary suppand guidance
ut pupils and students according to their ne
wicluding those from disadvantaged soq
economic backgrounds, those from a mign
background,including refugees who wish tq
integrate as European Union citizenshose with
special educational needs ahighest achieving
learners;

(c) addressing the specific needs of learners

geographically and demographically challenge

—

COR-2017-06048-00-00-PAC-TRA (EN) 6/18

m

\re

e

bds,

io-
ant

n
2d



EU regions, including those from outermog
regions;

(d) facilitating the transition between vario
educational levels and enabling the provision
adequate educational and career guidaasavell
as providing a process of lifelong support af
training opportunities for all learners

(e) providing the necessary support f
a stronger role for language learning already i
the primary school curricula as languag
acquisition is not only deemed most effective
an early age, but poor language skills are al
considered one of the major obstacles to ff
movement of people and the creation of
workforce relevant to the needs of the Europe
economy;

(f) enabling young people to acquire an
develop additional skills by means of formal af
non-formal learning, as this does not onl
enhance young people’s employability by bet
matching their skills to the needs of the labo
market, but also enables them to contribu
more actively to solidarity projects and to sha
Europe’s future.[1]

[1] CDR 851/2017 - Investing in Europe’s youth

and the European Solidarity Corps.

5t

pe

Reason

Further enhancing, in some respects, the
opportunities, while adding the dimension of li
be limited to a certain age of learners.

focushef dpecific educational needs and ed
fedpguidance and training, as education should

ual
not

Amendment 9
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Article 6

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

Promotion of a European dimension of teachin
6. Promote a European dimension of teaching
encouraging:

a) an understanding of the European context

gPromotion of a European dimension of teachin

) ByPromote a European dimension of teaching
encouraging:

a)dan understanding of the European context

common heritage and awareness of the dive

rgilynmon heritage and awareness of the dive

O;
) by

and
sity
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of the Member States of the Union;

b) an understanding of the origins and function
of the Union;

¢) the patrticipation of students and teachersén
e-Twinning network and in cross-border mobili
especially for schools;

d) projects on the ground to raise awarenes
the European Union in education centres, not;
through direct interaction with young people.

of the Member States of the Uniancluding the
imgh fabric of sub-national structures, so as {
foster an understanding of a common Europed
ttultural heritage

W) an understanding of the origins and functior
of the Union including their rights as EU
scidfzens

alolythe participation of students and teachersérn
e-Twinning network and in cross-border mobili
especially for schools;

d) projects on the ground to raise awarenes
the European Union in education centres, not
through direct interaction with young peopdée
local and regional level as the governance le
closest to them;

(e) a life-long learning attitude, which include
but is not limited to adult education, that foste
a mindset of continuous inquiry and the pursulit
of knowledge and excellence that can pe
cultivated as early as primary (or pre-primary)
education and should be integrated into all
stages of education

(f) a stronger focus to be given to topics releva
to the digitalisation of the European society |
order to familiarise learners with coding
concepts and introduce competences in the fi
of cyber security and media literacy;

(g) the intention of providing every student i
Europe with at least one entrepreneuri
experience in order to increase entrepreneur
and project- and inquiry-based learnin

practices in both formal and informal educatior]

o
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Reason

The diversity of sub-national structures in the

political and cultural heritage and a key referepomt for developing active citizenship based &h

citizenship rights.

HMember States is an essential element of the |

FU’s
E

Amend

ment 10

Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching
Article 7

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

Support teachers and teaching

Support teachergacking
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7. Enable teachers, school leaders and academi€nable teachers, school leaders and academic

staff to promote common values and deli
inclusive education, through:

(a) measures to empower teachers, school leadajaneasures to empower teachers, school le
nand academic staff helping them convey comr

and academic staff helping them convey comi
values, and promote active citizenship wh
transmitting a sense of belonging and respon
to the diverse needs of learneasp

(b) promoting exchanges and peer learr]
programmes as well as guidance and mentg
for teachers and academic staff.

Hitmgnsmitting a sense of belonging and respon

inclusive education, through:

ialues, and promote active citizenship wh

to the diverse needs of learners;

iflg) promoting exchangesf best practicesand
rioger learning programmes as well as guids
and mentoring for teachers and academic ,shsf
well as mobilty via the Erasmus
programme([1]; and

(c) promoting measures to facilitate exchang
between teachers and parents/carers in ordef
strengthen the connections between the sch
and the family/home environment and to fost
a permanent dialogue, which is crucial fg
learners’ successful integration into the scho
environment and their overall socialisation.

Modernising school and higher education.

Reason

Amendment 11
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Artic

le 11

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

12. Ensure that all public institutions, schoo
and educational establishments in the EU
equipped with the

o]

[1] COR-2017-03139 - SEDEC-VI/029:

vetaff to promote common values and deliver

ders

non

ile

gling

Ince
f
i_

to

ool

er

S
re

necessary high-speed

broadband infrastructure and digital equipment,
in particular those located in geographically,
demographically or socially challenged areas, |in

order to avoid increasing educational

cultural gaps in the digital age.

and

Reason

Self-explanatory.
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Amendment 12
Proposal for a Council Recommendation on promatmgmon values, inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching

Artic

le 15

Text proposed by the Commission

CoR amendment

15. assess and evaluate the action take
response to this Recommendatiam particular
through the ET2020 framework, including t
Education and Training Monitor.

N1k assess and evaluate the action take
response to this Recommendatimm an annual
hbasis via the European Semester process

through the ET2020 framework, including t

Education and Training Monitor.

h

and

Reason

Including this dimension into the European Semegatecess would allow for efficient monitoring a

evaluation of advances in the field.

I POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REG

General comments

IONS

supports the general vision of a European Educ#rea and agrees that education and culture

are major factors in making Europe more resilienthie context of accelerating globalisation

and current geopolitical trends;

also agrees on the need to foster support fordhe et of values on which the European Union

is based and to which all EU member states havecsibled upon joining the EU; underlines in
this context the importance of the continued aratresth commitment to upholding these values
as an essential element of European identity, whetjuires an active European citizenship

rooted in the diversity of cultures;

emphasises that education and culture have a limgzatt on all areas of life and specifically

on strengthening society, and so are key toolsbforging about greater cultural integration

between Europeans, thereby fostering social inmfuand notes that citizenship education is an
essential element in this regard and stresseathateness-raising about EU citizenship among
the general public should be aimed primarily atr)g)peoplé;

stresses that the primary responsibility for edooaand culture policies lies with the Member

States and with their regional and local authariaed that EU action in line with Article 6 of
the TFEU should only complement, support or coatinthe action of Member States and

CDR 1319/2017.
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provide regional and local cooperation initiativeghis field. Underlines that any EU action in
this area must be fully justified from a subsidyend proportionality standpoint;

5. highlights the role of culture as a key shaper adntity, and thus the need to address
strengthening European identity through cultureoider to sustain the legitimacy of the
democratic structures at European level, and tbppasts initiatives for mutual awareness and
familiarisation among Europeans of the intrinsidueaof cultural and artistic expression, in
order to strengthen the common cultural componeindsir European identity;

6. points out that local and regional authorities havieey role to play in education and culture
policies due to their proximity to Europeans argidts that they continue to play a pivotal role
in implementing and adapting the proposed measuréseforms;

7. considers that as it stands, the proposed measg® mbt appear to raise any subsidiarity
concerns and underlines the importance of upholdiagroportionality principle to ensure that
no new financial or administrative burdens are gateel, while at the same time ensuring a
strong financial support for education and culturatitage policies and programmes in the
upcoming MFF;

European agenda

8. agrees with the importance of the key developmédisted, pointing out that they are not
independent, and calls for research to be carri#gdirdo the ways in which they are co-
dependent;

9. the importance of the Europe Direct network shdagdemphasised with regard to awareness
and dissemination of the European integration ptopes its objectives include that of providing
information on the project to EU citizens;

10. fully supports enshrining in the European Pillar Sdcial Rights a right to education and
training as a fundamental social and human entitfem

European identity and awareness of cultural hezitag

11. stresses the importance of the values of the EWeoglated in the Charter of Fundamental
Rights — human dignity, freedom, equality and swiig - in order to achieve the common
good, therefore calls for greater inclusivenesspeet of the spiritual and moral heritage of the
peoples of Europe and valorisation of initiativieattpromote the better living together;

12. restates the importance of focusing attention a&sdurces on awareness and dissemination of
European culture, history and identity. To this ,ehi@s proposed that the "Europe for citizens"
programme be extended so that a larger numbetesam initiatives can be supported;

CDR 3141/2017.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

highlights the importance of citizens’ participation the EU political action and, as it is
expressed in the report on "Reaching out to EUz@is: a new opportunity”, stresses the
essential role of "the concept of 'community’, wiiembraces the local, regional, national and
international contexts that individuals live in ¢oeate a common public space, within which
individuals can act together on a values-baseddation.” Therefore, the European identity
and shared values should complement existing ragiand national notions of belonging in
order to promote a multilevel citizenship, as iprevided in the Charter of Fundamental Rights
of the European Union and in Article 2 of the Lisbreaty;

reiterates the importance of the 2018 European ¥e&ultural Heritage in promoting cultural
awareness, as well as and the role of culture o#trengthening European identity and in
supporting inclusion;

calls out for a stronger engagement with MembeteStaas well as their regions and cities in
order to develop a European vision and promote ginehni visibility of EU projects and
initiatives, which is currently undermined by artesf nationalisation of the successes and
Europeanisation of the failures of the EU, as Eerdi Juncker stressed in his 2016 State of the
Union Address;

calls for specific measures to preserve, develap @opularise Europe’s traditional arts and
crafts, living heritage and history, as well aseothultural and artistic initiatives and activities
that form part of the culture of contemporary Ewap society and which foster a shared
identity, due to their interactive nature which ifitates learning by doing and cultural

engagement;

therefore calls for the 2018 European Year of CaltiHeritage to be included in strategic
initiatives supporting regional cultural developméncreasing mutual knowledge and opening
up new opportunities for sustainable cultural tenri Such initiatives could be financed by the
Creative Europe programme, thereby supporting eechination of European cultural heritage
beyond 2018;

urges that the European Heritage Label be harndssélis initiative to strengthen European
identity, establishing closer ties between the lladvel the regions, clarifying the selection
procedures for new candidate locations for the lJab®king it more widely known and
providing it with effective means of dissemination;

suggests introducing new and expanding the scopexifting opportunities for cultural
mobility for all regions, including more remote asesuch as the outermost and insular regions;

underlines that local and regional authoritiesksest placed strategically to analyse and respond
to the specific needs of the various populatiorugsoin their territory, to lay the groundwork

"Reaching out to EU Citizens: a new opportunity:' 10), by Luc Van den Brande, CoR member andidR¥es Juncker's Special
Adviser on outreach towards citizenshttfs://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-pdifiless/reaching-out-to-citizens-
report_en.pdf
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21.

22.

23.

for effective intercultural dialogue and to boostaaeness and facilitate people’s access to the
shared European culture;

emphasises the importance of finding new uses guglications for cultural heritage,
developing the cultural and creative industries anduring specialist training for those who
will work in the cultural sector in the future;

highlights the role of culture as an instrumentbidanging peoples together, forging cultural and
linguistic links. It is also a tool that can encage political and economic dialogue, as it fosters
mutual understanding and builds trust, interestrasgect between countries;

points to the importance of passing European ailamd the values stemming from it on to
young Europeans;

Education

24,

25.

26.

27.

points out that digitalisation of society in Europight prove to be — in education too — the
EU’s most transformative endeavour at present. Thia gradual, multidimensional process
which has to develop not only the classroom expedeof students of all ages, but also
communication, evaluation, governance and admatistr, data collection and analysis at all
stages of education;

draws the attention to the effects of the misusdigital resources, which can become a
dangerous propaganda instrument in the hands stlamocratic forces; welcomes therefore
the European Commission Communication on "Tacklmijne disinformation: a European
approach4', which echoes overall the four principles of "sparency, integrity, participation
and collaboration", as identified in the Report &Reing out to EU Citizens: A New
Opportunity‘s;

is concerned that, in the Commission’s words, "maciyools do not yet have access to high-
speed connectivity and digital equipment”. Thisaggravated by the fact that many of these
schools are located in regions with demographiogmphical and social challenges — including
the insular, remote and outermost regions - artimdrease educational gaps rather than
decreasing them unless swift measures are taken;

highlights that digitalisation introduces additibmaquirements for teachers in terms of skills
and competences and that stakeholders need tor@rdmaeducational workforce timely and

appropriately in their education and training;re same time, points out that this might provide
opportunities for innovative teaching methods antdraction;

COM (2018) 236 final.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-pdifiles/reaching-out-to-citizens-report_en.pdf
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

further cautions that increasing digitalisationoalscreases the attack surface and the impact of
possible cyber threats, which is further aggravémedthe critical and private nature of the data
that schools collect and operate with;

with respect to the previous point, strongly recamds that the concept of "security by design"
should be applied to both educational software angl software or databases used by
educational institutions; transparent policies floe collection and storage of personal data
should be introduced;

recognising that initial attitudes, values and tdgrare formed to a large extent within the
family and the larger home environment in genegalcourages the creation of measures to
work actively with the parents, strengthening tbherections between parents and school and
the "whole school approach” in general;

points out that poor language skills are a majatadle to the free movement of workers and
stresses that lifelong learning initiatives andddtictory and continuous language learning
programmes enable the workforce in the EuropeamiJand its professionals to better match
the needs of the labour market;

draws attention to the fact that language learrgrdpemed much more effective at an early age,
and calls for language learning to play a stromglerin the primary school curriculum;

suggests that the level of government in chargeetiing the education curriculum for schools
place additional focus on the cultural and ethnplgi@aspects of history, with a critical and

philosophical analysis of universal values withiivedsity, and include a section in the

curriculum on the European Union, highlighting thée of human rights, European citizenship
as an ideal and cosmopolitanism as components eflthion; thus suggests to further

collaborate with cultural players at local levar fnstance to draw up a cultural education plan
supporting work on school curricula and a cultumlte presenting the local cultural and art
offering;

furthermore calls for topics relevant to the diligi@ion of society to be given greater
prominence, in order to familiarise learners witding concepts and introduce competences,
not only pragmatic but also ethical, critical andhlgtical in the field of cyber security, social
networking and media literacy;

supports the intention of providing every studentapprentice in Europe with at least one
entrepreneurial experience, possibly in anotherdéuntry, and recommends an increase in
entrepreneurial and project- and inquiry-basedniegr practices in both formal and informal

education, as well as in businesses, associationsdations or any other type of private or
public body, thereby fostering the entreprenewaral creative spirit. Therefore calls for further
cooperation between schools, the private sector thind-sector bodies, and also calls for
designing educational programmes that aim to mstiatents’ skills with labour market needs;
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

supports the measures to ensure equal opportufttiesery student and apprentice and reduce
inequality, and advises that in-depth researchdspned into the underlying causes for these
inequalities in order to improve the efficacy ofr&pean initiatives in the field;

advises explicitly pointing out that "going beyoagual opportunities" should be understood as
"providing equitable opportunities” as a means nsuee inclusion, which requires resolute
action. Such action cannot be limited to treatihg dbutcome of issues like inequity, under-
representation and exclusion by rebalancing theadnal opportunities. Instead, authorities
should be aiming their measures at solving the nyidg causes and helping the affected
citizens and communities to overcome them. Locdlragional authorities, being closest to the
European citizens should be empowered to resedesign and implement such measures
according to the specific needs of the local coritiasm

underlines the critical importance of looking inte regional disparities, laying down common
foundations within the EU Member States’ educatgystems, and thereby avoiding the
economic and social consequences that arise frdie gips and mismatches in the EU when
designing reforms of the education and trainingesys. Furthermore points out that in order to
reconnect with grass-roots level organisations,Bbleneeds to fully recognise and exploit the
know-how of civil society representath?es

reiterates the importance of creating a common dkaonk for the recognition of informal and
non-formal education in order to facilitate theatien of relevant national procedures;

strongly supports boosting the Erasmus + programitie the aim of doubling the number of
participants, reaching out to learners from disathged backgrounds by 2025 and expanding
towards lifelong learning and educator mobilityarder to guarantee mobility for all students
under equal conditions, regardless of where they, including those from remote, insular and
outermost regions;

advises that in order to counter disinformation paigns and trending fake news, European
institutions should be encouraged and facilitadespond quickly and proactively provide

relevant data in a comprehensive form. Better ma@isha for answering citizen questions and
concerns can be also implemented with the helpaafem web technologies;

points out that in order to provide equal accesSBrasmus+ resources, every European citizen
should have equal access to information and supplous special arrangements should be made
in order to reach out learners from disadvantagazkdrounds. Providing local and regional
authorities with the possibility to assist citizeasd organisations from their community to
participate in the programme has the potential dsish the widening of Erasmus+ in a
sustainable and efficient way;

advocates for activities aimed at the increase hef administrative capacity of existing
Erasmus+ offices such as short-term staff exchangésninistrative information days and
others deemed necessary, in order to decrease dimpetence gap of the Erasmus+

Van den Brande, Reaching out to EU Citizens: AvNGpportunity, p. 14.
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administration in the different educational indiitas which in turn leads to inequality of
opportunities for the students of those institusion

44. suggests the inclusion of activities belongingh® field of citizen science and the philosophical
way of thinking that comes with it within the scop&Erasmus +, due to their relevance to
lifelong learning, their ability to build powerfyteer role models and their importance for
promoting the humanities, social sciences and STEM,;

45. points out that lifelong learning includes but ist requivalent to adult education. Adult
education addresses the education needs resufting the transformation in work for an
expanding adult population, as well as other kndg#eand societal skills in the context of
lifelong learning. It depends on a mindset of ammbus inquiry and the pursuit of knowledge
and excellence that can be cultivated as earlyiagapy (or pre-primary) education and should
be integrated into all stages of education;

46. is aware that boosting Erasmus+ will require arabgifinancing and simpler procedures in
order to achieve the programme’s objectives; i tbgpect recognises that the UK is currently
a major participant in the programme and hence ¢aitithe ongoing negotiations to enable UK
regions and local authorities to continue to pgoéite in European cooperation programmes
post 2020 in the same vein as other non-EU MemtageSalready do;

47. strongly supports priority measures to build inslesand connected higher education systems
and calls for particular attention to be given ésipheral universities and those in the outermost
regions and to cross-border cooperation. The uyidgrassumption should be the belief that no

university is peripheral and all universities aresloould also be regional,

Key policies

48. welcomes in general the key policy suggestions rek@ by the European Commission and
underlines the importance of involving and listenito European society as a whole, and
especially young people when designing educatiaihcatiural policy reforms;

49. warns that strengthening the European dimensidéuobnews is a step in the right direction,
but this can only be one part of a much more celmgmsive policy and strategy on media and
information, responding to recent societal and gétipal developments.

Brussels, 17 May 2018

The President
of the European Committee of the Regions

Karl-Heinz Lambertz
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